
• What is going on in this picture?
• Can you suggest any reasons that may have 
caused this to happen?



As historical detectives, you need to use 
the clues on the following slides to 

answer these questions: 

What information do we know about the 
ship?

When did it sink?
Why did it sink?





Waking in the pitch darkness of the lowest deck of the ship, I have a 
raging toothache. I’m lying on bare boards, curled like a dog into a 
cramped space between a case of stone cannonballs and a crate 
containing longbows. We are below the waterline here and a puddle has 
formed while I slept. My clothes are sodden.

I lie there, miserable from the pain in my jaw. This is the first time I’ve 
had an infected tooth, though my mates tell me you get used to living 
with it. Almost everyone on ship has rotten teeth and most have 
festering holes in their jaws.

It’s July 1545, which makes me just 20, I think. A few months ago I was 
working on the land, at a farm near Portsmouth. I’m still living near 
Portsmouth, but now I’m out at sea, crammed onto this small ship that 
King Henry is so proud of, the Mary Rose.

More than 500 men are on board with me, half of them soldiers or 
gunners. Only a few seem to be skilled seamen.

Something skitters over my leg. A rat — the ship is crawling with them 
down here in the dark. here’s a bellow from above: ‘All hands on deck!’

That’s the night over, thank God. I can’t wait to be out of this stinking 
hold, rancid with the smell of stagnant water and sick men. We push 
and shove towards the two ladders. Sometimes the men are so desperate 
to get into the clean air that crew-mates fall and are trampled.







What were these used for?



It was ordered that at daybreak the galleys should advance upon the British 
whilst at anchor and, by firing at them with all fury, provoke them into 
engagement and then retreating endeavour to draw them out of their hold 
towards the main battle.

This order was executed with a great deal of intrepidity and the weather 
favoured our attempt beyond our wishes for it was proven in the morning a 
perfect calm. Our galleys had all the advantages of working which we could 
desire to the great damage of the English who for want of wind not being able to 
stir laid exposed to our cannon and being so much higher and bulkier than our 
galleys hardly a shot missed them while they, with the help of their oars, shifted 
at pleasure, and thereby avoided the danger of the enemy's artillery. 

Fortune favoured our fleet in this manner for above an hour during which time 
among other damages the English received, the Mary Rose, one of their 
principal ships, was sunk by our cannon and of 5 or 600 men which were on 
board only 5 and 30 escaped.



Who would wear a hat like this?



Send your answer to these questions on 
Class Dojo:

What information do we know about the 
ship?

When did it sink?
Why did it sink?


