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Headteacher MessageCelebrations

Please continue to send us your child’s out of school 
achievements so we can celebrate them on the newsletter 

and in school. 

Well done to James R who 
was awarded  player of the 
week at football for being 
the most improved player 

and his team won 5-3!

The last week of term sees all the children
coming together to celebrate cultural week.
This will be a fantastic end to our first term
back after the easing of lockdown
restrictions. I would like to take this
opportunity to say a huge thank you to Miss
Fassnidge who has been preparing for this
event since the start of term. I would also
like to thank all the parents and carers who
will be giving up their time this week, to
share their knowledge and experiences with
our children.
We look forward to sharing all our learning
with parents on Thursday at 2pm, please
make your way to the hall doors.

On Friday, the children can come into school
wearing own clothes, which represent their
culture, interests or celebrates their
individuality.

Have a wonderful half term and we look
forward to seeing the children back on
Wednesday 3rd November.

Article 16 – The Right to 
Privacy 

Every child has the right to 
privacy. The law should protect 
the child's private, family and 

home life, including protecting 
children from unlawful attacks 

that harm their reputation. 

We are pleased to be holding our
first Achievement Assembly of the
year on Thursday, we will
celebrate the name of the pupils
who will be receiving an award on
Class Dojo on Thursday.



Class Number of Tickets 

Year 1 81

Year 2 TBC

Year 3 106

Year 4 TBC

Year 5 105

Year 6 48

Reading Raffle

Class Dojo Points 

Class Names 

Year 1 Cratus, Primrose, Stanley and 

Thomas. 

Year 2 Emma, Finnley, Sienna and 

Theo P. 

Year 3 Beau, Evie, Isla and Zara. 

Year 4 Ije and Arabella. 

Year 5 Ashton, Madison, CeCe and 

Ify. 

Year 6 Callum, Kaelan and Poppy. 

Well done to all the pupils who have been awarded 
a high number of Class Dojo Points last week. 

Times Tables Rockstars

Well done to Alexandru, Luke, Kaelan,

Arabella, Evie, Eloise, Harrison, Henry,

Max V and Riley for achieving the top 10

lifetime earnings on Times Tables

Rockstars!

Accelerated Reader

Well done to Astrid, Harry B, Teddie,

David, Saiya, Evie, Dominic, Max V, Elias,

Sophia, April, Emma, Sienna, Arish and

Piper-Bay who passed three or more

Accelerated Reader quizzes last week.

Class Attendance %

Reception 96.0%

Year 1 93.7%

Year 2 97.4%

Year 3 95.0%

Year 4 95.8%

Year 5 98.3%

Year 6 93.8%

Wallaby Class 79.6%

Total 95.0%

Attendance



Governors Visit 

Last week the VIPS Holborough Lakes governors came into school to complete one of their termly
monitoring visits. They met many of the children and were amazed by them all.
The main focus of the day was to see how reading is taught at school and how important it is to help the
children with all of their learning. They saw examples of their wonderful work and some of them read to us.
All of the governors who visited either on Wednesday or Friday commented on how good it was to be back
in school and how enthusiastic the children were.
Well done to the staff and families - the children are a real credit to you all.

Year 2 VIAT Football Match 

On Thursday,  a Year 2 VIAT football tournament was held at 
Invicta Grammar School. Seven willing and brave Year 2 pupils 
made up our team. They played extremely well in their first 
game and had several shots at goal, however, the game ended 
goalless. We played very well against the next two teams but 
unfortunately lost. Most importantly everyone had a good time 
and learnt the importance of playing as a team. Overall VIPS 
Holborough Lakes finished in third place.

Positive Inspiration – Cultural Week  

As part of Cultural Week, the children have been learning about famous people who have inspired us and 
positively impacted the way that we live today. Some of the people we have learnt about are: 

We look forward to celebrating Math's Week from 8th November, further details will follow in due course. 



Reading for Pleasure 

Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds for children. It gives them the opportunity to use their imagination 
to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters.
Reading for pleasure also improves children’s well-being and empathy. It helps them to understand their own 
identity, and gives them an insight into the world and the views of others. Research shows that reading for 
pleasure can be directly linked to children’s success throughout their time at school and even into adulthood.
For ideas on how to encourage your child to read in their own time, and book recommendations to inspire a 
life-long love of reading, please follow this link: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-for-pleasure/

Book Review – Stormbreaker

Book Signing 

Author of children’s book series, Monster Doughnuts,
Gianna Pollero, will be signing books and speaking to
guests at an event at Waterstones in Fremlin Walk,
Maidstone on Saturday 30 October 2021, between 12
noon and 2pm.
Gianna visited school earlier this year to talk about
reading, writing and her journey as an author, which
inspired some great story ideas from the children at
VIPS Holborough Lakes.
When Gianna isn’t writing books, she works as
Communications Manager for Valley Invicta
Academies Trust so we know her well and would
encourage you all to pay her a visit on the 30th if you
can!

To attend the event, you need to book free of charge
tickets, via the link below:
https://www.waterstones.com/events/halloween-
monster-doughnut-fun-at-waterstones-
maidstone/maidstone

The book is about a fourteen year old boy called Alex 
Rider who is a schoolboy. But then MI6 ask Alex to 
become a spy. He has to take part in training exercises 
and he is armed with special gadgets. He is then ready to 
start his first mission. Maybe his first mission is his last; 
every chapter leaves you on a cliffhanger, so you just want 
to keep on reading!

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-for-pleasure/
https://www.waterstones.com/events/halloween-monster-doughnut-fun-at-waterstones-maidstone/maidstone


Personal Challenge 

Half Term Activities 

After the successful trial of our VIPS Holborough Lakes Personal Development Challenge during terms 5 and 
6, we are hoping that everyone will enjoy the new challenges this term and work towards a full set of 
certificates by the end of the year!

The focus for term is BEING ACTIVE and the challenges are as follows:

• Choreograph and perform a dance based on your favourite TV show of film
• Build a den; there are some great ideas here: https://www.noaandnani.co.uk/den-building-ideas-for-the-
best-dens-ever-i43
• Create an obstacle course and see how quickly you can complete it; can you improve your time?
• Make up your own ball game and teach it to somebody
• Walk to the top of a hill or explore a new part of the local countryside
• Create an orienteering map of your garden or local area and hide some painted rocks for others to find
• Take part in a sporting or active club.

Please submit photos of your activities to your ClassDojo portfolio. We can’t wait to see what you get up to. 
Certificates will be awarded to anyone that completes a challenge.

The children who completed the Term 6 Personal Challenge will receive their certificate Achievement 
Assembly on Thursday.

We have started to receive some entries for Term 1 already!

With half term almost here take a look at the links below for some wonderful ideas for half term fun!

https://letsgowiththechildren.co.uk/events/halloween-magic-at-lullingstone-castle-and-the-world-garden/

https://letsgowiththechildren.co.uk/events/halloween-2021at-leeds-castle/

https://www.kentonline.co.uk/whats-on/news/half-term-fun-for-families-across-kent-255035/

https://www.noaandnani.co.uk/den-building-ideas-for-the-best-dens-ever-i43
https://letsgowiththechildren.co.uk/events/halloween-magic-at-lullingstone-castle-and-the-world-garden/
https://letsgowiththechildren.co.uk/events/halloween-2021at-leeds-castle/
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/whats-on/news/half-term-fun-for-families-across-kent-255035/


Polite Reminder 
We would like to remind parents that children must check they have everything they need for the school day
before leaving the house in the morning; including water bottles, bags, coats and lunch. We are unable to 
disturb the classes once they have started their lessons. 
Children must also arrive promptly at school at 8.30am. If your child arrives after the gate has closed, you 
must bring them through to the office and sign them in giving a reason for the lateness. They will also be 
recorded as late on our register. 
We also ask that you book routine appointments such has for the dentist, opticians and doctors after school 
hours, however we do understand this is not always possible.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Parent Lunches 

Superhero Themed Lunch – 11th November 

We are pleased to announce we are offering our Parent Lunch sessions from term 2! These are a wonderful 
opportunity for parents to join their children for a school lunch. You will need to order your child’s meal via 
the Cucina Online ordering system in the usual way and if you would like to join your child  for a meal the 
cost will be £2.30 per adult; this will need to be paid via ParentMail.
Further details will follow and please see the dates below for your information. 

• 9th November - Year R (11.50am)
• 16th November - Year 2 (12.00 noon)
• 23rd November - Year 3&4 (12 noon)
• 30th November - Year 1 (12.20pm)
• 7th December - Year 5 & 6 (12.30pm)

Cucina are holding a Theme Day Lunch on Thursday 
11th November , please see the attached special 
menu for the day.

Please place all lunch orders via the Cucina online 
ordering 
system https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/


PTA Halloween Disco – 22nd October 

Holborough Lakes School PTA invites you to the Halloween Disco on Friday 22nd October!

Reception & KS1: 3.45pm-5pm
KS2: 5.15pm - 6.30pm

Tickets are £3.00 per child and payment must be made in cash no later than Tuesday 19th October. Please 
send your money (ensure you send the correct amount as the office are unable to give change) in a sealed 
envelope. You must write your child / children's name/s on the envelope along with their class name. The 
envelope can either be dropped into the post box in school reception or given to your child's class teacher. 

There will be a limited number of tickets available at the door at a cost of £3.50.

For full details please see the ParentMail dated 8th October.

Thank you for supporting the Holborough Lakes PTA



Online Safety – Squid Game Information 

What is Squid Game?

Netflix’s Squid Game is set to become the streaming service’s most successful show of all time, with huge numbers of viewers taking to social media to 
discuss each new episode. The South Korean thriller features some scenes of fairly brutal violence and is rated 15 by the BBFC. It follows a group of adults 
who compete to win innocent-looking playground games, but who are killed if they do not succeed at the tasks.
An unexpected success in terms of viewing figures, Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across various online platforms. There has been a slew of 
content created – ranging from memes to apps – that convey the violence of the show, so it is important for parents, carers and educators to understand the 
basis of Squid Game and the potential risks to young people who might be exposed to it.

What are the hazards for children?
Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and images from the show being uploaded onto social media sites such as TikTok, with the #SquidGame hashtag 
being viewed more than 22.8 billion times. There have been reports of children who have accounts on these platforms inadvertently viewing gory, explicit 
scenes from the programme, and parents and carers should be mindful of the prevalence of these uploads.
The popularity of the programme has also led to online challenges based on various scenes, which see people taking part in seemingly innocent children’s 
games. On the show, however, characters are executed if they fail in the game – and videos of people pretending to kill each other after competing in Squid 
Game-style contests are going viral on social media, where they are easily accessible to children.

What is the Squid Game Challenge app?
Squid Game Challenge (also known as K-Game Challenge) is an app for smartphones and tablets that has been released for Android and iOs, and the two 
systems differ significantly on their age ratings for the game. The iTunes Store rates the app as 12+ (advising of “mild/infrequent horror/fear themes”), while 
the PEGI rating for Android is just 3+, which means that very young children might be able to download and play the game even with parental controls activated 
on their device or through Google Play.
The gameplay is frequently interrupted by pop-ups and ads (sometimes appearing while the user is rapidly tapping their screen while attempting to complete 
the challenge). This could easily lead to unwanted purchases or accidental visits to inappropriate sites beyond the app.

What can trusted adults do?
As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the content that your children are viewing. Speak to them openly and chat about how they have been spending 
time on their devices; let them ask questions, too. Ensure that the parental controls are activated on your child’s device and that age-restricted child profiles 
are properly set up any on-demand services available through the family TV (such as Netflix, in this case) to prevent inappropriate content being streamed.
If you see your child replicating the challenges from the show or hear them talking about scenes and characters from Squid Game, it would be a timely 
opportunity to discuss with them that the programme is not intended for children, that much of the content would be inappropriate for their age, and that the 
violence in the series is very realistic and often upsetting.

For further information and advice about keeping your child safe online please visit: 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-
need-to-know?fbclid=IwAR3ePuDo79pOxbcFPk3cJUKcYXkkOjCPHvEy3rJYXvj1-cbL-ViWWwogHRI

Morrisons – It’s Good to Grow

We are collecting vouchers from Morrisons 'It's Good to Grow' 
Scheme and we hope to reach our target of 3000 vouchers so we can 
purchase compost bins for our school!

Please visit our schools page for information and details of how you 
can sign up:

https://itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/school/140431

Thank you for your support.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/what-parents-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/what-parents-need-to-know-about-online-challenges
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-age-ratings-bbfc-pegi
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/online-content-conversation-starters
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/parental-controls-for-iphone-apps
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/parent-controls-for-apps-android
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/netflix-guide
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know?fbclid=IwAR3ePuDo79pOxbcFPk3cJUKcYXkkOjCPHvEy3rJYXvj1-cbL-ViWWwogHRI
https://itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/school/140431


Dates

School Term Dates 2021-22

2021-2022 (Subject to change) 
Term 1: Thursday 2nd September 2021 — Friday 22nd October 2021
(Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day)

Term 2: Wednesday 3rd November  2021 – Friday 17th December 2021
(Monday 1st November and Tuesday 2nd November - Staff Development Days)

Term 3: Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 11th February 2022
(Tuesday 4th January - Staff Development Day)

Term 4: Tuesday 22nd February 2022 – Thursday 31st March 2022
(Monday 21st February and Friday 1st April- Staff Development Days)

Term 5: Tuesday 19th April 2022 – Friday 27th May 2022
(Monday 18th April Bank Holiday and  2nd May – Bank Holiday)

Term 6: Monday 6th June 2022 – Friday 15th July 2021
(Friday 17th June - Staff Development Day)



Dates

Please note all dates are subject to change 
WC 18.10.21 Cultural Week

21.10.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

21.10.21 Cultural Week Showcase – 2pm 

21.10.21 iPad Scheme Year 6 Parent Information Meeting – 3.20pm

21.10.21 Kent Test results to parents

21.10.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

22.10.21 PTA Halloween Disco – EYFS and KS1 3.45pm - KS2 5.15pm 

04.11.21 Year 3 & 4 Trip to Knole Park 

08.11.21 Year 2 Showcase Session 2pm **Date Changed**

09.11.21  Profiles Photography (individual and sibling groups)

09.11.21 Year R Parent Lunch (11.50am)

09.11.21 Parent Consultations Year 1 – 5 

10.11.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

11.11.21 Remembrance Service in school 

11.11.21 Superhero Theme Lunch day 

11.11.21 Parent Consultations Year 1 – 5 School closes at 2pm

WC 15.11.21 Road Safety Week 

15.11.20 Flu Vaccinations (Year R to Year 6)

16.11.21 Year 2 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

16.11.21 Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop 2pm 

16.11.21 Year 5 Showcase Session 2pm



Dates Continued 

18.11.21 VIAT Primary Agility Course Year 1 (Invite Only)

19.11.21 Children in Need **Date Changed**

23.11.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

23.11.21 Year 3&4 Parent Lunch (12.20pm)

24.11.21 Year 6 Showcase Session 2pm

29.11.21 Year 5 & 6 Kent Life Trip 

30.11.21 Year 1 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

03.12.21 Family Trust Christmas Celebration Assembly 

06.12.21 to 10.12.21  Scholastic Book Fair

07.12.21 Year 5&6 Parent Lunch (12.30pm)

07.12.21 Festive Fun and Songs Reception Class 2pm 

10.12.21 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (Donation) **Date Changed**

15.12.21 Christmas Dinner Day

15.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am 

16.12.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

16.12.21 KS2 Carol Service 1.30pm All Saints Church

16.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 4pm

17.12.21 Last day of term 

19.01.22  Young Voices Concert 

21.01.22  Year 5 Primary Literacy Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

27.01.22 VIAT Primary Bench Ball tournament  Year 4 (Invite Only)

02.02.22 Year 5 Primary Maths challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)



Dates Continued 

08.02.22 Internet Safety Day

10.02.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

23.02.22 Parent Consultations – school close at 2pm 

24.02.22 Parent Consultations 

02.03.22 Year 5 Primary Football Tournament (Invite Only)

03.03.22 World Book Day (Dress up as a book character)

10.03.22 Year 5 Primary STEM Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

17.03.22 VIAT Primary Netball Match Year 5 & 6 (Invite Only)

18.03.22 Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

29.03.22  International Cultural Festival

30.03.22 2.15pm Easter Service  Years 3 and 4 

31.03.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

05.05.22 Living Land Trip – Year 3 & 4 

06.05.22 to 13.05.22 Bikeability Year 5

09.05.22 to 13.05.22 KS2 SATs Week

18.05.22 VIAT Change 4 Life Event (Invite Only)

24.05.22  Profiles Photography (Class Groups)

25.05.22 Race for Life 

26.05.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

26.05.22 CAT Assessment Meetings (3.20pm onwards) (Year 5 Parents)

Week commencing Monday 06.06.22 Phonics Screen 

Week Commencing 06.06.22  Science Week 



Dates Continued 

Week Commencing Monday 06.06.22 Multiplication Check (3 week time frame)

09.06.22 Year 5 Parent PESE meeting  (Kent Test Meeting) –3.20pm

16.06.22 VIAT Sports Festival Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 VIAT Primary Speaking Challenge Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 Sports Day 

05.07.22 Year 4 Transition Meeting for Parents 3.30pm

06.07.22 Reserve Sports Day 

07.07.22 VIAT Primary Sports Day at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.07.22 Hillfest (TBC)

08.07.22 Reports to parents

11.07.22 Meet the Teacher 3.30pm

12.07.22 (9.30am) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

13.07.22 (6pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

14.07.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

15.07.22 Year 6 Leaver’s Service (2.00pm)


