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Headteacher Message

The long and anticipated wait for schools to
fully reopen has finally come!
Last Monday saw the children running into
school with huge smiles on their faces. The
teachers were delighted to be able to teach
face-to-face and see first-hand how they have
grown! The children have settled back into
school life beautifully considering they have
not been in school for 11 weeks! I know for
some, there will be worries and anxieties, but
teachers are dedicated to working with
individual families to help support any children
who are experiencing any difficulties.
With this in mind we are committed to the
welfare of every child at VIPS Holborough
Lakes; our focus for the first week back has
been on the children's wellbeing. We will
continue to monitor the children's emotional
wellbeing and mental health, throughout this
period of time.

Name Celebration

Reception Ava Resilience

Year 1 Whole Class Resilience

Year 2 Daisy Perseverance

Year 3 Tobi Determination

Year 4 Ruzivo Resilience

Year 5 Alex Determination

Year 6 Edward Resilience

Celebrations

Please keep sending in your out of school achievements as we love 
to celebrate them in school. 

There are three articles that provide a particularly strong link 
this week:

Article 2 (non-discrimination) 

The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, 

whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities 

or any other status whatever they think or say, whatever 

their family background.

Article 12 (respect for the views of the child)

Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and 

wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views 

considered and taken seriously.

Article 30 (children from minority or indigenous groups)

Every child has the right to learn and use the language, 

customs and religion of their family, whether or not these are 

shared by the majority of the people in the country where 

they live.



Purple Mash Writing Competition 

Purple Mash are running a Book of Hope writing competition, please visit  World Book Day | 2Simple - 2simple.com for 
more information on how to take part. 

Attendance Reader of the Week 
Name

Year 1 George

Year 2 Luke

Year 3 Sophia

Year 4 Madison

Year 5 Poppy

Year 6 Prince

Class Attendance %

Reception 100%

Year 1 100%

Year 2 97.1%

Year 3 100%

Year 4 99.4%

Year 5 100%

Year 6 93.7%

Total 98.9%

Accelerated Reader  
Well done to the following pupils who passed three 

Accelerated Reader quizzes last week:

• Grace

• Sophia

• Beau

• Sebastian

• Aleksander 

• Darcy-Rae

Please continue to remind your child to quiz on Accelerated 

Reader. 

Class Dojo Points 
Class Names

Reception Aaina, Anwuli, Alexander, Lexi, Thomas and Timur

Year 1 Arish, Arjan, Finnley, Oliver M and Theo T

Year 2 Astrid, Eloise, Evie, Harrison, Sebastian and Zara

Year 3 Arabella, Chloe, Dominic, Kento and Max

Year 4 Jasmine, Madison, Megan, Raj, Ria and Ruzivio

Year 5 Anton, Jessie, Kai, Finan, Prekshaa and Zack. 

Year 6 Kristin, Laurence, Mason, Megan, Niamh, Reanna, 

Yananai

https://2simple.com/landing-pages/world-book-day-competition/


Staff Update 

Celebrating efforts and successes over the past year 

Epic Schools Library 
Don’t forget you can use our Epic School Library!
This is a FREE online library and supports the Accelerated Reader scheme. You can browse, select and read books including comics, fiction and 
non-fiction, using the Accelerated Reader reading level. 

To access their large range of books, please follow the steps below: 
• Visit the website: https://www.getepic.com/sign-in
• Click on Students and Educators
• Type in qqq9802 into the box under ‘Student Login’ and click ‘Go’. 
• Click on ‘Guest’.

You will now have access to browse their wonderful range of books! 

I am delighted to share some staffing updates with you. As you are aware, Miss Lena Farmer will be starting her
maternity leave at the end of term; we are pleased to welcome Mrs Shantelle Smith, who will be joining us from 10th
May. This will allow for a 3-week hand-over period.
We also welcome Miss Kate Moore, who will be joining Tiger class. Miss Moore will be an additional adult to support
Miss Daniels and Miss Morsley and is very much looking forward to becoming part of our Holborough Lakes family.
Miss Moore days in school will be in Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

Finally, we will be saying a fond farewell to Miss Dudney, who works in Wallaby class (SRP). Miss Dudney has been
with us for 2 years; she will be sadly missed. Miss Dudney will be starting a new career in the prison service; we wish
her all the best. With this in mind, we welcome Miss Mia Greenslade. Miss Greenslade will be joining us very soon, to
allow for a hand-over; she is very much looking forward to meeting the children.

Thank you to everyone who has already posted comments, photos and images of your 
child’s achievements to our padlet. If you have not already done so, please use our Padlet to 
gather this information in one place to celebrate your child’s successes and efforts over the 
past year. 

Please see the ParentMail dated 9th March for more information on how to do this.

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in


Times Tables Rockstars

Well done to Ma’ad, Reanna, Arabella, Layl, Ify, Rohan, Mrs Martin, Callum, Kaitlyn and Prince for achieving the top 10 speed

ratio on Time Tables Rockstar's this week.

Comic Relief – 19th March 

On Friday 19th March to support Comic Relief we are having a non-school uniform day with a red theme. Children can 

come to school in non-school uniform and wear red items to support the charity for a donation.

When you donate to Comic Relief, you’re supporting people living incredibly tough lives, in the UK and around the world. 

Their vision is to create a just world free from poverty and we’re doing this by funding amazing organisations doing 

amazing things.

We cannot accept cash in the office and are therefore asking for donations to be made via our Just Giving Page Valley 

Invicta Primary School at Holborough Lakes is fundraising for Comic Relief: Red Nose Day (justgiving.com)

In school we will be participating the Times Tables Rockstars ‘Rock Down 

Relief UK’ event giving the children an opportunity to earn ‘coins to 

spend in the Times Tables Rockstars avatar shop. To support Comic 

Relief all children need to do is purchase one of the virtual red noses for 

their TTRS avatar and TTRS will donate 5p to Red Nose Day. Remember 

folks...it’s your virtual TTRS coins (not real money) and you get a virtual 

red nose (not a real one)! Nonetheless, TTRS know you've worked hard 

for those coins, which is why they will proudly make a donation on your 

behalf.

Red noses are available in the avatar shop for 1 month, starting on 12th 
March 2021, and will cost at least 50,000 coins. Get saving to get 
spending!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/valley-invicta-primary-school-at-holborough-lakes1


Specialist Resource Provision Project 

We are in the process of creating an outside sensory area in our Specialist Resource Provision.  
To complete the project we are kindly asking for donations of the following items:

• Off cuts of wood – These will be painted and made into ‘houses’. 
• Artificial grass – ideally we require 4ft wide x 8ft long 
• Planting pots to hang on fences
• Small and large stumps of wood
• Planter boxes 
• Fence screening – ideally green 

If you would like to donate any of these items please contact the school office, 01634 242 839, and ask to speak to 
Mr Tom who can provide further information. 

Thank you for your support. 

Wellbeing 

We are holding our next Virtual Wellbeing Drop in Session on Thursday 18th March at 12 noon.
We will focus on the return to school and any questions you may have relating to wellbeing. If you would like to join 
us, please use the zoom details sent via ParentMail or contact Mrs Green, c.green@holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk

We have created handy guides for common issues parents face, please take a look at them on our website:
Wellbeing - Holborough Lakes (viat.org.uk)

We are delighted to announce Miss Matthews is our identified Wellbeing Champion, watch this space for more 
information!

mailto:c.green@holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk
https://www.holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk/3250/wellbeing


NSPCC Internet safety 

Parental Controls 
Parental controls help you to block or filter upsetting or inappropriate content, and control purchases within apps. You can 
install parental control software on your child's and family's phones or tablets, games consoles, laptops and your home internet.
Parental controls can help you to:

• plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for
• create content filters to block apps that may have inappropriate content
• manage the content different family members can see

For further information and details on how to set parental controls please visit the NSPCC website: 
Parental controls | NSPCC

To support with the safe re-opening of schools and to prevent asymptomatic transmission of COVID-19 the staff 
members at VIPS Holborough Lakes are taking part in the Lateral Flow Testing programme, staff are tested twice 
weekly, we have been running this programme since Term 3. 

To further support this, the same lateral flow tests as we use in school, are now available to parents and family 
members, of primary and secondary aged pupils. If you are already using these kits, we would like to thank you for 
working with us to try to prevent transmission of COVID-19. If you have not yet used these tests, please can I 
encourage you to do so. Anything we can do collectively to reduce the risk, for the whole school community, is of 
benefit to us all. The lateral flow tests are useful for identifying cases of the virus where symptoms are not present. 
They are a very useful tool to limit the spread of the virus and to continue to keep our school fully open.

For further information and to order a test kit please visit: Schools and colleges testing: order coronavirus (COVID-19) 
rapid lateral flow home test kits - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Lateral Flow Test 

Packed Lunch Reminder 

Please can we kindly remind everyone that we are a ‘NUT FREE’ school. We ask parents not to put any nuts or items containing 
nuts in their child’s packed lunches, this includes chocolate spread (such as Nutella); just the protein in the air can set off an 
allergic reaction! Thank you so much for helping us keep our children safe. 
To promote healthy eating, sweets and chocolate bars are not permitted in lunch boxes, thank you for your support and co-
operation. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Dates

School Term Dates 2020-21

Term 4:  Monday 22nd  February 2021 – Tuesday 30th March 2021
(Wednesday 31st March – Staff Development Day)

Term 5: Monday 19th April 2021 – Friday 28th May 2021
(Monday 3rd May – Bank Holiday)

Term 6: Monday 7th June 2021 – Friday 16th July 2021
(Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day)

2021-2021 (Subject to change) 
Term 1: Thursday 2nd September 2021 — Friday 22nd October 2021
(Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day)

Term 2: Wednesday 3rd November  2021 – Friday 17th December 2021
(Monday 1st November and Tuesday 2nd November - Staff Development Days)

Term 3: Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 11th February 2022
(Tuesday 4th January - Staff Development Day)

PTA – Easy Fundraising

Easy Fundraising is a great way of raising money for our PTAQ while you shop at no extra cost to you!

All you need to do is sign up to our Easy fundraising Page and shop through the app, every time you shop donations will be

made to our PTA. Please follow the link below for more information:

Holborough Lakes Primary School Fundraising | Easyfundraising

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holboroughlakesps/?q=Holbo&cat=cause-autosuggest


Dates

All dates are subject to change art short notice due to COVID-19 restrictions 

19.03.21 Virtual Author Workshop Year 3,4,5 and 6. 

19.03.21 Comic Relief

25.03.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

WB 29.03.21 – Autism Awareness Week – More details to follow 

30.03.21 9am Virtual Easter Assembly in school (pupils only) 

27.04.21 Year 3-6 Spelling Workshop 4pm (Virtual) 

04.05.21 Year 3-6 Reading Workshop 4pm (Virtual) 

WC 10.05.21—Bikeability for Year 5 Pupils 

WC 24.05.21 – Science week in school

27.05.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

23.06.21 Sports Day 

30.06.21 Reserve Sports Day

25.06.21 Kent Police open day – Year 6 (Date TBC)  

01.07.21 Year 3 and 4 Refugee event in school

03.07.21 Snodland carnival 

WC 05.07.21 Careers and Enterprise Week 

08.07.21 – 09.07.21 – Year 6 Campout TBC

09.07.21 Hillfest

10.07.21 Year 3 and 4 Boot fair to raise money for Save the Children

12.07.21 VIAT’s Got Talent TBC

13.07.21 (2pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

15.07.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)



Dates continued 

All dates are subject to change art short notice due to COVID-19 restrictions 

15.07.21 (6pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

02.07.21 Reports out

16.07.21 Year 6 Leaver’s Service (2.00pm)


