
Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon  is 5,500,000 square kilometres of 
rainforest, with parts in Brazil, Peru , Colombia , 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname 
and French Guiana. 

It previously covered a much larger area and was 
densely populated.

Around 2 million tourists visit each year.

Home to about 2.5 million insect species, tens of 
thousands of plant species, and over 2,000 species 
of birds and mammals.

Layers of the Rainforest

The rainforest is made up of four different layers:

• the emergent layer - This is the top layer of the 
rainforest. 

• the canopy layer - The canopy layer is located 
under the emergent layer. The canopy is home to 
most of the animals and plants of the rainforest. 

• the understory layer - The understory layer is 
located beneath the canopy. The understory does 
not get much sunlight. It is dark and humid here. 

• the forest floor layer - This layer is dark, humid, 
and hot. Only 5% of the sunlight makes it to the 
forest floor. 

Homework

Create a fact file all about the Amazon rainforest or 
an animal that can be found there.

Create a 3D model of an animal or the rainforest 
ready for display.

Types of forests

There are four types of forests around the world:

1) Temperate deciduous forest
2) Temperate coniferous forest
3) Boreal forest
4) Tropical rainforest

The Amazon is a tropical rainforest.



Animals in the rainforest

The animals of the rainforest do not usually 
stay in only one layer. Some animals can be 
found in several different rainforest layers.

Some animals may live in one layer and hunt in 
another layer of the rainforest. 

The Amazon is one of Earth's last refuges for 
jaguars, harpy eagles, and pink river dolphins, 
and it is home to sloths, black spider monkeys, 
and poison dart frogs. It contains one in 10 
known species on Earth, 40,000 plant species, 
3,000 freshwater fish species, and more than 
370 types of reptiles.

Glossary
Amazon referring to the Amazon rainforest in Brazil.

Amazonian referring to the Amazon rainforest region 
or surrounding area of the River Amazon.

Canopy one of the upper layers of the rainforest.

Emergent the top layer of the rainforest.

Understory the rainforest layer directly under the 
canopy but above the forest floor.

Forest Floor  the lowest of the four main rainforest 
layers; very quiet, dark and covered in rotting leaves, 
it receives little sunlight.

Deforestation the clearing or chopping down of 
large areas of trees.

Logger a person who is responsible for felling 
(chopping down) trees.

Deforestation

Deforestation occurs when trees are cut 
down across a wide area. This land is then 
used for another purpose.

Trees are useful and valuable. Among 
other things, they are used for paper, 
building and firewood. The rainforest is 
home to a unique variety of tree species. 
Hardwoods, such as teak or mahogany, 
are strong and so are perfect for building 
and for making furniture. However, these 
trees are slow growing and are not easy 
to replace.

Palm oil comes from the fruit of oil palm 
trees. Palm oil is edible and is found in 
lots of food. It is used in a huge range of 
products, such as toothpaste, deodorant, 
make-up, shampoo and lipstick. Palm oil 
can also be used as animal feed and as a 
biofuel for machines. Huge areas of 
rainforest are destroyed in order to grow 
oil palm trees. This means animals and 
other plants lose their natural habitats.


