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Headteacher MessageCelebrations

Please continue to send us your child’s out of school 
achievements so we can celebrate them on the 

newsletter and in school. 

Name Celebration

Reception Ava Oneness

Year 1 Whole Class Resilience

Year 2 Erika Perseverance

Year 3 Whole Class Oneness

Year 4 Thea Determination

Year 5 Ashton Determination

Year 5 Ria Oracy

Year 6 Max G Perseverance

I am sorry to report that COVID-19 is still prevalent
in the local community and we have seen a
significant rise in cases in our school. Years One and
Three have been particularly affected, although we
also have other isolated cases throughout the
school. This is not only impacting upon our children,
but also staffing levels. Therefore, it is imperative to
test your children regularly with lateral flow tests,
and let us know if they test positive for COVID-19.
Please note that due to staff absences, certain
aspects of school life have been affected, such as
book changes and clubs. Please do bear with us, as
we hope that things will return to normality in the
near future. I would also like to thank all the HL
team, who have been working incredibly hard to
ensure the children’s daily routines have not been
impacted.

Staff Update 
I am delighted that Miss Lena Farmer is back from
her maternity leave this week. She will be
supporting across Years Three and One. We have
missed her very much and all the team are looking
forward to Miss Farmers return!

Well done to 
Piper-Bay who 
passed her Red 
Belt in Karate. 

Well done to 
Arish who passed 
her Yellow Belt in 

Karate. 

Well done to Arjan who was 
awarded Man of the Match, his 
football team won 5-2 and he 
passed his Red Belt in karate. 

LGBT+ History Month -February 

Article 2: (non-discrimination): The Convention applies to every 
child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, 
religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they 

think or say, whatever their family background.

Article 13: (freedom of expression): Every child must be free to 
express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of 
information as long as it is within the law.

Article 17: (access to reliable information): Every child has the 
right to reliable information from a variety of sources, and 
governments should encourage the media to provide information 
that children can understand. Governments must help protect 
children from materials that could harm them.

And of course, at the heart of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child are the values of dignity, equality and non-discrimination.



Class Number of Tickets 

Reception 85

Year 1 103

Year 2 148

Year 3 78

Year 4 149

Year 5 163

Year 6 135

Reading Raffle

Class Dojo Points 

Class Names 

Year 1 Isla G

Year 2 Addison and Arjan

Year 3 Elsie, David and Aleksander

Year 4 Habeeb and Kai

Year 5 Ria and Madison

Year 6 Kai

Well done to all the pupils who have been awarded 
a high number of Class Dojo Points last week. 

Accelerated Reader

Well done to Sophia, Ryan, Ify,

Emma, Bella, Isabella, Addison,

and Javier who passed three or

more Accelerated Reader

quizzes last week.

Class Attendance %

Reception 99.7%

Year 1 92.3%

Year 2 94.2%

Year 3 80.0%

Year 4 94.3%

Year 5 83.7%

Year 6 92.6%

Wallaby Class 85.6%

Total 90.7%

Attendance

Class Name

Reception Evie

Year 1 Thomas

Year 2 Bella

Year 3 Jack 

Year 4 Elias and Sienna

Year 5 Harley

Year 6 Jasmine

Reader of the Week  

Please remind your child to read daily 
and to complete a Times Table 

Rockstars activity every day. 
Thank you for your support. 

Times Table Rockstars

Last week Year 5 and 6 battled against each 

other. Congratulations to Year 5 who were the 

winning class.

Well done to Raj, Henry, Megan, Ma’ad, Max H 

and Poppy who were identified as the most 

‘significant and valuable’ players. 



Year 4 Bench Ball VIAT Competition 

What an amazing afternoon of Bench Ball we had on Thursday! Nine children from 
Year 4 arrived at The School of Science and Technology, ready and raring to go. 
They played four games, winning two, whilst working as a team and learning and 
adapting their strategy for each game. 

Despite their best efforts, VIPS Aylesford won the tournament, but everyone 
involved had a great time, and our Year 4 children did our school proud. 

Wonderdome

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5 visited the Wonderdome on Monday linking to their learning focusing on the topic of space. 
The children went up into in a rocket and learnt about the order of the planets from the sun and some fascinating facts about our 
solar systems.

Year 3 Ceramic Workshop – Valley Park  

On Wednesday, the second group of Year 3 pupils visited Valley Park School to participate in an exciting ceramic workshop. They 
learnt about Greek pottery before using a slab technique to create their own Greek pots. The children used a range of tools and 
learnt key skills during the workshop including casting slip, coiling and pinching. When their pots have been fired in the kiln and 
glazed, they will be returned to VIPS Holborough Lakes to be proudly displayed in the KS2 corridor. Thank you to Mrs Goemans 
for taking the children to this event and thank you to Valley Park for inviting our Year 3 pupils. 



SEND Review 

On Friday we were visited by Dr Alison Ekins, the Director of SEN across the Trust, along with the local Placement Evaluation
Officer, Sam Parker-Bruce and one of her colleagues. This was to review the provision we offer our children who have an
allocated place within our SRP. Although the official report has not been sent, the work Miss Matthews does, along with her
team, was recognised as being exceptional.

Oracy 

Over the course of the last term, both pupils and adults have worked hard to ensure
that oracy skills are at the heart of teaching and learning across the school. In order
to support the development of oracy skills, every classroom has an oracy display
with key sentence stems that pupils can use to scaffold and support their learning.
Furthermore, as part of the curriculum development in this area, there are now
clear progression maps and targets for each year group, allowing teaching staff to
focus on the five key aspects of oracy. These five areas are:-

• Delivery
• Language
• Organisation
• Listening and Responding
• Reasoning

Debate club is run on a weekly basis and this has recently been opened up to include
Year 4 pupils. Last term they completed a full debate on the theme of ‘It’s good to
be famous’. Both houses came up with some fantastic arguments and it was
fantastic to see their oracy skills come to life!

Rights Respecting Schools

In March, some of our Rights Respecting Ambassadors will be attending the Reconnect Kent Hackathon which is an event aimed
at unlocking the passion, skills and expertise of young people and help them fight against climate change.

They have recognised young people have decided they can either be the victims of climate change, or the agents of sustainable
change. They are the innovators and entrepreneurs who will shape our future.

At the event they will be working on a challenge to help young people better engage with the climate crisis and have more
impact when they are taking action. The winning idea will receive a grant of £8000 so that it can become a reality and be
delivered with young people. Runners-up grants of £4000 and £2000 will also be awarded.

We are excited to be entering this event - look out for further updates in due course.



World Book Week – Week Commencing 28th February  

Mrs Billingham has planned a fantastic week to Celebrate World Book Week - we cannot wait to take part in all the fun and
engaging activities.



Book Review –
Cookie and The Most Mysterious Mystery in the World    

In her third adventure, Cookie finds mysteries everywhere - but can she
solve them and save the science show?
Mysteries pile up on top of one another in Cookie’s latest hilarious
adventure. There are numerous secrets to uncover, several codes to
crack, a number of unusual occurrences and a very important Nani who
arrives from Bangladesh for a visit. Underlying all the gripping mystery
and the comedy there is a simple message about the importance of both
arts and science in school.
Konnie Huq’s fast-paced story is brilliantly brought to life in her witty line
illustrations which have a raft of jokes all of their own. With lots of
additional information about codes as well as instructions on some of
the things Cookie loves to make, this is a book to return to again and
again.

Book Donations

On Friday, Mrs Goemans and Mr Tom collected 41 boxes of books that have been donated to the school by Penguin Books at
Neighbourly. We want to say a huge thank you to Penguin and Neighbourly. These books will be a wonderful addition to our
growing library, and we cannot wait to get them unpacked!

PENGUIN MAKES BOOKS FOR EVERYONE
“Penguin is home to wide range of stories and writers from Zadie Smith and Margaret Atwood to Michelle Obama and Jamie
Oliver, and a whole host of children’s favourites including Roald Dahl and Peppa Pig. We’re proud that our books shape the
broader cultural life of our society and inform the national conversation. As the UK’s number one book publisher, we know the
power that books can have to change someone, in both big and small ways. And yet not everyone in our society has the means
or opportunity to read a book. Through Neighbourly we want to get books into the hands of people and communities who don’t
have access, by donating to good causes across the UK.”



National Online Safety 

We will be participating in Internet Safety
Day in school on 8th February. The theme
this year is, ‘All fun and games? Exploring
respect and relationships online’.

Mr Filewod has planned great activities for
the children to participate in and don’t
forget to come along to our Online Safety
Parent Workshop on Friday 11th February
at 8.45am.

National Online Safety have put together a
guide for parents for all you need to know
about YouTube. YouTube is a video-
sharing social media platform that allows
billions of people around the world to
watch, share and upload their own videos
with a vast range of content – including
sport, entertainment, education and lots
more. It’s a superb space for people to
consume content that they’re interested
in. As a result, this astronomically popular
platform has had a huge social impact:
influencing online culture on a global scale
and creating new celebrities. In the guide,
you'll find tips on a number of potential
risks such as connecting with strangers,
inappropriate content and high visibility.
For more information please visit:

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/vie
w/guide/youtube-2022

Our Website signposts to a range of
helpful websites and resources to support
with Online Safety, helping you and your
family stay safe online:
https://www.holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk/
2466/online-safety

Our Personal Development Challenge will focus on Online Safety this term; Miss Fassnidge will be launching this on Class Dojo
this week - keep your eyes peeled for further information. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/youtube-2022
https://www.holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk/2466/online-safety


PTA – Upcoming Events 

Holborough Lakes School PTA invites you to the 
Valentines Disco on Friday 11th February.

Reception & KS1: 3.45pm-5pm

KS2: 5.15pm - 6.30pm

Tickets are on sale now at a cost of £3.00 per child.
There will be a limited number of tickets available at the 
door at a cost of £3.50.

Due to popular demand, there will be goody bags, drinks 
and snacks available for the children to buy on the way into 
the disco, so don’t forget their pocket money.

Full details are on the ParentMail sent on 18th January. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Disco!

As part of our curriculum and the wider work
around how we teach our children to
safeguard themselves, we are delighted to be
sharing what we do in school and how we
teach this aspect of the curriculum at our
Online safety Parent Workshop on 11th
February at 8.45am.
The PTA will be serving refreshments at this
event so please don’t forget to bring along
some change.



Dates

School Term Dates 2021-22

2021-2022 (Subject to change) 

Term 3: Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 11th February 2022
(Tuesday 4th January - Staff Development Day)

Term 4: Tuesday 22nd February 2022 – Thursday 31st March 2022
(Monday 21st February and Friday 1st April- Staff Development Days)

Term 5: Tuesday 19th April 2022 – Friday 27th May 2022
(Monday 18th April Bank Holiday and  2nd May – Bank Holiday)

Term 6: Monday 6th June 2022 – Friday 15th July 2022
(Friday 17th June - Staff Development Day)

Term 1: Monday 5th September 2022 – Friday 21st October 2022
(Thursday 1st September and Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Days)
(Friday 7th October - Staff Development Days)

Term 2: Monday 31st October 2022 – Friday 16th December 2022



Dates

Please note all dates are subject to change 

01.02.22  Year 6 Maths Workshop – Parents invited  9.30am – 10.00am 

02.02.22 Year 3 Maths Workshop – Parents invited  9.30am – 10.00am 

02.02.22 Year 5 Primary Maths challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

03.02.22  Year 1 Maths Workshop – Parents invited  9.30am – 10.00am 

04.02.22 Holmesdale School Workshop in School – Year 6 

04.02.22 PTA Quiz Night  7pm – 9pm **Postponed**

08.02.22 Internet Safety Day

09.02.22 Gianna Pollero - Author Visit Year 3, 4 and 5. 

10.02.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

11.02.22 Online Safety Parent Workshop – 8.45am 

11.02.22 Valentines Disco

22.02.22 Parent Consultations  ***Date Changed**

23.02.22 PTA Meeting 3.30pm in school 

24.02.22 Parent Consultations  - **School Closes at 2pm**

28.02.22 – 03.03.22 Book Fair after school

01.03.22 Pyjama Day - Children to come into school in Pyjamas for a donation of £1

02.03.22 Big Book Share – 2.45pm – Parents invited 

02.03.22 Year 5 Primary Football Tournament (Invite Only)

03.03.22 World Book Day - Dress up as a book character or wear a costume that represents a book for a donation of £1

04.03.22 Year 3 and 4 Trip to Lullingstone Roman Villa



Dates Continued 

10.03.22 Year 5 Primary STEM Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

10.03.22 Panda Class Stay and Play 2pm – ** Rescheduled date ** 

17.03.22 VIAT Primary Netball Match Year 5 & 6 (Invite Only)

18.03.22 Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

21.03.22 – 01.04.22 – Sustrans Bike Walk and Wheel 

25.03.22 PTA Mothers Day Sale – TBC 

29.03.22  International Cultural Festival

29.03.22 PTA Mothers Day Afternoon Tea – after school

30.03.22 2.15pm Easter Service  Years 3 and 4 - 2.15pm 

30.03.22 PTA Mothers Day Afternoon Tea – after school

31.03.22 Non-Uniform Day for a donation to our wildlife area – more details to follow 

31.03.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

21.04.22 PTA Meeting 3.30pm in school 

04.05.22  Young Voices Concert **New date**

05.05.22 Living Land Trip – Year 3 & 4 

06.05.22 to 13.05.22 Bikeability Year 5

09.05.22 to 13.05.22 KS2 SATs Week

13.05.22 PTA Quiz Night 

18.05.22 VIAT Change 4 Life Event (Invite Only)

18.05 – 20.05.22 Year 5 Residential

24.05.22  Profiles Photography (Class Groups)

25.05.22 Race for Life 



Dates Continued 

26.05.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

26.05.22 CAT Assessment Meetings (3.20pm onwards) (Year 5 Parents)

Week commencing Monday 06.06.22 Phonics Screen 

Week Commencing 06.06.22  Science Week 

Week Commencing Monday 06.06.22 Multiplication Check (3-week time frame)

08.06.22 PTA Meeting 3.30pm in school

09.06.22 Year 5 Parent PESE meeting  (Kent Test Meeting) –3.20pm

15.06 – 18.06.22 Year 6 Residential

16.06.22 VIAT Sports Festival Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 VIAT Primary Speaking Challenge Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 Sports Day 

05.07.22 Year 4 Transition Meeting for Parents 3.30pm

06.07.22 Reserve Sports Day 

07.07.22 VIAT Primary Sports Day at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.07.22 Hillfest (TBC)

08.07.22 Reports to parents

11.07.22 Meet the Teacher 3.30pm

12.07.22 (9.30am) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

13.07.22 (6pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

14.07.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

15.07.22 Year 6 Leaver’s Service (2.00pm)


