
Depth of Learning at 
Holborough Lakes 



Our Curriculum
Curriculum Rationale
To create a meaningful and exciting curriculum that promotes high aspirations driven by an
intrinsic curiosity of the world. To become kind and respectful global citizens who have an
ever-increasing understanding of their community and the world around them. Our
curriculum will develop children’s problem solving skills along with their resilience and they
are encouraged to embrace their mistakes and learn from memorable learning experiences.

Our global learning themes underpin our curriculum:
• Diversity and inclusion
• Global citizenship
• Peace, war and conflict
• Festivals
• Sustainability
• Animal welfare



Why is Critical Thinking important in 
teaching?

According to Paul and Elder (2007), “Much of our
thinking, left to itself, is biased, distorted, partial,
uninformed or down-right prejudiced. Yet the
quality of our life and that of which we produce,
make, or build depends precisely on the quality of
our thought.” Critical thinking is therefore the
foundation of a strong education.

Therefore, at Valley Invicta Primary School at
Holborough Lakes, we believe all children should
have access to high quality provision and have
exposure to ‘higher level thinking skills.’ By using
the framework of Bloom’s Taxonomy, the goal is to
move students from lower- to higher-order thinking
thus providing students with the skills and
motivation to become innovative producers of
goods, services, and ideas.

Blooms 



A Brief History Of Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Revisions
Bloom’s Taxonomy was created by 
Benjamin Bloom in 1956, published as a 
kind of classification of learning outcomes 
and objectives that have, in the more 
than half-century since, been used for 
everything from framing digital tasks and 
evaluating apps to writing questions and 
assessments.
The sequence of cognitive skills is as 
follows:  Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and 
Evaluation.



Our Approach

The six themes outlined 
above are explored through 
English, Maths and five 
curriculum areas: Enquiry, 
Finance and Enterprise, 
STEAM, Digital Literacy and 
Communication and 
Physical Health and 
Wellbeing. The knowledge, 
understanding and skills 
are reflected through the 
objectives identified in 
each curriculum area. 

There is an equality of subjects 
taught, using the six themes to 
ensure that the curriculum is 
relevant and consists of learning 
that really matters to the pupils. 
Central to developing the 
pupils’ learning is a focus on 
vocabulary and enabling them 
to make sense of the knowledge 
gained so that a range of skills 
can be developed effectively. 
Sequences of lessons are 
carefully crafted around a final 
project outcome which allows 
children to become agents of 
change. These outcomes are 
evaluated by a ‘critical 
audience’; these are either a 
specialist in the field that the 
children are learning about, or 
an opportunity to celebrate 
learning on a platform linked to 
the theme of their topic. 

When designing sequences 
of learning across the 
curriculum, we use a 
teaching backwards 
approach. At the heart of 
teaching backwards is a 
thinking process that 
enables our teachers to 
plan and teach from a clear 
and well-defined 
destination. We believe 
that teaching backwards is 
a journey that starts with 
the end very clearly in 
mind. With this knowledge, 
our staff design learning 
that focuses on small steps 
of progression. By slowing 
learning down, we ensure 
that our focus remains on 
depth. Our journeys are 
supported at all times by 
high expectations. 

In order to achieve depth of 
thinking and learning, we 
plan for children to focus on 
four of these themes per 
year. Across each year, a 
number of high quality core 
texts are used to bring the 
themes to life for our 
children and to promote a 
connection with the 
learning. Through our 
knowledge, understanding 
and skills we aim to develop 
our children’s ability to 
reflect and evaluate their 
learning. 

The learning journeys are 
active, engaging and inspiring 
leading to a deeper 
understanding of the global 
themes and curriculum areas. 
The projects drive motivation, 
determination and commitment 
within our children. Carefully 
crafted sequences promote the 
affective and cognitive domain 
whilst allowing children the 
opportunity to develop 21st 
century skills such as research, 
collaboration, innovation, 
presentation, evaluation and 
reflection. 



Our learning journeys 



Contents Title

Design and Technology



Example of a 
teaching 

sequence 



Amanda Spielman (2018) explains that, ‘The accumulated wealth of human
knowledge, and what we choose to pass on to the next generation through teaching
in our schools (the curriculum), must be at the heart of education’
So what do we need to take into account when planning and assessing our
curriculum?
Our curriculum contains a mastery of a body of subject-specific knowledge defined
by clear learning journeys. Skills are the by-product of the knowledge, which is
clearly outlines in year group’s MTPs. Our planning framework, ‘invaluable
knowledge’ that we want our pupils to know as the content of the curriculum.
Learning is defined as an alteration in long-term memory. If nothing has altered in
long-term memory, nothing has been learned. Therefore our toolkits, allow children
to revisit prior knowledge, which in turns allows them to know more and
remembering more. Vocabulary is key, as research has shown that, it is related to
academic success. At Holborough Lakes we ensure children are exposed to high
quality and ambitious vocabulary; linking specifically to the topic. This is also
reinforced at home, as parents are provided with knowledge organisers.

What do we mean by a ‘knowledge-
rich’ curriculum?



You can simply impress your 
audience and add a unique zing and 
appeal to your Presentations. Easy to 
change colors, photos and Text. Get 
a modern PowerPoint  Presentation 
that is beautifully designed. 

We Create
Quality Professional 

PPT Presentation

Sticky knowledge – What is it?
Sticky knowledge is effectively knowledge that will stay with us forever.
In other words, an alteration has happened to our long-term memory.
Firstly, interesting facts remain with us forever and secondly,
knowledge that is over-learnt and where connections are made, form
links in the brain, securing this in our long-term memory.

There is a difference between the knowledge which will be retained 
close to the point of teaching and that which will be retained forever. 
Therefore, In effect, sticky knowledge refers to the long-term memory 
and should not be assessed too close to the point of teaching.



Pose
Pause

Pounce

Bounce

What is it?

Strategies:
PPPB (Pose, Pause, Pounce, Bounce) 
is a simple, yet sophisticated, AFL (Assessment for 
Learning) questioning technique to help teachers 
move from good-to-outstanding. It also helps address 
differentiation in the classroom and encourages 
teachers to slow down, take risks and tease out 
understanding...

Reference:
Where hands-up in class is banned! BBC Education News
Content, then process − Solution Tree video featuring Dylan Wiliam.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioeI-zZPx9g

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioeI-zZPx9g


Critical Thinking

Questions used to seek 
understanding of facts

Comprehension

Questions used in a new 
learning situation, such as 
problem solving.

Application

Questions that seek to examine 
detail, or which makes 
inferences and/or looks for 
answers

Analysis

Questions used to recall 
facts. 

Knowledge

Questions which seek to justify 
present and/or defend 
opinions by making judgements

Evaluation

Questions which seek to 
change or create something 
new

Synthesis



DOK Approach



We have developed ten 
ideas for ‘Next Steps’ that 

challenge pupils to develop a 
depth of understanding within 
a concept, rather than moving 

them on to a new objective. 

Depth of Learning



Planning Process

It is imperative to differentiate 
between ‘Low stakes’ retrieval 
style exercises, that revisit prior 
learning and the question stems 
set to deepen understanding.

During the planning process, 
teachers ensure that pupils at 
Holborough Lakes are provided 
with ample opportunities to 
deepen their understanding of the 
knowledge/skill being taught.

As the question stems are an integral 
part of the teaching sequence, pupils 
are exposed to ‘deeper thinking’ 
throughout the composite rather than 
just through the final task of the 
learning journey. This provides pupils 
with ample opportunities to 
demonstrate a deeper understanding 
and embed the skills needed to be 
successful in the final outcome.

The use of ‘deepening’ 
understanding questions negates 
the need to have a gap filling task 
that serves little or no cognitive 
challenge for the pupils.

The question stems are 
linked to the Bloom’s verbs 
and provide a focus for 
each taught session in the 
learning journey.



• As a result of the 
introduction of the 
DOK question 
stems, teachers 
are considering 
how to deepen 
understanding at 
the point of 
planning. The 
carefully chosen 
stems link to the 
stage of the 
Bloom’s process 
within the learning 
journey.

Evaluation 
and Impact

• Pupils develop the key 
skills of critical thinking 
and can then confidently 
apply this to the final 
task/outcome.

• This depth of learning 
approach ensures that 
all pupils are being 
challenged in an 
appropriate way with 
teachers not being over 
reliant on one chosen 
strategy to increase 
cognitive challenge, e.g. 
low stakes retrieval 
quizzes.



THANK YOU


