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Today we are going 
to learn about a 

special man who had 
a dream.



Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day 

is an American national 

holiday marking the 

birthday of Martin 

Luther King, Jr.

This is Martin 

Luther King. 

Martin Luther King was 

born on January 15th, 

1929.

The holiday is held in 

January each year.



Martin Luther King was 
born in this house more 

than 80 years ago.

Martin Luther King was 
born in Atlanta in the USA. 

As a child he enjoyed doing 
all the sorts of things that 

you enjoy doing.

He enjoyed playing sports, 
he learned to 

play the piano and enjoyed 
going to school. 

But life was sometimes 
difficult for Martin Luther 

King
…because he was African-

American. 



America in the 
1950s & 1960s

Is this 

fair?

In the 1960s, life was particularly unfair 
for African Americans. They weren’t 

allowed to use the same facilities as the 
white people in the United States of 

America.

There were separate areas for African 
Americans and white people on public 

transport like buses and trains. 
African Americans had to use separate 

areas of parks and restaurants and even 
separate toilets to those used by white 

people.In some states in the USA, African-
American children weren’t allowed to go 

to school. Or they had to go to separate 
schools – these usually weren’t given a 

lot of money and didn’t have many 
resources.



Martin wanted to be a minister 
in the church. He wanted to 

make the lives of black people 
better because some were 

treated very badly. He worked 
hard and learned about people 
who tried to change things in a 

peaceful way. He did not want to 
get angry and fight.



Martin 
organised 
peaceful 

marches to help 
people be 
kinder and 

fairer to each 
other. 



“I have a dream…”
In 1963, Martin Luther 
King led a huge march 
on Washington, D.C., the 
US capital. 

Here, in front of a huge 
crowd,  Martin Luther King 
made his famous “I have a 
dream” speech. Here is a 
short extract:“I have a dream that 
one day little black boys 
and black girls will be 
able to join hands with 
little white boys and 
white girls as brothers 
and sisters.”



Amazing Achievements

The law was 
changed so that 
everyone could 
vote.



TIME FOR 
REFLECTION

This assembly has 

made me think 

about….

The key word for

this assembly is…

Today I have learnt…

I would like to

learn more about…

I found out several things today.

First I found out…

Furthermore I now know…


