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Progression of Skills 

History 

 

Early Years 
 

• can they talk about past and present 
events in their own lives and in the 
lives of their family?  
• can they order and sequence familiar 
events using visual prompts?  

 

Year 1 

• can they put pictures, artefacts or 
events in chronological order?  
• can they use words and phrases such 
as old, new, a long time ago, before and 
after to describe the past?  
• can they use stories as a source for 
asking and answering questions about 
the past?  

 

Year 2 

• can they identify some ways that 
people from the past have impacted 
upon our lives?  
• can they explain how the local area 
was different in the past?  
• can they recognise that certain 
celebrations are as a direct result of an 
event that occurred in the past?  
• can they use appropriate words and 
phrases to describe historical events?  

 

Year 3 

• can they pose and respond to 
questions about a person or event from 
the past using different sources?  
• can they begin to use more than one 
source of information to bring together 
a conclusion about an historical event?  
• can they describe events and periods 
from history using appropriate subject 
vocabulary?  

 

• can they recognise differences 
between past and present events in 
their own lives and give reasons why 
people’s lives were different in the 
past?  
• can they ask questions about past 
events or the lives of people in their 
family?  

 

• can they ask relevant questions using 
a range of historical sources provided?  
• can they state appropriate reasons 
why an event occurred in the past and 
its impact on their lives?  

 

• can they explain and summarise 
significant events concerning people 
and the past?  
• can they present a viewpoint and give 
reasons why an event occurred?  

 

• can they reflect and explain how 
events from the past have shaped their 
lives today?  
• can they form reasoned arguments 
for why events from the past are 
interpreted in different ways?  

 

Greater Depth 

 

Greater Depth 

 

Greater Depth 

 
Greater Depth 
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Year 4 

 
• can they research what it was like for a person in a 
given period from the past using primary and secondary 
sources and communicate them both orally and in 
written form?  
• can they give reasons to support different points of 
view of a historical event and make comparisons 
between them? • can they explain how events from the 
past have helped shape our lives including a range of 
evidence from different sources?  
 

 

• can they give reasons for trends and changes by 
analysing a range of evidence/sources?  
• can they explain why events in history could be 
viewed from different perspectives and that sources 
may confirm or contradict each other?  

 

Greater Depth 

 

Year 5 

• can they pose a historical hypothesis using primary 
and secondary sources to give a reasoned conclusion?  
• can they make comparisons between the past and 
present, explaining things which have changed and 
things which have stayed the same?  
• can they explain how historical sources such as 
artefacts have helped us understand more about 
people’s lives in the present and past?  
• can they present a balanced view of interpretations of 
the past, using different points of view?  

Year 6 

• can they suggest why there may be different 
interpretations of events?  
• can they suggest why certain historical events, people 
and changes might have impacted more significantly 
than others?  
• can they pose and answer their own historical 
questions about key events from the past using primary 
and secondary sources as evidence to justify their 
opinions?  

 

• can they make connections and comparisons between 
the past and present through explaining and justifying 
their reasons?  
• can they adapt their ideas and viewpoints as new 
historical information arises?  

 

Greater Depth 

 
• can they create their own hypothesis about the past, 
formulating their own theories about reasons for 
change?  
• can they use a range of concepts and ideas to compare 
and critically analyse events from the past?  

 

Greater Depth 
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History- Chronological Events 

 
 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Put significant 
events in their 

lives in order. 

 
Begin to 

understand past 

and present. 

Put things in 
order 

Significant to 
themselves. 

Put things in 
order within 

the topic. 

Order events 
over a larger 

timescale. 

Beginning to 
think about the 

impact of 
historical 

events/people 

Shows some 
understanding and 

talks with some 
clarity about the 

impact of historical 
events. 

Talk in depth 
about the theme 

in relation to 
other historical 

events and the 
impact of these, 

linking to modern 

day. 

 

History- Use of Sources

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Ask questions 
to find out 

more about 
people/ 
photos 

People, 

photographs, 
Personal 

Opinions and 

facts. 

Offers opinions 

and facts with 
some reasoning. 

Distinguishing 

between fact and 
opinions and given 

reasons. 

Understanding the 

difference between 
primary and 

secondary sources. 

Use a variety of 

reliable sources to 
gain a deeper 

understanding of 

subject. 

Understand the 
methods of 

historical enquiry, 
including how it is 

used to make 
historical claims. 

Say own 
opinions and 

ideas. 

    Compare 
historical sources 

and suggest the 

validity of these. 
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                                                                    History- Famous people and Events

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Begin to talk To talk simply Explore a Question why Question why A detailed study A detailed study 
about why about why particular event something something of a particular of a particular 

something has something and how if happened and happened and famous person famous person 
happened happened. affected people how it impacted how it impacted and their and their 

showing their  at the time. people. people long historical historical legacy 
understanding    term. legacy. from at least 

      two different 

      points of view. 
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