
The Tudors

Who were the Tudors?

The Tudors were a Welsh-English family who ruled 
England and Wales for 118 years from 1485-1603.

The first Tudor king was Henry Vll. He became king 
after the battle of Bosworth Field, which ended 
the War of the Roses. 

He was followed by his son, Henry VIII, who was 
famous for marrying six times and beheading two 
of his wives! 

His son, Edward Vl ruled after him, followed by his 
daughters Mary l and Elizabeth l.

Homework
Find out about Tudor houses.

Use what you have learnt to build your own 
Tudor house. You can use any materials you 
like.

Why are the Tudors so 
famous?

The Tudors are famous for many things, 
including the Henry VIII and his six wives, 
the exploration of America and the plays of 
William Shakespeare.

William Shakespeare

During the sixteenth century, England 
emerged from the medieval world. It was a 
time of great change. Most notably it marked 
the end of the Catholic Church in England. 
Great naval exploits began the great 
English seafaring tradition.



What was life like in Tudor 
times?
During 118 years of Tudor rule, England
became richer than ever before.
As the country became wealthier, towns grew,
beautiful houses were built and schools and
colleges were set up.

Despite all of this, there were many
problems. Towns became overcrowded, roads
were muddy tracks and travelling was difficult.
The overcrowding caused danger from fire and
disease.

Glossary

Annulment To cancel a marriage.

Armada     Fleet of Spanish ships that set out to 
invade England in 1588.

Catholic A member of the Catholic Church.

Divorce   An official ending of a marriage. 

Execution The undergoing of a sentence of death.

Protestant   The new Church that split from Catholic 
ideas.

Tower of London A fortress in London where 
executions took place in Tudor times. 

Tudor Rose The traditional floral emblem of 
England which takes its name and origins from the 
House of Tudor.

People to remember

King Henry VII (1457-1509) – Henry VII 
was the first Tudor king. He won the 
Battle of Bosworth Field, which ended 
the War of the Roses.

King Henry VIII (1491-1547) – Henry VIII 
ruled from 1509-1547

King Edward VI (1537-1553) – King 
Edward VI ruled from 1547-1553. He was 
only nine when he became king, and he 
died aged 15.

Mary I (1516-1558) – Mary I was Queen 
from 1553-1558. 

Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) – Queen 
Elizabeth I ruled from 1558-1603.

Additional activities 
Please refer to the home learning section on
our website and work through any activities
your child has not completed.
Continue to read daily and Quiz!
Keep practicing times tables.


