
What did we find out last week?

What information do we know about the ship?
When did it sink?
Why did it sink?

Who owned the ship?



Henry VIII



When did he reign?



Background Knowledge

• The Mary Rose was built in 1511
and was named after Henry’s 
younger sister, Mary, and the 
Tudor Rose.

• The ship was Henry’s favourite, 
and became the ‘flagship’ of the 
English fleet.

• Over 90 cannons were packed 
on board, along with around 500 
soldiers armed with swords, 
daggers, longbows and arrows.



• On 19th July 1545, England faced 
a huge French invasion fleet at 
Portsmouth.

• Though Henry was old and weak 
by this point, he travelled down 
to take charge himself.

• Henry was watching from 
Southsea Castle as the Mary 
Rose sailed towards the French.

• The French fired their cannons a 
few times and suddenly.. the 
Mary Rose began to sink!



• There was panic on 
board as men began to 
scramble to get off the 
sinking ship.

• Many of the crew 
couldn’t swim and over 
400 drowned.

• The French invasion 
itself failed, but the 
French claimed a victory 
of sorts – they said they 
had sunk the Mary Rose.

• But was this true?



The French
sank The Mary 
Rose

The ship was too 
heavy and 
unstable

The crew were 
unruly and 
would not follow 
orders

The gun ports 
were left 
open

Agree

Disagree

Complete the table…



• Today you’re going to solve this history mystery! 

Use the sources you have been given to decide why you think the 
Mary Rose sank.

Consider these main theories:

1. The French sank her

2. The ship was too heavy and unstable

3. The crew were unruly and would not follow orders

4. The gun ports were left open

Remember:

- Use quotations from the sources!

- Think about who produced the source and why they produced it.
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• Now you have thoroughly investigated the 
case, you must make a verdict!

Why did the Mary Rose sink?

• Write a short report for Henry VIII to outline 
your theory as to why the Mary Rose sank on 
19th July 1545.

Remember - use the sources as evidence to back 
up your argument!

Challenge


