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Introduction 

Welcome to Thursday. It’s table timer time! Yippee, fantastic! Oh no, wait now we have 

ttrockstars! 

 

Challenge 1 (English) 

English writing: Writing a play script 

Model write: WAGOLL 

Scene: Victorian workhouse, in the cold yard 

Characters: All dressed in rough, coarse workhouse clothes. All speak with cockney accents. 

Jim: Younger smallish boy, with badly cut roughed-up hair. 

Tip: Young boy with wild hair. 

Joseph: Old man, bent over with age, slow moving. 

Scene 1 

Joseph: Come on boys outside now, hurry up an’ ave a wash! 

Tip: Break the ice please Joseph. 

Joseph: All right, boys (Swings his arm to crack the ice on the water trough) 

Jim: Thanks Sir! 

Joseph: I’m not sir Jimmy, my name’s Joseph, and I don’t mind tellin’ yer. 

Jim: Thanks Mr. Joseph. 

(The boys pretend to wash their faces and under their arms) 

Joseph: No not Mr, just Joseph will do. 

Tip: What are we doing today Joseph? 
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Joseph: Making sacks for the market young Tip, yer making sacks! Come hurry up, hurry up. 

I’m  jibbering cold here! 

Tip: Bye Joseph! 

Jim: Bye Joseph! 

(Boys run across the stage to the right, Joseph turns and exits left) 

TASK: 

Li: Can I write a playscript 

Success Criteria  

 Include stage directions to explain what actions the character needs to do 

 Explain where the scene is to take place 

 Use the correct format for a playscript see WAGOLL 

Challenge: Simulate the same style of colloquial language as in Street Child 

Write a playscript in a similar style, using your planning from yesterday a maximum of 1 

page. Remember you don’t need speech marks (inverted commas) 

 

 

Reading: 

Reading text (Part 2) 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio p82-83 

This chapter is written from the point of view of Via – one of the main characters in the story. 

 

A Tour of the Galaxy 

August is the Sun. Me and Mom and Dad are planets orbiting the Sun. The rest of our family and 

friends are asteroids and comets floating around the planets orbiting the Sun. The only celestial body 

that doesn’t orbit August the Sun is Daisy the dog, and that’s only because to her little doggy eyes, 

August’s face doesn’t look very different from any other human’s face. To Daisy, all our faces look 

alike, as flat and pale as the moon. 

 I’m used to the way this universe works. I’ve never minded it because it’s all I’ve ever known. 

I’ve always understood that August is special and has special needs. If I was playing too loudly and he 
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was trying to take a nap, I knew I would have to play something else because he needed his rest after 

some procedure or other had left him weak and in pain. If I wanted Mom and Dad to watch me play 

soccer, I knew that nine times out of ten times they’d miss it because they were busy shuttling August 

to speech therapy or physical therapy or a new specialist or a surgery. 

 Mom and Dad would always say I was the most understanding little girl in the world. I don’t 

know about that, just that I understood there was no point in complaining. I’ve seen August after his 

surgeries: his little face bandaged up and swollen, his tiny body full of IVs and tubes to keep him alive. 

After you’ve seen someone else going through that, it feels kind of crazy to complain over not getting 

the toy you had asked for, or your mom missing a school play. I knew this even when I was six years 

old. No-one ever told it to me. I just knew it. 

 So I’ve gotten used to not complaining, and I’ve gotten used to not bothering Mom and Dad 

with little stuff. I’ve gotten used to figuring things out on my own: how to put toys together, how to 

organize my life so I don’t miss friends’ birthday parties, how to stay on top of my schoolwork so I 

never fall behind in class. I’ve never asked for help with my homework. Never needed reminding to 

finish a project or study for a test. If I was having trouble with a subject in school, I’d go home and 

study it until I figured it out on my own. I taught myself how to convert fractions into decimal points 

by going online. I’ve done every school project pretty much by myself. When Mom or Dad ask me 

how things are going in school, I’ve always said “good” – even when it hasn’t always been so good. My 

worst day, worst fall, worst headache, worst bruise, worst cramp, worst mean thing anyone could say 

has always been nothing compared to what August has gone through. This isn’t me being noble, by 

the way: it’s just the way I know it is. 

 And this is the way it’s always been for me, for the little universe of us. But this year there 

seems to be a shift in the cosmos. The galaxy is changing. Planets are falling out of alignment. 

 

2c 1. Why is the extract titled ‘A Tour of the Galaxy’? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 
 

2d 2. In the extract, August refers to…? 
 
____________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 
3. In paragraph 3 what evidence is there that Via has come to accept her life the way that it is? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
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4. What evidence is there in the text that August’s face looks different? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 
5. How do you think Via feels about her brother? Give evidence from the text to support your answers. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 
 
6. Why do you think Via has always told her parents that school is ‘good’ even when it hasn’t been? Use 

evidence from the text in your answer. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 
7. ‘So I’ve gotten used to not complaining, and I’ve gotten used to not bothering Mom and Dad with little 

stuff.’ Explain what Via means by the ‘little stuff’. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 

2e 8. Based on what you have read, what does the last paragraph suggest might happen to Via and August? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 

2f 9. What impact do the final two sentences have on the text as a whole? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 

2g 10. Why did the author choose to describe the family as planets? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
11. In the fourth paragraph why has the author chosen to repeat the word ‘worst’? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
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12. Why does the author use the simile ‘pale as the moon’? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 

2h 13. At the end of the extract what indication is there that life is about to change? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
 
 

 

 

 

Maths starter: 

You can play TTRockstars and earn some points and get your baseline sorted out! 
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Topic: 

LI: Can I outline the day in the life of a Victorian living in poverty? 

Steps to Success: 

 Discuss the key duties of the chosen job. 

 Give examples of the dangers associated with the job. 

 Indicate the emotions the child would be experiencing. 
 

Challenge: Can I describe the effect living in poverty would have had on their health and wellbeing? 

TASK 1: 

Gather information about what the daily life of a working-class Victorian child would have been like? 

I suggest you present this as a time line from when they get up until when they go to bed. 

TASK 2 

Turn your research into a fantastic dairy entry. You can assume your character went to one of the new ragged 
schools and had been lucky enough to be taught how to write. Please write at least 2 paragraphs or half a 
page long! 

 

Key vocabulary: 
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Resources to use for your research: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx67kty#zmmvp4j  

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/application/files/1414/5579/2208/what-was-life-for-children-victorian-

London.pdf  

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/children/index.htm  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-victorians/zh2w47h 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/life-victorian-era  
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