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Introduction 

Hump day! Middle of the week. We are going to be looking at poetry today. What did you 

learn from science yesterday? Can you name 3 gases that you find in air? 

English – reading and spelling can be done after lunch as well as PE. 

Reading – Comprehension today – Poetry 

Spellings -please complete the word search to help you learn your spellings 

English writing:  

TASK 1 

This poem is a modern poem about the poor in Victorian times, but it is not finished what 

can we up-level? 

In a workhouse 
Hav’ to get up before dawn, 

Ever since I was born. 

Hav’ to get into line, 

In double quick time. 

In a workhouse, in a workhouse. 

 

My breakfast is gruel, 

The overseers are cruel 

The whips hurt real bad 

Inside I grow mad 

In a workhouse, in workhouse. 

 

I make sacks all the day, 

My fingers are worn away. 

The lunch is a stew, 

No meat for me or for you. 

In a workhouse, in a workhouse. 

 

I work till it is eight 

I get paid, my wages ain’t great. 

In the evening we sing a song 

Locked away, ain’t that wrong? 

In a workhouse, in a workhouse. 
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TASK 2 

Write the draft of your poem 

Reading: 

The Listeners – Walter de la Mare 

 

‘Is there anybody there?’ said the Traveller,    

   Knocking on the moonlit door;  

And his horse in the silence champed the grasses    

   Of the forest’s ferny floor:  

And a bird flew up out of the turret,    

   Above the Traveller’s head:  

And he smote upon the door again a second time;    

   ‘Is there anybody there?’ he said.  

But no one descended to the Traveller;    

   No head from the leaf-fringed sill  

Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes,    

   Where he stood perplexed and still.  

But only a host of phantom listeners    

   That dwelt in the lone house then  

Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight    

   To that voice from the world of men:  

Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark stair,    

   That goes down to the empty hall,  

Hearkening in an air stirred and shaken    

   By the lonely Traveller’s call.  

And he felt in his heart their strangeness,    

   Their stillness answering his cry,  
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While his horse moved, cropping the dark turf,    

   ’Neath the starred and leafy sky;  

For he suddenly smote on the door, even    

   Louder, and lifted his head:—  

‘Tell them I came, and no one answered,    

   That I kept my word,’ he said.  

Never the least stir made the listeners,    

   Though every word he spake  

Fell echoing through the shadowiness of the still house    

   From the one man left awake:  

Ay, they heard his foot upon the stirrup,    

   And the sound of iron on stone,  

And how the silence surged softly backward,    

   When the plunging hoofs were gone. 

 

 

 

Content 

Domain 

Examples of questions from each content domain  

‘Using evidence from the text’ is a requirement in responses to all questions 

2a 1.  Find and copy one word meaning chewed. 

 

____________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2.  Where he stood perplexed and still 

Which word most closely matches the meaning of the word ‘perplexed’?  

 

Circle one -   peculiar   /   confused   /   motionless   /   excited   (1 mark) 
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3.  Find and copy one word/group of words that tells you there is greenery growing around the 

window. 

 

____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

4.  What does the word ‘thronging’ suggest about The Listeners? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

5.  Give the meaning of the word ‘smote’ in the context of the poem. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2b 6.  Using information from the text indicate whether the following statements are true or false: 

  

________   The Traveller only knocked on the door twice 

 

________   The house was in a town 

 

________   The events of the poem take place at night time   (1 mark) 

 

7.  According to the text, what is disturbed by the Traveller’s first knock on the door? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  
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_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

8.  How do the Listeners respond to the Traveller? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

9.  Who is ‘the one man left awake’? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

  

10.  What is meant by ‘the sound of iron on stone’? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2c 11.  Using information from the whole text, who do you think the Listeners are? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2d 12.  How can you tell that the Traveller was expecting to meet somebody at the house? 
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_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

13.  What evidence is there that the Listeners aren’t living beings? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

14.  How do you think the Traveller feels at the end of the poem? Explain why. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

 

15.  What does the phrase ‘that voice from the world of men’ suggest about the Traveller and the 

Listeners? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

16.  What evidence is there that the Traveller knows the Listeners are there? Give two examples 

from the text. 
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_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

 

17.  How can you tell that this poem might have been written a long time ago? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2e 18.  If the Traveller were to return, do you think the Listeners would answer? Use evidence in the 

text to explain your answer. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 
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2f 19.  For he suddenly smote on the door, even    

       Louder, and lifted his head 

What impact does this section have on the text as a whole? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

20.  Both the Traveller and the Listeners are described as ‘still’. What impact does this ‘stillness’ have on 

the poem as a whole? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

2g 21.  Look at the line containing the words ‘the silence surged softly backward’. Why did the author choose 

to use these words? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

  

22.  The air is ‘stirred and shaken’ by the Traveller’s call. What does this tell us about the house? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
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2h 23.  How does the mood of the Traveller change through the text? Use examples from the poem to 

support your answer. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 
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Maths Mental 

Let Battle commence! Will it be the boys or the girls? Remember it is your accuracy that counts, not 

how many you play. 

 



 
Year 6 Home learning during school closure 

 27 January 2021 
 

 12 
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This afternoon, remember to do some PE 

https://www.passltd.org/copy-of-hl-year-3-4 

This is the next lesson: lesson 2, this video is for Year 5 and 6 and is being taken by Miss Piper. It is on 

catching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.passltd.org/copy-of-hl-year-3-4

