
World Poetry Day



When Is World Poetry Day?

Since 1999, World Poetry Day has been celebrated every year                            on 
21st March. 



What Is World Poetry Day?

All around the world people share poems. 
Poetry is part of human culture, something that makes us special and unique.

Summer is over, 
Days are getting 

shorter now, Soon 
it’s time for school.

Japan
Have you ever 

read a Japanese 
Haiku?

North America 
Poetry is popular in 
Native American 
culture. It is 
expressed dance 
and chant.

United Kingdom 
William Shakespeare is 

a very famous 
playwright, who also 
wrote many poems. 

India
The Ramayana is an 

epic poem  telling the 
story           of Rama 

and Sita.

Australia
Aboriginal poems are linked 

closely to their art.

Click 

the pins 

to find 

out 

more.



What Is A Poem?

World Poetry day is a time to learn about and enjoy poetry.

Poetry plays with words to tell a story or entertain. Sometimes, the words can be 
made up!

The Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll
‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!
The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun
The frumious Bandersnatch!”



Types Of Poetry: Narrative Poems

There are lots of different types of poems.

Narrative poems tell a story. At Diwali, the story of 
Rama and Sita is told in an epic poem. Ancient Greek 
writers wrote epic poems about their gods and 
heroes, such as Odysseus. 



Types Of Poems: Limericks

A limerick is a funny or humorous poem. It usually has five 
lines with the first, second and fifth lines rhyming and the 
third and fourth lines rhyming.

Limericks can be lots of fun to read. Give it a try!

There once was a young man from Ealing,
Who always would hang from the ceiling.

He could not wear a hat,
But hung like a bat,

And said, “What a wonderful feeling!”



What Is The Aim Of                      World 
Poetry Day?

Poetry is an important part of communities around the world.

World Poetry Day encourages people around the world to: 
• share friendship;
• speak to one another;
• make peace.



How Can You Celebrate               World 
Poetry Day?

Write your own poem and have a poetry slam show. During a 
poetry slam, you get the opportunity to perform your poem in 

a competition against other people. You could have a 
competition to find the best poetry performance in your class.



How Can You Celebrate                World 
Poetry Day? 

On World Poetry Day, you could:
• find a favourite poem to share;
• decorate a poem with pictures;
• use music and dance to chant a poem; 
• create a rap.


