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Listening & Responding 
 

• do they understand a range of 
familiar statements already taught? 
• do they understand a range of 
familiar questions? 
• can they repeat and sing well-known 
French songs? 
 
 
May need items repeated. 

 

Speaking 

• can they give short and simple 
responses to what they see and hear? 
e.g. conversational French including 
greetings, number responses, taught 
vocab, colours, what’s the date?  
• can they name and describe people? 
e.g. Il/elle s’appelle.../Il est... using 
adjectives; il a sept ans  
• Can they name and describe simple 
classroom objects/colours?  
• can they use (set) phrases?  
 
Pronunciation may still be approximate 
and delivery hesitant, but their meaning 
is clear.  

 

Reading & Responding 

• can they read and understand single 
words and short phrases?  
• can they read aloud single words and 
phrases?  
• can they use books or glossaries to find 
the meanings of new words?  

 

Writing (Pictures used to support) 

• can they copy a short familiar phrase?  
• can they write or word- process set 
phrases we use in class?  
 
 
When they write familiar words from 
memory their spelling may be 
approximate.  
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Listening & Responding 
 

• do they understand short passages 
made up of familiar language?  
• do they understand instructions, 
messages and dialogues within short 
passages?  
• can they identify and note the main 
points and give a personal response on 
a passage?  
 
 
Spoken at near normal speed with no 
interference. May need short sections 
repeated.  
 

Speaking 

• can they have a short conversation 
where they are saying 2-3 things? 
Conversational, visits, hobbies etc) 
• can they use short phrases to give a 
personal response? 
• Can they name and describe places? 
La ville, le sale de classe, l’ecole etc  
 
Although they use mainly memorised 
language, they occasionally substitute 
items of vocabulary to vary the 
questions or statements.  

 

Reading & Responding 

• can they read and understand short and 
simple texts using familiar language, 
already taught?  
• can they identify familiar words from a 
short, simple text and give a response? 
(true of false, multiple choice, answer 
simple retrieval questions) 
• can they read independently?  
• can they use a bilingual dictionary or 
glossary to look up new words?  

 

Writing (Pictures used to support) 

• can they write 2-3 short sentences on 
a familiar topic?  
• can write simple opinions  
 
They write short phrases from memory 
and their spelling is readily 
understandable.  

 

Year 4 Modern Foreign Languages 

Year 3 Modern Foreign Languages 
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Progression of Skills 

Digital Literacy & Communication 

  

 
Listening & Responding 

 

• do they understand short passages 
made up of familiar language by 
responding to simple retrieval 
questions eg: matching texts to 
images/speech bubbles?  
• do they understand instructions, 
messages and dialogues within short 
passages? eg: matching texts to 
images/speech bubbles? 
• can they identify and note  
the main points and give a personal 
response on a passage?  

Spoken at near normal speed with no 
interference. May need short sections 
repeated.  

 

Speaking 

• can they have a short conversation 
where they are saying 3-4 things?  
• can they use their knowledge of 
vocabulary and grammar to adopt and 
substitute single words and phrases?  
Il, elle pronouns, gender, words in 
wrong places  
 
Although they use mainly memorised 
language, they occasionally substitute 
items of vocabulary to vary the 
questions or statements.  

 

Reading & Responding 

• can they read and understand short texts 
(including short stories)using familiar 
language already taught?  
• can they identify and note the main 
points and give a personal response? 
• can they read independently?  
• can they use a bilingual dictionary or 
glossary to look up new words?  
• can they use context to work out 
unfamiliar words?  

 

Writing (Pictures used to support) 

• can they write what they like and 
dislike about a familiar topic?  
J’aime... J’adore...  
Je deteste... 
Je n’aime pas...  
• can they use short phrases to give a 
personal response and/or an opinion?  
Je préfère... Je voudrais...  
 
They write short phrases from memory 
and their spelling is readily 
understandable.  

 

Year 5/6 Modern Foreign Languages 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 LKS2 UKS2 

Knowledge about 
France 

Children can:  
a identify the UK and France on a map;  
b name the capital of France and identify it on a map;  
c name Paris and France in French; 
d recognise images of Paris and name Paris landmarks in French. 
e understand written and spoken descriptions of Paris. 

Children can: 
a explain that France is in a different time zone to the UK; 
b explain that un arrondissement is an administrative district in Paris; 
c recall that there are 20 arrondissements in Paris; 
d recognise a number of French landmarks; 
e speak about Paris, its arrondissements and landmarks, with knowledge and 

fluency; 
f speak about French traditions and festivals; 

Listening Children can:  

a understand simple greetings;  
b understand and follow classroom instructions, such as 

Regardez;  
c listen and understand the numbers 0-12 and understand them 

in sentences about how old people are; 
d listen to simple rhymes, stories and sing simple songs, such as 

Frere Jacques; 
e explain that the final consonant in a French word is usually 

silent 
f recognise a growing range of question words in French, e.g. 

comment, quel, où, que and combien. 

Children can:  

a understand the words for 5 different places in a town;  

b listen to and understand the numbers 0-70;  

c continue to listen to rhymes, stories and sing simple songs 

d understand the days of the week; 

e explain that ‘salut’ is an informal greeting 

f understand and respond to vocabulary related to items found in the 
classroom; 

g  
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Speaking Children can:  

a greet and say ‘goodbye’ to their teachers, other adults and 
friends; 

b ask and respond to the question ‘comment tu t’appelle?’ 
(What is your name?) 

c say the numbers 0-12 and name some colours 

d say which animals they like or don’t like using J’aime and Je 
n’aime pas 

e say whether they live on a house or a flat, and say how many 
bedrooms there are 

f say that there is something, or there isn’t something, e.g. Il y a 
une piscine and Il n’y a pas de piscine 

g ask how something is spelt; 

h ask and say what something is using C’est? + noun 

i answer questions using the response oui and non; 

j ask and answer questions about how old they are; 

k ask someone where they live and answer the question if they 
are asked; 

l say the names of common animals, both masculine and 
feminine; 

m respond to a questions using the ‘ou’ conjunction 

n use some adverbial phrases – e.g. dans le jardin, il y a… 

Children can:  

a say the numbers 0-70 and use them to tell the time on the hour and then 5 
minutes;  

b use the adjectives grand and petit and know that they must precede the noun 
they describe; 

c ask where someone is going, and how to say where you are going; 

d recite the days of the week; 

e ask and answer questions about the locality in which they live; 

f ask and answer questions about my home and garden; 

g say what my favourite animal is, and what my favourites colour is, and can ask 
others; 

h ask someone how they are: Comment ça va ? and tell someone how I am: Ça 
va bien, merci; 

i use the question tag Et toi ? to ask a question based on a statement, e.g. J’ai 
10 ans, et toi ? 

j say when their birthday is, and ask someone when their birthday is; 

k ask and respond to questions about a variety of items typically found in the 
classroom; 

l ask someone to pass them something, and can pass something to someone 
else, using polite language; 

m say what their nationality is, and which language(s) they can speak; 

n talk about their school day and routine; 

o give key information about themselves and their family (siblings, pets, what 
they like doing etc.) 

p ask and answer questions about the weather. 

Writing Children can:  

a spell the names of some Paris monuments; 

b create sentences about Paris, using proper nouns, 
adverbials, a verb, adverb and a conjunction; 

c spell the common nouns (animals) and colour adjectives 
correctly 

d can apply their understanding of elision: de must become 
d’ if followed by a vowel, e.g. Il n’y a pas d’arbres 

Children can:  

a add an ‘e’ to the end of an adjective, to make it agree with a feminine 
noun; 

b create sentences about Paris, using proper nouns, adverbials, a verb, 
adverb and a conjunction; 

c spell the common nouns (animals) and colour adjectives correctly 

d create sentences using a writing frame; 

e use the cedilla correctly under the letter ‘c’. 

f can identify certain words and names when their teacher spells them 
using the French alphabet; 

g  
 



 

Knowledge about 
language 

Children can:  

a explain that places and names of people have a capital letter in 
both English and French;  

b  explain that a bilingual dictionary contains equivalent word in 
two languages. 

c use the verb il y a, the adverb aussi and the conjuction et.;  

d recognise the circumflex accent; 

e Explain that in French, the determiner must match the gender 
of the noun that it introduces. The indefinite article is un with 
masculine nouns, and une with feminine. 

Children can:  

a explain that the circumflex accent can appear over any vowel; 

b understand that in French, the days of the week are not written with a 
capital letter, unless they are the first word in a sentence; 

c explain that the preposition à is used before the names of towns and 
cities, e.g. J’habite à Belfast; 

d explain that there is a difference between informal and formal speech, 
e.g. s’il vous plaît and s’il te plaît. 

e In the present tense, I can conjugate some regular –er verbs/-re verbs and 
the irregular verb faire; 

f use the subject pronouns il and elle and match gender of the noun they 
are representing; 
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