
Spellings and English 



Spelling - prefixes 

un- 

dis- 



1) Rule 18: Explanation 

Prefixes are added to the start of a root 

word. unplug       antisocial       submarine 

reclaim       disapprove       preview 

automatic       semicircle 

un: not / reversal       anti: against 

sub: below / nearly       re: again 

dis: removal / not       pre: before in time 

auto: by itself       semi: half / partly 

How do these prefixes change the meaning? 



un or dis? 
 do 

 appear 

 afraid 

 like 

 advantage 

 natural 

 certain 

 belief 

 aware 

 able 

 helpful 

 satisfaction 

 

 



English – The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

 This book was first published in 1968 – 53 years ago! This is 5 years before Mrs Billingham 

was born! 

 Here are some of the front pages from the different publications over the years. What 

do you think this book might be about? Who or what is the Iron Man? Where is he 

from? What doe he want? 



Learning Intentions 

 Genre – persuasive letter writing 

 Grammar – coordinating clauses and subordinating clauses (relative 

clauses), plurals and apostrophe for possession. 

 Spelling – auto prefix 

 

 



Let’s start reading… 
Chapter 1  

The Coming of the Iron Man.  

The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where did he come from? 
Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on 
the very brink, in the darkness.  

The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly 
turned to the right, slowly turned to the left. His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, 
like headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had the Iron Man seen the sea.  

He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back. He swayed forward, on the brink of the high cliff.  

And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted - up, out into space, and the Iron Man stepped forward, off the 
cliff, into nothingness.  

CRRRAAAASSSSSSH! 
Down the cliff the Iron Man came toppling, head over heels. 
CRASH! 
CRASH! 
CRASH! 
From rock to rock, snag to snag, tumbling slowly. And as he crashed and crashed and crashed. 
His iron legs fell off.  

His iron arms broke off, and the hands broke off the arms. His great iron ears fell off and his eyes fell out.  

 



 

His great iron head fell off.  

All the separate pieces tumbled, scattered, crashing, bumping, clanging, down on to the rocky 

beach far below.  

A few rocks tumbled with him. 

Then 

Silence. 

Only the sound of the sea, chewing away at the edge of the rocky beach, where the bits and 

pieces of the Iron Man lay scattered far and wide, silent and unmoving.  

Only one of the iron hands, lying beside an old, sand-logged washed-up seaman’s boot, waved 

its fingers for a minute, like a crab on its back. Then it lay still.  

While the stars went on wheeling through the sky and the wind went on tugging at the grass on 

the cliff top and the sea went on boiling and booming.  

Nobody knew the Iron Man had fallen. 

Night passed. 

Just before dawn, as the darkness grew blue and the shapes of the rocks separated from each 

other, two seagulls flew crying over the rocks. They landed on a patch of sand. They had two 

chicks in a nest on the cliff. Now they were searching for food.  

One of the seagulls flew up - Aaaaaark! He had seen something. He glided low over the sharp 

rocks. He landed and picked something up. Something shiny, round and hard. It was one of the 

Iron Man’s eyes. He brought it back to his mate. They both looked at this strange thing. And the 

eye looked at them. It rolled from side to side looking first at one gull, then at the other. The 

gulls, peering at it, thought it was a strange kind of clam, peeping at them from its shell.  



 

Then the other gull flew up, wheeled around and landed and picked something up. Some 

awkward, heavy thing. The gull flew low and slowly, dragging the heavy thing. Finally, the gull 

dropped it beside the eye. This new thing had five legs. It moved. The gull thought it was a strange 

kind of crab. They thought they had found a strange crab and a strange clam. They did not know 

they had found the Iron Man’s eye and the Iron Man’s right hand.  

But as soon as the eye and the hand got together, the eye looked at the hand. Its light glowed 

blue. The hand stood up on three fingers and its thumb, and craned its forefinger like a long nose. 

It felt around. It touched the eye. Gleefully it picked up the eye, and tucked it under its middle 

finger. The eye peered out, between the forefinger and thumb. Now the hand could see.  

 

 

What do you think about the story so far? Is 

it what you expected? 



Coordinating conjunctions 





A conjunction is a word that connects two parts of a sentence, or clauses, together. 
 
A Coordinating conjunction connects two independent clauses together 



 
The independent clause makes sense on its own because it is a 
complete thought. 
 

 

 

 

 

For example: 

I love Christmas. 

I wish it would snow. 



We can use a Coordinating Conjunction to 

bring two independent clauses together. 
 



We can use Coordinating conjunctions 

for Compound sentences 

          

Sentence     

Sentence 
FANBOY

S 



Coordinating conjunctions 

I had a terrible cold but I still went to school. 

Remember though, you can often leave out the 

subject word in the second coordinating clause.  

For example: I had a terrible cold but still went to 

school. 

In this example you can remove the word 'I' from 

the second coordinating clause. 

 





Co-ordinating Conjunctions Task 
Conjunctions to use: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so  

 

 Trent likes to play football. 

 The spelling test was easy. 

 Pizza is my favourite food . 

 Bananas are good for you. 

 I fell over on the ground . 

 It was cold outside. 

 The kitten was hungry. 

 It was Grandma’s birthday. 

 The movie was funny. 

 I like to paint pictures. 

 


