
What is Fairtrade?
Fairtrade is a way of buying and selling products 
that allows the farmers to be paid a fair price for 
their products and have better working conditions.

Trade is ‘unfair’ when farmers receive very low 
income and have poor conditions while the 

companies that sell their products make lots of 
money from them.

Fairtrade products come from over 70 different 
countries from across the world. The people who 
produce these items receive a minimum price and 

premium for their products.
Fairtrade has encouraged many farmers to farm in 
a more sustainable and environmentally-friendly 

way, using less chemicals.

Homework

Can you raise awareness of Fairtrade?

Fairtrade aims to raise awareness of the needs of producers 
in developing countries. Buyers need to be convinced of the 
good reasons to purchase Fairtrade products.

Carry out some research into Fairtrade products and create a 
poster about Fairtrade or a bunting triangle to put on your 
classroom display!

Be creative and enjoy learning about Fairtrade and the 
impact it can have on different communities. 



How does Fairtrade help?

Choosing to buy fair trade items means that:
• workers receive better prices for crops so 

people can live better lives;
• the extra money goes into projects that help 

the local community such as bicycles to get to 
work or wells to provide water;

• people have better working conditions so 
workers are treated well and children are able 
to attend school

• farming is carried out in a sustainable way so 
that crops can be grown year after year;

• farmers and workers in poorer countries 
receive fair terms of trade (selling goods).

Fairtrade Logo
The Fairtrade Mark was 

introduced in 1994; it is a 
symbol awarded to 
products that are sold 
under certain fair trading 
conditions.

The Fairtrade symbol is made up of a blue sky that 
symbolises optimism, and an arm, raised in the air –
this represents empowerment. It also contains the 
colour green to symbolise growth.

History
The Fairtrade movement started as long ago as the 
1960’s. The first product to be classified as Fairtrade 
was Maya Gold chocolate, made by Green and 
Blacks, in 1994. Since then there have been many 
more things awarded the Fairtrade Mark, including 
tea, coffee, sugar, honey, flowers and cotton.

Fairtrade Facts
• There are over 4,500 products sold in the UK.

• A third of all bananas sold in the UK have the
Fairtrade Mark.

• There are over 1.4 million farmers and workers    
worldwide who work to produce Fairtrade 

products.

Glossary
Fairtrade A fairtrade product is a product whose
product         producer receives a guaranteed and 

fair price for their product. Fairtrade 
sets minimum standards for the pay
and conditions of workers.

Ethical          An ethical product is a product that has 
product        been produced without causing any 

harm to the producers or the 
environment.

Logo A symbol or other small design adopted
by an organisation.

Producer A producer of a food or material is a .
company or country that grows or   
manufactures a large amount of a 
good (or material)

Sustainable Meets current needs without 
compromising the ability to meet the 
needs of future generations.

Demand A spring that discharges hot water and 
steam.

Import Bringing (goods or services) into a 
country from abroad.

Export          Send (goods or services) to another 
country for sale.


