
Making a Silhouette

Instructions:
1) Find a picture of Queen Victoria in profile view

(from the side).
2) Draw the outline in a white pencil onto some 

black paper. Try to make the lines very simple 
and clear.

3) Cut out the silhouette as carefully as possible 
using some small scissors. 

4) Stick the black paper cut out onto a white 
background.

5) Put your silhouette in an old frame.

Please remember your proud presentation!

You might want to experiment with the medium that 
you make your silhouettes with. For example, you 
might want to use paint to fill in your outline instead 
of cutting out your silhouette in card. Make sure you 
stay in the lines, though!

Homework Task

Helpful Websites:

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victori
ans/victoria.htm

http://www.things-to-make-and-do.co.uk/paper-
and-card-projects/silhouette/silhouette.html

https://kids.kiddle.co/Silhouette

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-
help/queen-victoria

There are two parts to your task:

1) Please create your own silhouette 
of Queen Victoria 

2) Write a biography, which details 
what you have learned about 
Queen Victoria’s life from your 
research and reading.

Queen Victoria’s Reign

Key Dates

1819 Queen Victoria is born.

1837
Queen Victoria is crowned and 
becomes Queen.

1838
The first national railway line opens 
linking London to Birmingham.

1840

The Penny Post was introduced, so 
people could send letters for just a 
penny. This was the first time a stamp 
was created and used.

1840 Queen Victoria marries Albert

1851
Victoria and Albert open The Great 
Exhibition, which showcased the latest 
discoveries in science and technology.

1857
Indian Mutiny: India rose up against 
Victoria’s rule.

1861 Prince Albert died of typhoid.

1863

The world’s first underground railway 
is opened marking the beginning of 
the London Underground we know 
today.

1880
The Education Act makes schooling 
compulsory for all children aged 5-10.

1901
Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII 
becomes King.

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/victoria.htm
http://www.things-to-make-and-do.co.uk/paper-and-card-projects/silhouette/silhouette.html
https://kids.kiddle.co/Silhouette
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/queen-victoria


Queen Victoria
Queen Victoria was born on the 24th of May 1819. 
She ruled for 63 years and 7months, which at the 
time was longer than any previous British monarch.
Queen Victoria was so influential that we have 
named a whole period of history after her – The 
Victorian Era.

She inherited her throne at 18 years old and 
married her first cousin, Albert in 1840. They had 9 

children in total (four boys and five girls) When 
Prince Albert died in 1861, she went into a period 
of mourning where she only wore black and barely 

went out in public.

Under Queen Victoria, Britain conquered many 
countries across the world, creating the British 
Empire. It was the largest empire the world had 
ever seen, covering around a quarter of Earth’s 
land surface and ruling over 458 million people.

Victorian Silhouette Art 
(Augustin Edouart)

Silhouette art developed in Britain due to the 
invention of the first camera. People were able to 
capture the likeness of a person through this 
technique. 

Augustin Edouart, a French refugee took up this 
type to support and provide for his family. He later 
sailed to America, he was credited to be the 
“father of the silhouette” To create the artwork, 
he took full-length likenesses and cut them out of 
black paper using scissors.

Edouart created hundreds of portraits which are 
now housed in the National Portrait Galleries of 
London and Scotland.

Glossary
monarch A sovereign head of state, especially

a king, queen or emperor.

reign            The period of time that someone rules
as a monarch.

mourning A period of time where you feel 
sadness for the death of somebody.

British Empire   A group of countries ruled over by 
a single monarch.

colony A country or area under the control of 
another country.

Mutiny a rebellion or protest against people in 
power.

philanthropy.   Charitable acts or good deeds to help
others in society. 

silhouette The dark shape and outline of 
something or someone against a 
bright background.

profile The outline of something from the side.

.


