
Jane Goodall

Who is Jane Goodall?

Jane Goodall is a British scientist who has studied 
chimpanzees for many years. She is considered to 
be the world expert on chimpanzees and their 
behaviour.
Goodall was born in 1934 in London. When she 
was a child, her father gave her a chimpanzee toy, 
which began her lifelong love of animals.

Jane’s work with chimpanzees

Jane began to study the Kasakela chimpanzee 
community. She used unusual methods, such as 
giving the chimpanzees names.
At that time, scientists working with animals would 
use numbers to identify the animals, so they didn't 
get too attached. Goodall's methods allowed her to 
observe the chimpanzees' personalities and 
emotions.

Chimpanzees do still live in Tanzania, and the Gombe 
Stream chimpanzees are still living in the area where 
they were originally observed by Jane Goodall. The 
Jane Goodall Institute was set up by Goodall to 
protect the wild chimpanzees that are left in Africa.

The Institute supports sanctuaries and public 
education programmes to protect chimpanzees in the 
wild. It raises money for these programmes and 
developments through donations from the public.

Homework
Research an  endangered animal of your choice and 
create a fact file all about it. Remember to write 
about it’s habitat.

Create an biography all about Jane Goodall.

Jane’s work with chimpanzees

In 1960, Goodall was appointed as a chimpanzee 
researcher by a famous archaeologist called Louis 
Leakey. Leakey sent her to Gombe Stream National 
Park, in what is now called Tanzania in Africa, to 
observe the chimpanzee troop living there.

Tanzania was known as Tanganyika when Jane 
Goodall went to study the chimpanzees there.



Chimpanzees in Danger

100 years ago there were around 1 million 
chimpanzees in Africa. Scientists believe that 
there are now fewer than 200 000 left in the 
wild. The species has already disappeared from 
4 African countries, and chimpanzees are 
nearing extinction in several other countries. 

Glossary
Habitat The natural home of an animal, plant or 
organism

Extinct No longer in existence

Charity An organisation that helps raise money for 
those who need it

RSPCA A charity that helps animals in need.

Conservationist Manages naturals habitats without 
damaging them.

Chimpanzee  a great ape with large ears, mainly 
black coloration, and lighter skin on the face, native 
to the forests of west and central Africa. 
Chimpanzees show advanced behaviour such as the 
making and using of tools.

Animal reserve  an area of land that is protected and 
managed in order to preserve a particular type of 
habitat and its flora and fauna which are often rare 
or endangered.

Why are they in 
danger? 

There are many threats to the survival 
of the chimpanzee species:

They are hunted by poachers,

Baby chimpanzees are taken illegally 
to be exotic pets.

Chimpanzees lose their habitats when 
forests are cut down for timber or to 
clear space for farming.

Wars and conflict in the areas in 
which the chimpanzees live also 
cause habitat loss and can result in 
deaths of chimpanzees.

Diseases can affect chimpanzees, and 
can drastically reduce their 
population.

All these threats prevent the 
chimpanzee life cycle from continuing 
in its normal way. This will eventually 
lead to the species becoming extinct.


