
Progression in Skills and Knowledge – MFL  

 

Progression in Skills  Year 3 & 4  

Listening Speaking Writing Reading 

Do they understand 
a range of 
questions? 

Can students 
respond to questions 
about themselves 
eg. Name, age, 
birthday etc. 

Can students spell a 
selection of words 
using their 
knowledge of 
Spanish phonics and 
how different letters 
sound? 

Can they read and 
understand single 
words and short 
phrases? 
 

 

Do they understand 
how to respond to a 
range of questions? 

Can students 
pronounce Spanish 
letters and show an 
understanding of 
Spanish phonics? 

Can students apply 
grammar techniques 
to their written 
work? 

Can they read aloud 
single words and 
phrases? 

Do they understand 
differences in 
grammar through 
listening activities? 

Can students give an 
opinion on food they 
like and dislike? 

Can students 
conjugate infinitive 
verbs into different 
tenses? 

Can they identify 
important 
vocabulary and key 
grammar concepts? 

Can students 
participate in 
activities such as role 
plays and 
understand 
questions put to 
them? 

Can students deliver 
a presentation in the 
target language and 
participate in 
activities such as role 
plays? 

 Can they use books 
or glossaries to find 
the meanings of new 
words?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression in Skills  Year 5 & 6  

Listening Speaking Writing Reading 

Do they understand 
a range of 
questions? 

Can students 
respond to questions 
about themselves 
eg. Name, age, 
birthday etc. 

Can students spell a 
selection of words 
using their 
knowledge of 
Spanish phonics and 
how different letters 
sound? 

Can they read and 
understand short 
texts? 
 

 

Do they understand 
how to respond to a 
range of questions? 

Can students 
pronounce Spanish 
letters and show an 
understanding of 
Spanish phonics? 

Can students apply 
grammar techniques 
to their written 
work? 

Can they read 
independently?  

Do they understand 
differences in 
grammar through 
listening activities? 

Can students give 
opinions? 

Can students 
conjugate infinitive 
verbs into different 
tenses? 

Can they identify 
important 
vocabulary and key 
grammar concepts? 

Can students 
participate in 
activities such as role 
plays and 
understand 
questions put to 
them? 

Can students justify 
their opinions with 
reasoning?  

Can students use 
conjunctions to 
make their 
sentences more 
interesting? 

Can they use books 
or glossaries to find 
the meanings of new 
words?  

 

Can students listen 
to a text and pick out 
key information to 
answer questions 
related to the text? 

Can students deliver 
a presentation in the 
target language and 
participate in 
activities such as role 
plays? 

Can students 
respond to simple 
questions about a 
photo card or role 
play? 

Can they use context 
to work out 
unfamiliar words?  

 

Can students listen 
to others and make 
judgements on their 
Spanish speaking 
skills? 

Can students explain 
complex grammar 
concepts? 

Can students 
respond to questions 
about a text in the 
target language? 

Can they identify key 
grammar concepts 
through reading? 

 Can students use 
conjunctions to 
make their 
sentences more 
interesting? 

Can students give a 
written opinion and 
justify their opinion?  

 



Progression in Skills  

 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Listening - Students can understand a range of 
questions. 

- Students can understand and follow 
simple classroom instructions. 

- Students can listen and understand 
the numbers 1-31 and understand 
them in sentences describing ages 
and birthdays. 

- Students can understand opinion 
phrases 

- Students can understand key 
features of a text 

- Students can understand and 
respond to a range of questions 

- Students can identify key grammar 
concepts in listening activities  

- Students can understand and 
follow classroom instructions 

- Students can listen and 
understand the numbers 1-31 and 
understand them in sentences 
describing ages and birthdays. 

- Students can understand opinion 
phrases and justifications  

- Students can understand short 
texts and pick out key information 
to answer questions  

- Students can understand role play 
activities and respond to questions  

 

Speaking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students can: 

- respond to questions about 
themselves eg. Name, age, birthday 
etc 

- pronounce Spanish phonics 

- Use opinion phrases to give an 
opinion 

- use short, simple sentences to 
engage in a role play activity 

- describe a photo card in short, 
simple sentences 

- deliver a short presentation, using 
the TL occasionally  

- apply grammar rules to their spoken 
work 

 

 

Students can: 

- respond to questions about 
themselves eg. Name, age, birthday 
etc 

- pronounce Spanish phonics 

- Use opinion phrases to give an 
opinion and justify their opinion 
with reasoning and adjectives 

- use simple and sometimes 
complex sentences to engage in a 
role play activity 

- describe a photo card in short, 
simple sentences 

- deliver a presentation, using the 
TL often  

- apply grammar rules to their 
spoken work 

- use conjunctions to make their 
sentences more interesting  



Writing Students can: 

- spell certain words eg. Numbers 
through their knowledge of Spanish 
phonics  

- use ‘me gusta’ to give an opinion 

- apply grammar techniques to their 
written work 

- conjugate infinitive verbs into the 1st 
person, present tense 

Students can: 

- spell certain words eg. Numbers 
through their knowledge of Spanish 
phonics  

- use ‘me gusta’ to give an opinion 
and justify their opinion using 
‘porque’ 

- apply grammar techniques to their 
written work eg. Making nouns 
plural, adjectival agreements etc 

- conjugate infinitive verbs into the 
present and past tense 

- use conjunctions to make their 
sentences more interesting 

- respond to questions about a text 
in the target langauge 

Knowledge 
about 
language 

Students can: 

- identify what an accent is and why 
we use them in Spanish 

- use the verb ‘tengo’ 

- identify the difference between 
masculine and feminine nouns 

- make adjectival agreements  

- understand how to conjugate an 
infinitive verb  

Students can: 

- identify what an accent is and why 
we use them in Spanish 

- use the verb ‘tengo’ 

- identify the difference between 
masculine and feminine nouns 

- explain how to make a singular 
noun, plural 

- make adjectival agreements  

- understand how to conjugate an 
infinitive verb 

- explain the difference between 
‘me gusta’ and ‘me gustan’ and 
when to use them correctly  

Knowledge 
about 
Spanish 

Students can: 

- identify Spain on a map 

- identify other countries that speak 
Spanish 

- identify the capital of Spain  

- recognise the Spanish flag 

- name Spanish foods 

Students can: 

- identify Spain on a map 

- identify other countries that speak 
Spanish 

- identify the capital of Spain  

- recognise the Spanish flag 

- name a famous Spanish festival 

- name Spanish foods 

 

 


