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Headteacher MessageCelebrations

Please continue to send us your child’s out of school 
achievements so we can celebrate them on the 

newsletter and in school. 

Name Celebration

Year 1 Palmer Determination

Year 2 Caitlyn Determination

Year 3 Seb Perseverance

Year 4 Bryan Determination

Year 5 Arjun Resilience

Year 6 Poppy Determination

Article 2 – Non-discrimination: The
Convention applies to every child without 
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, 

gender, religion, language, abilities or any 
other status, whatever they think or say, 

whatever their family background.

Article 12 – Respect for the views of the 
child: Every child has the right to express 

their views, feelings and wishes in all 
matters affecting them, and to have their 
views considered and taken seriously. This 

right applies at all times, for example during 
immigration proceedings, housing decisions 

or the child’s day-to-day home life.

Article 19 – Protection from 
violence, abuse and neglect: Governments 
must do all they can to ensure that children 

are protected from all forms of violence, 
abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their 

parents or anyone else who looks after 

them.

Again, we have had another busy and eventful week
at VIPS Holborough Lakes. We were delighted to
invite parents back in to school to hold face to face
meetings. Parent partnership is key so it was
wonderful to see so many families. Thank you to all
the parents who gave such positive feedback.

We also held our Remembrance Service this week.
Year 5 and 6 prepared and delivered an incredible
assembly, which was poignant and thought
provoking. Thank you to all the parents who
attended and for our special visitor, Patrick Tootal
who said “Thank you to Year 5 and 6 for an excellent
presentation for Remembrance Day. It was heart-
warming to see young people do it so well.”

Ria in Year 5 reflects on the service below:
“Year 5 and 6 performed an amazing Remembrance
Assembly. Drama and poetry helped us to remember
the people who sacrificed their lives during wars.
Olivia and Jasmine create their own ‘gossip’
performance about how some host families would
have acted when they were forced to accept
evacuees into their homes. Raj recited a very
emotional poem called ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence
Binyon, which moved everybody. Patrick Tootal came
to our assembly, he talked about his life story and
shared how much this assembly meant to him. We
were very proud.”



Class Number of Tickets 

Year 1 63

Year 2 102

Year 3 TBC

Year 4 139

Year 5 94

Year 6 33

Reading Raffle

Class Dojo Points 

Class Names 

Year 1 Primrose and Thomas 

Year 2 Archie, George, Noah and 

Theo T

Year 3 Eloise and Evie

Year 4 Ije and Habeeb 

Year 5 Madison and Ria

Year 6 Jakub and Rohan

Well done to all the pupils who have been awarded 
a high number of Class Dojo Points last week. 

Times Tables Rockstars

Well done to Alexandru, Luke, Kaelan,

Arabella, Evie, Eloise, Harrison, Henry,

Max and Riley for achieving the top 10

lifetime earnings on Times Tables

Rockstars!

Accelerated Reader

Well done to Astrid, Daisy, Faye, Lilah,

David, Saiya, Sophia, Henry, Phoebe,

Noah, Emma, Isabella, Finnley, Oliver M,

Sienna, Piper-Pay and Erika who passed

three or more Accelerated Reader

quizzes last week.

Class Attendance %

Reception 99.0%

Year 1 98.0%

Year 2 99.7%

Year 3 99.6%

Year 4 96.0%

Year 5 98.3%

Year 6 98.9%

Wallaby Class 98.3%

Total 98.5%

Attendance

Class Name

Year 1 Sonny

Year 2 Nye

Year 3 James R

Year 4 Jake

Year 5 Harley

Year 6 Daisy and Zack

Reader of the Week  



Parent Forum 

We held our first Parent Forum of the academic year last week. During the meeting, we discussed the 
proposed changes to our behaviour policy and agreed that the level of detail included is positive. We also 
talked about the Equalities Act, protected characteristics and our plans to use picture books to promote 
diversity across the school. This led to  an interesting discussion about diversity across the curriculum, 
particularly in History. As a result of this, we are arranging a further meeting to consider meaningful 
diversity in History and how we can incorporate it within our curriculum .  If you are interested in attending 
this meeting please contact c.green@holboroughlakes.viat.org.uk. Miss Fassnidge will then contact you to 
confirm the details of the meeting. 

Norman is very surprised to have wings suddenly - and he has 
the most fun ever trying them out high in the sky. But then he 
has to go in for dinner. What will his parents think? What will 
everyone else think? Norman feels the safest plan is to cover his 
wings with a big coat.

But hiding the thing that makes you different proves tricky and 
upsetting. Can Norman ever truly be himself?

A poignant yet uplifting story about individuality, with stunning 
artwork in a striking minimal palette from the author/illustrator 
of Herman's Letter.

Book Review – Perfectly Norman 

iPad Scheme – Exciting news! 

We are delighted to share some extremely exciting news! Our Year 6 pupils have been chosen to take part 
in an iPad project. This means each pupil in Year 6 will receive an iPad, similar to that of a secondary school 
pupil, to complete their work on both in class and at home! This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
children, and we know the children will hugely benefit from this.

mailto:c.green@holboroughlake.viat.org.uk


Kindness Week – One Kind Word 

This week we are celebrating Kindness and Anti-Bullying Week. The week starts off today with Odds Socks 
Day to celebrate the uniqueness that makes us stronger as a community. 
Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors will be leading an assembly to introduce their action plan for spreading 
kindness and wellbeing throughout the school this year. 

The theme of the week is 'One Kind Word' and the idea that kindness can have a 'ripple effect'. Staff will be 
watching and listening for kind words or deeds and awarding 'Caught You Being Kind stickers'. We do hope 
a wave of kindness extends when the children are out of school too, so do share with us any particular acts 
of kindness you notice at home and in the community via ClassDojo.

Children in Need – Friday 19th November 

On Friday (19th November), the children can wear a ‘Pudsey’ accessory for a donation to  Children in Need. 
Examples of accessories are: Silly Socks, Hairbands, Badges, hats, it does not include items of clothing such 
as T-shirts.

We cannot accept cash donations in the office, please make your donation via our Just Giving page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/valley-invicta-primary-school-at-holborough-lakes2

Thank you for your support.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/valley-invicta-primary-school-at-holborough-lakes2


Parent Questionnaire

Thank you to all the parents who returned our recent questionnaire; we received a very good response with 150 families 
returning the questionnaire. 

Here is a selection of the findings. I am proud to say that all answers were above 97% for strongly agree or agree. 

•99% of our parents either Strongly Agree or Agree their child is ‘happy and feels safe at school’.
•100% of our parents either Strongly Agree or Agree  ‘The school makes sure it’s pupils are well behaved’. 
•99% of our parents either Strongly Agree or Agree ‘The school has high expectations of my child’. 
•97% of our parents either Strongly Agree or Agree ‘their child does well at this school’.
•99% parents say there is a good range of subjects available and the school supports their child’s wider personal development.
•100% parents would recommend this school to another parent.

I am very happy with this school. They have helped my child so much since he has been here.

We couldn’t be happier with your school, we are sad my child wasn’t with you from the beginning!

Lovely school, great community feel. Kids are always happy to come to school.

I love how my child loves to go to school – it is the best school around.

My child loves going to school every day. We have been so impressed with the school so far and highly recommend it to others.
Wonderful school with fantastic staff.

We received a number of additional comments; one area which we received feedback on is homework and progress:

I am happy with most areas of the school, home learning is OK, however it doesn’t seem consistent as sometimes set but not 
regularly i.e. My Maths.

I would like more homework and more communication on progress.

Need more updates of child progress and updates of what needs more attention. More homework is needed so it’s not a big shock
when they get to secondary school.

Generally very happy. I would like to hear more about the lessons as my child won’t tell me!

Homework can be a contentious issue for some parents. Our Homework Policy has been sent along with the newsletter today for 
your information. However, if any parents would like to have additional tasks for the children, please contact your child’s class 
teacher; they will be happy to assist. We will also be working with the parent forum over the coming year to gather their 
feedback and work together in the best interests of the children.
With regards to progress and additional information, please do visit Class Dojo, as teachers write up a comprehensive overview 
of the week; again if parents would like further updates on their child’s progress, please do not hesitate contacting your child’s 
class teacher via Class Dojo. 



Our new spelling initiative - Sir Linkalot

Sir Linkalot - an award-winning app for spelling tricky words all the way from 'was' up to 
'onomatopoeia' 

We have just invested in an amazing app called Sir Linkalot that is transforming how to commit to memory
the spelling of tricky words, all the way from was, some and they up to manoeuvre, fulfil and
onomatopoeia. It's achieving incredible results, particularly with those who find spelling an issue.
To find out what it's all about, take a peek at these:

The Future of Spelling - https://vimeo.com/376397859 (you'll be hooked when the boy says 'I was
terrible at it’)

You want proof!!?? - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g18tC2_t_Ns
(the teachers are fab but, as always with these things, the children win the day, especially 5 year old Alex

spelling manoeuvre - incredible)

Sir Linkalot: Case study - https://vimeo.com/642276417 (this one minute clip is a case study carried out
on 120 Key Stage 2 children where Sir Linkalot was pitted against traditional learning methods. No
contest!)

It is not solely for spelling, however. There are animations for homophones, spelling rules & patterns,
punctuation, grammar, prefixes and the origin of words, as told by Lady Lexicographer (Countdown's Susie
Dent!) who had this to say: Why Countdown's Susie Dent has joined Sir Linkalot on his quest of making ''I
can't spell'' a thing of the past - https://vimeo.com/526929305/ffbcf99241

All pupils will be using this in class, working their way through various bundles. No parent supervision is
required. So, any communication is purely for your information.

If your child is in Year 2 - 6 they can access this app home, details will be sent via ParentMail. If your child
is in year R or Year 1 we ask that you do not access this at home as this forms part of their phonics session
in school.

We will be holding a parent information meeting with Sir Linkalot, we will inform parents of the date and
time as soon as possible.

https://vimeo.com/376397859
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g18tC2_t_Ns
https://vimeo.com/642276417
https://vimeo.com/526929305/ffbcf99241


Road Safety Week 

This week it is Road Safety Week!
Why is road safety important for schools?
•Road crashes are the leading cause of death for children and young people worldwide
•More than six children are killed or seriously injured on roads every day in the UK
•Road crashes have a devastating effect on families and communities
•Pollution from traffic causes respiratory illnesses and other diseases
•Active travel such as walking and cycling is good for the nation’s health and good for the planet
•Road crashes cost the UK economy around £36 billion every year.
What is a road safety hero?
Everyone who helps make journeys safer and healthier or helps care for someone after a crash is a road 
safety hero. We can all be road safety heroes, too by using roads safely to protect ourselves and other 
people. 

For more information please visit https://www.brake.org.uk/

Road Safety Week Activities to try at home 

https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Colouring-sheets-
x-5_FINAL.pdf - Coloring Sheets 

https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Activity-
sheet_FINAL.pdf - Activity Sheet

https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Activity-sheet-
answers_FINAL-r.pdf - Activity Sheet - Answers 

https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Our-road-safety-
heroes-poster_FINAL.pdf - Road Safety Hero’s Poster 

https://www.brake.org.uk/
https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Colouring-sheets-x-5_FINAL.pdf
https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Activity-sheet_FINAL.pdf
https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Activity-sheet-answers_FINAL-r.pdf
https://www.brake.org.uk/files/downloads/Road-Safety-Week/RSW2021/RSW-2021-Our-road-safety-heroes-poster_FINAL.pdf


Online Safety 

Many of us now use streaming services to watch TV
and this guide has useful hints and tips for parents
about Netflix. Netflix is a subscription-based
streaming service that allows users to watch TV
shows and movies on any internet-enabled device
that supports the software, such as smart TVs,
phones and tablets. The pandemic saw a surge in
children consuming on-demand content as many
families relaxed their screen-time rules. Netflix’s
diverse range of programming caters for all age
groups – so it’s important for parents to recognise
the potential risks of children using the service and
the measures to help their child enjoy a safe
streaming experience.

To view the guide and for more information please 
visit : 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/
Netflix

Easy Fundraising

Easy Fundraising is a great way of raising money for our PTA while

you shop at no extra cost to you!

All you need to do is sign up to our Easy Fundraising Page and shop

through the app. Every time you shop, donations will be made to

our PTA. Please follow the link below for more information:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holboroughlakesps/?

q=Holbo&cat=cause-autosuggest

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/Netflix
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holboroughlakesps/?q=Holbo&cat=cause-autosuggest


Snodland Scouting Group 

Snodland Scout Group has been in existence since 1935. It has moved around a bit over the years, but is 

now meeting at VIPS Holborough Lakes. This puts us close to where our new Headquarters is being built, 

just the other side of the Clocktower.

Scouts welcome everyone! Age ranges start at 6 years old - Beaver Scouts, 8 years old – Cub Scouts, 10 ½ 

years old – Scouts, 14 years old – Explorer Scouts. All known collectively as ‘Scouts’.

At Snodland, we hold Beavers on Monday, usually around 17.30 to 18.45; Cubs on Tuesday from 18.30 to 

20.00 and Scouts on a Friday from 19.00 to 21.00.

We also have a lot of activities at weekends, especially during the good weather but also in the not so good. 

Sometimes longer for National and International events! 

It’s all about the fun and the learning that comes with it. We pride ourselves on giving Scouts Skills For Life 

in everything they do. We also ensure that the Young People are involved in ‘Shaping What They Do’. We 

call it Youth Shaped Scouting.

It is the start to the Great Adventure that is life! If you have a young person you would like to be involved in 

this great adventure or if you would like to get involved please make contact with the group through their 

website – www.snodlandscouts.org.uk – and use the Contact Form. Alternatively, email the Waiting List 

Manager – amanda@snodlandscouts.org.uk – who will be able to take details and get back in touch with 

you or you may be contacted by the Section Leader directly.  

Make the best of life and join Scouting!

Your School Lottery

This lottery has been set up specifically to raise money and make a difference for our children!
It's a fantastic way to bring Parents, Carers, Teachers and the wider community together, in partnership with our school, and 
at the same time give something back. We hope to raise funds that can support and enrich the education of our children - we 
aim to provide extra resources for the children, improve the school environment as well as run extracurricular activities such 
as music, art and sport.
Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck!

For further details and for information on how to sign up please visit:
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/valley-invicta-at-holborough-lakes

http://www.snodlandscouts.org.uk/
mailto:amanda@snodlandscouts.org.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/valley-invicta-at-holborough-lakes


Dates

School Term Dates 2021-22

2021-2022 (Subject to change) 

Term 2: Wednesday 3rd November  2021 – Friday 17th December 2021
(Monday 1st November and Tuesday 2nd November - Staff Development Days)

Term 3: Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 11th February 2022
(Tuesday 4th January - Staff Development Day)

Term 4: Tuesday 22nd February 2022 – Thursday 31st March 2022
(Monday 21st February and Friday 1st April- Staff Development Days)

Term 5: Tuesday 19th April 2022 – Friday 27th May 2022
(Monday 18th April Bank Holiday and  2nd May – Bank Holiday)

Term 6: Monday 6th June 2022 – Friday 15th July 2021
(Friday 17th June - Staff Development Day)



Dates

Please note all dates are subject to change 

WC 15.11.21 Road Safety Week 

WC 15.11.21 Anti-Bullying Week 

15.11.21 Odd Socks Day 

15.11.20 Flu Vaccinations (Year R to Year 6)

16.11.21 Year 2 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

16.11.21 Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop 2pm 

16.11.21 Year 5 Showcase Session 2pm

18.11.21 VIAT Primary Agility Course Year 1 (Invite Only)

19.11.21 Children in Need **Date Changed**

23.11.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

23.11.21 Year 3&4 Parent Lunch (12.20pm)

24.11.21 Year 6 Showcase Session 2pm

29.11.21 Year 5 & 6 Kent Life Trip 

30.11.21 Year 1 Parent Lunch (12.00 noon)

01.12.21 Open morning for prospective new starters 10am  

03.12.21 Family Trust Christmas Celebration Assembly 

06.12.21 to 09.12.21  Scholastic Book Fair

06.12.21 to 09.12.21  PTA Second Hand Uniform Sale 

07.12.21 Year 5&6 Parent Lunch (12.30pm)

07.12.21 Festive Fun and Songs Reception Class 2pm 



Dates Continued 

10.12.21 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (Donation) **Date Changed**

15.12.21 Christmas Dinner Day

15.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am 

16.12.21 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

16.12.21 KS2 Carol Service 1.30pm All Saints Church

16.12.21 KS1 Christmas Performance 4pm

17.12.21 Last day of term 

12.01.22 Panda Class Stay and Play

17.01.22 Panda Class Stay and Play 

19.01.22  Young Voices Concert 

21.01.22  Year 5 Primary Literacy Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

27.01.22 Panda Class Stay and Play 

27.01.22 VIAT Primary Bench Ball tournament  Year 4 (Invite Only)

02.02.22 Year 5 Primary Maths challenge at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.02.22 Internet Safety Day

10.02.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

23.02.22 Parent Consultations – school close at 2pm 

24.02.22 Parent Consultations 

02.03.22 Year 5 Primary Football Tournament (Invite Only)

03.03.22 World Book Day (Dress up as a book character)

10.03.22 Year 5 Primary STEM Challenge at Invicta (Invite Only

17.03.22 VIAT Primary Netball Match Year 5 & 6 (Invite Only)



Dates Continued 

18.03.22 Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

29.03.22  International Cultural Festival

30.03.22 2.15pm Easter Service  Years 3 and 4 

31.03.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

05.05.22 Living Land Trip – Year 3 & 4 

06.05.22 to 13.05.22 Bikeability Year 5

09.05.22 to 13.05.22 KS2 SATs Week

18.05.22 VIAT Change 4 Life Event (Invite Only)

18.05 – 20.05.22 Year 5 Residential

24.05.22  Profiles Photography (Class Groups)

25.05.22 Race for Life 

26.05.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

26.05.22 CAT Assessment Meetings (3.20pm onwards) (Year 5 Parents)

Week commencing Monday 06.06.22 Phonics Screen 

Week Commencing 06.06.22  Science Week 

Week Commencing Monday 06.06.22 Multiplication Check (3 week time frame)

09.06.22 Year 5 Parent PESE meeting  (Kent Test Meeting) –3.20pm

15.06 – 18.06.22 Year 6 Residential

16.06.22 VIAT Sports Festival Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 VIAT Primary Speaking Challenge Year 5 (Invite Only)

22.06.22 Sports Day 

05.07.22 Year 4 Transition Meeting for Parents 3.30pm



Dates Continued 

06.07.22 Reserve Sports Day 

07.07.22 VIAT Primary Sports Day at Invicta (Invite Only)

08.07.22 Hillfest (TBC)

08.07.22 Reports to parents

11.07.22 Meet the Teacher 3.30pm

12.07.22 (9.30am) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

13.07.22 (6pm) Year 5 and Year 6 Production 

14.07.22 Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)

15.07.22 Year 6 Leaver’s Service (2.00pm)


