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Headteacher MessageCelebrations

Please continue to send us your child’s out of school 
achievements so we can celebrate them on the newsletter 

and in school. 

Well done to Mark who  has 
been invested recently into 
1st Snodland Kipling Cubs 

and earned his badges on his 
1st Camp.

What a great start to term with Year 3 and 4 
visiting Knole Park to take part in a historic 
experience to launch their topic on The 
Stone Age. Year 6 also had an eventful day 
at Holmesdale School, exploring the 
facilities and taking part in a range of 
wonderful workshops. 
Mrs Martin also explored Diwali and we 
were delighted that Raj and Arjun were able 
to share their traditions with the whole 
school. Please click on the link to find out a 
little more about this Hindu celebration -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86
n39/articles/zjpp92p

Name Celebration

Year 1 Abigail Understanding

Year 2 Isabella Oneness

Year 3 Aleksander Oneness

Year 4 Ije Resilience

Year 5 Ryan Perseverance

Year 6 Jack Perseverance

Well done to Pippa who 
danced in The Greatest 

Showman by D'Arcy Stage 
School at The Stag Theatre, 

Sevenoaks on Saturday.

One article provides a particularly strong link 
this week for remembrance: 

Article 38 – War and Armed Conflicts 

Governments must not allow children under 
the age of 15 to take part in war or join the 
armed forces. 

Governments must do everything they can to 
protect and care for children affected by war 
and armed conflicts.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zjpp92p


Class Number of Tickets 

Year 1 93

Year 2 121

Year 3 107

Year 4 134

Year 5 92

Year 6 TBC

Reading Raffle

Class Dojo Points 

Class Names 

Year 1 Ava, Cratus, Matilda, 

Primrose, Stanley and Thomas

Year 2 Whole Class

Year 3 Faye and James R

Year 4 Arabella, Habeeb and Ije

Year 5 Madison and Ria

Year 6 Whole Class 

Well done to all the pupils who have been awarded 
a high number of Class Dojo Points last week. 

Times Tables Rockstars

Well done to Alexandru, Luke, Kaelan,

Arabella, Evie, Eloise, Harrison, Henry,

Max and Riley for achieving the top 10

lifetime earnings on Times Tables

Rockstars!

Accelerated Reader

Well done to Astrid, Faye, Lilah, Isla,

David, Evie, Sophia, Megan, Maisie,

Emma, Addison, Finnley and Emilia who

passed three or more Accelerated

Reader quizzes last week.

Class Attendance %

Reception 97.2%

Year 1 90.0%

Year 2 85.5%

Year 3 87.7%

Year 4 92.8%

Year 5 94.0%

Year 6 85.8%

Wallaby Class 100%

Total 91.0%

Attendance

Class Name

Year 1 Carlo

Year 2 Jamie

Year 3 James G

Year 4 Thea

Year 5 Pollyanna

Year 6 William

Reader of the Week  



Remembrance  

As a school, supporting children's mental health and wellbeing is a focus and we are excited to introduce 
some new things in the weeks to come! The real hub for wellbeing information and support is our 
Wellbeing Group on Class Dojo - if you haven't already signed up, please let Mrs Green in the office know 
and we will get you connected. If you are already part of the group, stay tuned for more updates! 

Wellbeing 

Book Review – Where the Poppies Now Grow 

Childhood friends, Ben and Ray, find their innocent war games become 
real as the Great War rages around them. Set during the First World War, 
in simple rhyme, Where the Poppies Now Grow takes readers on a 
journey of friendship set against a changing landscape of innocence, of 
war and then finally, of peace.

For any parents who would like to explore remembrance with their child, here are some links to websites. 
If your child completes any work at home, please upload this to their Class Dojo portfolio; we would love 
to see it! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOT5CDnYHEs
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
Remembrance Day Activities for Kids (activityvillage.co.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOT5CDnYHEs
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/remembrance-day


Staffing Update 

We have some exciting news regarding our Specialist Resource Provision. We now have our full allocation of
twelve pupils within our provision, this means we have recently appointed some new members of the
team. We welcome Mrs L Davies and Mrs E Blackman who have already started with us and Mrs R Parish
who will be joining us in December.
We are currently recruiting for 1:1 TAs, if you are interested in applying for the roles, please visit
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=93475 for more
information.

Sadly due to personal reasons Mrs Mauldon will be unable to continue her maternity contract for Mrs
Hetherington and will be leaving us at the end of this term. We have successfully appointed Mr S Farrington
who will be joining us very soon.

Welcome from Mr Farrington:

Hello! My name is Samuel Farrington and I am very excited to be joining VIPS Holborough Lakes. I will be
working with Year 6 and I have already heard about what a fantastic class they are. I am passionate about
reading and love hearing from children about the books that they have read and what they thought about
them! In my spare time I like to ride horses, go for long walks with my dog and spend time with my friends
and family. I cannot wait to start working with you all and am really looking forward to meeting you soon!

Thank you! 

A huge thank you to Mr Glover who has gifted the school personalised
football kits including football socks. These will be used when KS2 take part
in sporting events.

https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=93475


Year 3 and 4 Trip to Knole Park 

Last Thursday, Year 3 and 4 visited Knole Park for a fun-filled day of Stone Age activities. 
They built Stone Age inspired dens to replicate what it might have been like for the Stone Age people 
building their houses on the grounds at Knole Park. Both classes showed effective teamwork and made 
some wonderful connections to their learning. They made clay pots and Neolithic bracelets and completed 
an afternoon of archaeology, where the children examined artefacts and placed them in either the 
Neolithic, Paleolithic and Mesolithic period. 
Some of the children came away speaking like experts, which blew us away!

Thank you to the parents who came along with us, we could not have had the day we had without you.



Year 6 Visit to Holmesdale School 

Year 6 had a hugely enjoyable day on Friday, visiting Holmesdale Secondary School where they took part in 
some really exciting activities. Mrs Mauldon, Mrs Goemans and Mr Byrnes enjoyed themselves as much as 
the children did!  In an Art session, the children created landscapes using the medium of collage, printing 
and painting.  Next up was a visit to Holmesdale’s food tech kitchens where they made bread rolls. We are
not sure how many of the rolls made it home as many of the children had eaten them by the time they got 
back to school at the end of the day – they seemed to be a big hit!  After that, they ventured into the 
science labs where the children donned safety spectacles to test foods for different nutrients (using iodine 
and biuret to test for starch and protein respectively.) Finally, they headed to the DT rooms to use recycled 
milk bottles, coping saws, files and sandpaper to make a Christmas trinket.

Prekshaa said, “It’s nice to know they give us a bit of danger and trusted us to take risks, like the chemicals 
in science and the coping saws in DT.”

Ma’ad shared his thoughts: “I found it very good; the activities they had planned for us were amazing.  They 
even let us use real saws!”

Lucie reflected, “I really enjoyed the baking because they let us measure all the ingredients and do 
everything ourselves.  They didn’t just give us everything already measured out.  It made me feel more 
proud when we’d finished because I knew I’d done everything.”

Kai said. “I enjoyed the baking best. The teacher was really thoughtful and let us do it ourselves, but he was 
there to help when we needed him.”

The children were an absolute credit to parents and our school, and we couldn’t be prouder of them. 



Curriculum Intent 

Our Curriculum Intent is to create a meaningful and exciting curriculum that promotes high aspirations
driven by an intrinsic curiosity of the world. To become kind and respectful global citizens who have an
ever-increasing understanding of their community and the world around them. Our curriculum will develop
children’s problem-solving skills along with their resilience and they are encouraged to embrace their
mistakes and learn from memorable learning experiences.

Our global learning themes underpin our curriculum:
• Diversity and inclusion
• Global citizenship
• Peace, war and conflict
• Festivals
• Sustainability
• Animal welfare

I am proud to say that as a school our aim is for children to have an understanding of the world around 
them and the impact, which we as humans, have on the environment. Therefore we were delighted to hear 
that one of the recommendations from the recent COP26 conventions is for schools to teach children about 
sustainability and climate change, something which we have be delivering over the past 2 years.  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-cop26-children-and-climate-change

Rights Respecting Ambassadors 

Our work we do with UNICEF and the rights of the child, means that our children feel they have a voice 
within the school and can make a real difference. Therefore, I am delighted to share with you our newly 
appointed Right Respecting Ambassadors. We will be meeting termly and our first mission will be to look at 
the sustainable goals. Name Class

April Tiger

Isabella Tiger

Sienna Tiger

Noah Tiger

Piper-Bay Tiger

Javier Tiger

James Meerkat

Elsie Meerkat

Ije Owl

Dominic Owl

Leila Owl

Chloe Owl

Ria Penguin

Madison Penguin

Finan Dolphin

Poppy Dolphin



Polite Reminder 
We would like to remind parents that children must check they have everything they need for the school day 
before leaving the house in the morning; including water bottles, bags, coats and lunch. We are unable to 
disturb the classes once they have started their lessons. 
Children must also arrive promptly at school at 8.30am. If your child arrives after the gate has closed, you 
must bring them through to the office and sign them in giving a reason for the lateness. They will also be 
recorded as late on our register. 
We also ask that you book routine appointments such has for the dentist, opticians and doctors after school 
hours, however we do understand this is not always possible.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Parent Lunches 

Superhero Themed Lunch – 11th November 

We are pleased to announce we are offering our Parent Lunch sessions. You will need to order your child’s 
meal via the Cucina Online ordering system in the usual way and if you would like to join your child  for a 
meal the cost will be £2.30 per adult; this will need to be paid via ParentMail.

We hold these sessions to give parents the opportunity to try the school lunches with their child and see 
what the kitchen offers, therefore parents cannot attend if their child is having a packed lunch.
Due to capacity in the hall only one parent per child can attend. We do hope to offer further sessions in the 
future therefore providing another parent the opportunity to attend.

• 9th November - Year R (11.50am)
• 16th November - Year 2 (12.00 noon)
• 23rd November - Year 3&4 (12 noon)
• 30th November - Year 1 (12.20pm)
• 7th December - Year 5 & 6 (12.30pm)

Cucina are holding a Theme Day Lunch on Thursday 
11th November , please see the attached special 
menu for the day.

Please place all lunch orders via the Cucina online 
ordering 
system https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/


Dates

School Term Dates 2021-22

2021-2022 (Subject to change) 

Term 2: Wednesday 3rd November  2021 – Friday 17th December 2021
(Monday 1st November and Tuesday 2nd November - Staff Development Days)

Term 3: Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 11th February 2022
(Tuesday 4th January - Staff Development Day)

Term 4: Tuesday 22nd February 2022 – Thursday 31st March 2022
(Monday 21st February and Friday 1st April- Staff Development Days)

Term 5: Tuesday 19th April 2022 – Friday 27th May 2022
(Monday 18th April Bank Holiday and  2nd May – Bank Holiday)

Term 6: Monday 6th June 2022 – Friday 15th July 2021
(Friday 17th June - Staff Development Day)



Dates

Please note all dates are subject to change 

09.11.21  Profiles Photography (individual and sibling groups)

09.11.21 Year R Parent Lunch (11.50am)

09.11.21 Parent Consultations Year 1 – 5 

10.11.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

11.11.21 Remembrance Service in school – 9am – Year 5 & 6 Parents invited 

11.11.21 Superhero Theme Lunch day 

11.11.21 Parent Consultations Year 1 – 5 School closes at 2pm

WC 15.11.21 Road Safety Week 

WC 15.11.21 Anti-Bullying Week 

15.11.21 Odd Socks Day 

15.11.20 Flu Vaccinations (Year R to Year 6)

16.11.21 Year 2 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

16.11.21 Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop 2pm 

16.11.21 Year 5 Showcase Session 2pm

18.11.21 VIAT Primary Agility Course Year 1 (Invite Only)

19.11.21 Children in Need **Date Changed**

23.11.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

23.11.21 Year 3&4 Parent Lunch (12.20pm)

24.11.21 Year 6 Showcase Session 2pm

29.11.21 Year 5 & 6 Kent Life Trip 



Dates Continued 

30.11.21 Year 1 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

01.12.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

03.12.21 Family Trust Christmas Celebration Assembly 

06.12.21 to 10.12.21  Scholastic Book Fair

07.12.21 Year 5&6 Parent Lunch (12.30pm)

07.12.21 Festive Fun and Songs Reception Class 2pm 

10.12.21 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (Donation) **Date Changed**

15.12.21 Christmas Dinner Day

15.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am 

16.12.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

16.12.21 KS2 Carol Service 1.30pm All Saints Church

16.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 4pm

17.12.21 Last day of term 

19.01.22  Young Voices Concert 

21.01.22  Year 5 Primary Literacy Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

27.01.22 VIAT Primary Bench Ball tournament  Year 4 (Invite Only)

02.02.22 Year 5 Primary Maths challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.02.22 Internet Safety Day

10.02.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

23.02.22 Parent Consultations – school close at 2pm 

24.02.22 Parent Consultations 

02.03.22 Year 5 Primary Football Tournament (Invite Only)



Dates Continued 

03.03.22 World Book Day (Dress up as a book character)

10.03.22 Year 5 Primary STEM Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

17.03.22 VIAT Primary Netball Match Year 5 & 6 (Invite Only)

18.03.22 Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

29.03.22  International Cultural Festival

30.03.22 2.15pm Easter Service  Years 3 and 4 

31.03.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

05.05.22 Living Land Trip – Year 3 & 4 

06.05.22 to 13.05.22 Bikeability Year 5

09.05.22 to 13.05.22 KS2 SATs Week

18.05.22 VIAT Change 4 Life Event (Invite Only)

24.05.22  Profiles Photography (Class Groups)

25.05.22 Race for Life 

26.05.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

26.05.22 CAT Assessment Meetings (3.20pm onwards) (Year 5 Parents)

Week commencing Monday 06.06.22 Phonics Screen 

Week Commencing 06.06.22  Science Week 

Week Commencing Monday 06.06.22 Multiplication Check (3 week time frame)

09.06.22 Year 5 Parent PESE meeting  (Kent Test Meeting) –3.20pm

16.06.22 VIAT Sports Festival Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 VIAT Primary Speaking Challenge Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 Sports Day 



Dates Continued 

05.07.22 Year 4 Transition Meeting for Parents 3.30pm

06.07.22 Reserve Sports Day 

07.07.22 VIAT Primary Sports Day at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.07.22 Hillfest (TBC)

08.07.22 Reports to parents

11.07.22 Meet the Teacher 3.30pm

12.07.22 (9.30am) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

13.07.22 (6pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

14.07.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

15.07.22 Year 6 Leaver’s Service (2.00pm)


