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CREW MEMBERS ON THE MARY ROSE:

• The soldiers and gunners

• The carpenter

• The pilot

• The cook

• The surgeon



SOLDIERS & GUNNERS

The Mary Rose was one of the first English ships designed just as a warship. She carried a 

battery of heavy guns that could damage enemy ships, and lots of small guns for shooting at 

their crews. The bigger guns had a gunner in charge of the gun crew. There were 30 

gunners on the Mary Rose in 1545. 185 soldiers were also on board. They could defend 

the Mary Rose, board enemy ships or fight ashore. They used guns and longbows to shoot 

at the enemy. When it came to hand-to-hand fighting, the soldiers were armed with swords, 

daggers and long spears called pikes and bills.



CARPENTER

The carpenter had his own cabin, complete with a sliding door! A small dog was 

found near the cabin door. The dog’s job on-board was to catch rats. Inside, as 

well as the carpenter’s chest and tools, there were two beds. While one is 

complete, with possible traces of his bedding, the other is missing some planks. 

The carpenter had also made a few home improvements, extending his cabin and 

cutting a window through the side of the ship, which could be closed in rough 

weather!

Find out more about the carpenters tools here: https://maryrose.org/meet-the-carpenter/

https://maryrose.org/meet-the-carpenter/


PILOT
• The pilot's cabin was on the main deck of the ship, near the bow. The cabin 

was tiny, with only just enough room for a small bed and a chest of equipment, 

including his spare compass. 

• The Pilot didn’t work where he slept, he needed to be able to see the sun, the 

sea and the stars. he did his navigation from the sterncastle.

Find out more about the pilot’s tools here: https://maryrose.org/meet-the-pilot/

https://maryrose.org/meet-the-pilot/


COOK

There were two large, brick built ovens in the galley, each with a huge brass 

cauldron on the top. Meat and fish were boiled in these. The cauldrons had a lead 

lip around them. We now know that lead is actually poisonous, so that wasn’t a 

good idea! This is what we think the galley looked like when it was in use.

The walls and floors of the ovens are made of brick. They sit on the gravel ballast 

that was put in the hold of the ship to help keep her stable. The sides and back of 

the ovens were supported by strong wooden walls.

Find the cook’s tools here: 

https://maryrose.org/meet-the-cook/

The galley didn’t have a 

chimney. Instead, the smoke 

was trapped in a box-like 

area above the ovens, where 

it could be used to flavour 

fish and meat.

https://maryrose.org/meet-the-cook/


SURGEON

The surgeon’s cabin 
was very small and 
dark, with only enough 
room inside for the 
surgeon and his chest 
of tools and medicines. 
We think he may have 
taken his patients 
down to a lower deck 
where there was more 
space to treat them.

Find out about the 

surgeon’s bizzare

treatments here: 

https://maryrose.org/m

eet-the-surgeon/

https://maryrose.org/meet-the-surgeon/


TASK

• Choose one of the crew members: soldiers and 

gunners, carpenter, pilot, cook, surgeon

• Find out more about your chosen crew member 

from additional information on the slideshow

• Write a diary entry as that crew member.


