
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Mastery Approach 
Long-term plans have been devised for each year 
group. Each subject will have a start and end point 
to ensure progression. The end point will be a 
‘final outcome,’ which could also be an assessed 
piece such as writing, drama or a low-stakes quiz 
etc. 
 
There are some subjects (Maths, Music, PE, RE, 
MFL) which are mostly taught discreetly. 
However, the same principles apply: the 
knowledge and skills children acquire which built 
upon throughout the year and across year groups. 
 
Knowledge organisers and homework 
 
We use knowledge organisers for each term to 
support children’s vocabulary and definition 
understanding. Children take these home and 
parent(s) are encouraged to support the children 
with learning new vocabulary and background 
knowledge. We also include a ‘menu’ of creative 
and inspiring activities for children to undertake 
at home with their families. This is not only used 
to engage the children and families into their 
learning, but to support them with their 
knowledge for their up- coming novel, subject or 
project. 
 
Trips and visitors 
 
Trips and visitors are a main part of the children’s 
experiences through our thematic curriculum. 
These trips or visitors will be key to ensuring 
children gain ‘real life’ experiences as part of their 
learning 
 

We believe all children should experience a deep, 
long-term, secure and adaptable understanding of 
all subjects across the curriculum. We achieve this 
through a Mastery Curriculum. Our curriculum 
places equal importance on core and foundation 
subjects. It has been designed to ensure children 
acquire, develop and deepen the knowledge they 
learn and the skills they practice through a 
‘Mastery Approach.’ 
 
The knowledge and skills learnt are based on the 
National Curriculum and are progressive 
throughout each year group. We also believe that 
central to enhancing our children’s learning is the 
need for experiences outside of the classroom to 
ensure there are opportunities to nurture 
creativity and discovery, broaden children’s 
knowledge and to give purpose to learning. 
 
Curriculum design 
 
The year is split into 3 themed terms from Year 1 
to 6. Although these have a specific focus for each 
term, there are opportunities within each term to 
experience all subjects. For example, although a 
theme may be heavily based around Geography, 
there will be ample opportunities for a small 
history project to embed previous knowledge and 
develop skills. 
 
Science will be taught throughout each theme; this 
will be taught discreetly. DT and Art will be 
embedded into the year through projects linked to 
their termly theme. Knowledge and skills children 
gain from these projects will be built upon 
throughout the year and across year groups.  
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We plan for a Mastery Curriculum.  This means our 
lessons (sessions) are organised into a clear and 
progressive sequence linked to Blooms Taxonomy.  
Each lesson/session consists of a deepening 
opportunity for children to reflect/apply/debate 
consider etc. This ensures progression within a 
lesson and ensures teachers always plan to deepen 
all children’s learning.  This will ensures children 
will either practice something they didn’t quite 
achieve in the lesson or deepen what they already 
know.  
 
 
Another way to develop a depth of understanding 
is to encourage pupils to think historically and 
geographically. We do this by providing lots of 
opportunities for pupils to investigate carefully 
planned big questions that get them to sort and 
compare, seek patterns and look for rules. Pupils 
also need to develop themselves as active 
historians and geographers; we need to provide 
opportunities for them to ask questions and create 
their own problems to explore. This is a great way 
to develop deep understanding but it also fosters 
curiosity and creativity. 
 

 
 
 
 

Planning for Mastery 
Examples of Depth of Knowledge  


