
What’s in the 
box???





‘Ratburger’ by David Walliams

So, on Zoe’s tenth birthday, as a surprise, Dad left work early and met his daughter at the 
school gates. He carried her on his shoulders –- she had always loved that ever since she was a 
baby –- and took her to the local pet shop. There, he bought her a hamster.

Zoe picked out the fluffiest, cutest baby one, and named him Gingernut.

Gingernut lived in a cage in the little girl’s bedroom. Zoe didn’t mind that Gingernut would go 
round and round on his wheel at night keeping her awake. She didn’t mind that he nipped her 
finger a couple of times when she fed him biscuits as a special treat. She even didn’t mind that 
his cage smelled of hamster wee.

In short, Zoe loved Gingernut. And Gingernut loved Zoe.

Zoe didn’t have many friends at school. What’s more the other kids bullied her for being short 
and ginger and having to wear braces on her teeth. Just one of those things would have been 
enough for her to have a hard time. She had hit the jackpot with all three.

Gingernut was small and ginger too, though of course he didn’t wear braces. That smallness 
and gingerness was probably, deep down, why Zoe chose him out of the dozens of little balls of 
fluff snuggled up together behind the glass at the pet shop. She must have sensed a kindred 
spirit.



Retrieval:

1. How old is Zoe?

2. What does she want for her birthday?

3. What does kindred mean?

4. Why is the hamster called Gingernut do you think?



Inference:

1. Give two examples which show that Zoe’s dad is a good father.

2. Is it a good idea for Zoe to keep her hamster in her bedroom? Why?

3. Why did Zoe choose Gingernut at the pet shop?

4. How does Zoe feel about her hamster?

5. What does Walliams mean when he says Zoe had “hit the jackpot”?

6. Does Zoe enjoy school? How do you know?


