
Marvellous Maasai

Who are the Maasai?

The most popular reserve in Kenya is the Maasai 
Mara National Reserve, which can be found in the 
south west of the country. It is named in honour of 
the Maasai tribe who live in the area.

The Maasai Mara National reserve is famous world 
over for its large amount of wildlife, including all 
members of the ‘Big Five’.

The name ‘Mara’ means ‘spotted’, which is what 
the land looks like from a distance with trees, 
clouds and grass!

Homework

Research the Maasai tribe and the Maasai 
Mara National reserve. Can you find out 
about the ‘Big Five?’

Create your own Maasai village with mud 
huts or a sculpture of one of the ‘Big Five.’

Please present your homework in a way that 
can be displayed and remember to take pride 
in your learning.

What is the Jumping 
Dance?

The Maasai tribe love music and dance; both 

are very special in the Maasai culture. They 

sing lots 

of songs together and wear their best clothes.

The Maasai men perform a special dance, 

called the jumping dance, when they are 

showing off 

to women!

Tourists that visit the reserve often enjoy 

watching the jumping dance.



Where do they live?

The Maasai tribe live in the Maasai Mara, 

which is a very large savannah and home to 

many of the great species of wildlife and 

plants.

The Maasai people traditionally live in mud 

huts made by the Maasai women.

They are made from mud, sticks, grass and 

cow dung.

The Maasai families often live with their 

animals too. They are very careful to 

protect them from the big predators that 

roam the savannah.

Glossary

Competitive having a strong desire to win or be the 
best at something.

Culture the ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a 
particular people or society.

Jumping Dance A special dance performed by 
Maasai men.

Maasai Tribe: A group of people who live in the 
Maasai Mara.

Mud huts Tradition houses made from mud, 

sticks, grass and cow dung.

Savannah Grassland with shrubs and trees. Not 

much rain falls.

Tradition customs or beliefs passed from generation 
to generation.

Warriors: a brave soldier or fighter.

Ways of Life

Leading the Tribe: Maasai men are 

traditionally in charge of their tribe. 

They wear bright red clothes. Red is 

one of their favourite colours. 

Traditionally, the Maasai men go out 

to hunt animals to provide food for 

their families.

Maasai Women and Children: Maasai 

women traditionally look after the 

children in their families. They wear 

lots of jewellery, such as beads. The 

more beads that they wear, the richer 

they appear to look.

Farming: Many Maasai people own 

large herds of cows, goats and sheep. 

Animals are very important to the 

Maasai people. They often drink the 

blood and milk from the animals and 

use them for meat too.


