
Spellings and English



Spelling - prefixes

re-

pre-



1) Rule 18: Explanation

Prefixes are added to the start of a root 

word.unplug       antisocial submarine

reclaim       disapprove preview 

automatic       semicircle

un: not / reversal       anti: against

sub: below / nearly       re: again

dis: removal / not      pre: before in time

auto: by itself       semi: half / partly

How do these prefixes change the meaning?



Learning Intentions

Genre – a persuasive letter.

Grammar – coordinating clauses and 

subordinating clauses (relative clauses), 

plurals and apostrophe for possession.

Spelling – pre, re and de prefix



Write a single word with the prefix pre- or re- to complete 

each sentence. 

 1) Angelina’s teacher asked her to _________________ her 

essay. (write again) 

 2) Tim did not expect me to _________________ all of the 

books on the 

 shelf. (arrange again) 

 3) I like to get to the theatre early to watch the 

_________________ (views beforehand) 

 4) My little sister is currently in _________________.

(special school before school) 

Write a single word to using the prefix pre- or re- to match 

each description. 

 5) to cook something beforehand _________________ 6) 

to tell something again _________________ 



Let’s remind ourselves of the plan…



At the bottom of the hill, below where the Iron Man had come over the high 

cliff, they dug a deep, enormous hole. A hole wider than a house, and as 

deep as three trees one on top of the other. It was a colossal hole. A 

stupendous hole! And the sides of it were sheer as walls. 

They pushed all the earth off to one side. 

They covered the hole with branches and the branches they covered with 

straw and the straw with soil, so when they finished the hole looked like a 

freshly-ploughed field. 

Now, on the side of the hole opposite the slope up to the top of the cliff, they 

put an old rusty lorry. That was the bait. Now they reckoned the Iron Man 

would come over the top of the cliff out of the sea, and he’d see the old lorry 

which was painted red, and he’d come down to get it to chew it up and eat 

it. But on his way to the lorry he’d be crossing the hole, and the moment he 

stepped with his great weight on to that soil held up only with straw and 

branches, he would crash through into the hole and would never get out. 

They’d find him there in the hole. Then they’d bring the few bull-dozers and 

earth-movers that he hadn’t already eaten, and they’d push the pile of earth 

in on top of him, and bury him for ever in the hole. They were certain now that 

they’d get him. 



Task 

 Imagine you are Hogarth. You have been asked 

to write a letter to all of the farmers to persuade 

them to help trap the iron man.

Use your planning format to help you organise

your ideas and vocabulary.

Write your address, the date, your greeting and 

your introduction. STOP THERE!

Use the example, the word bank and the text to 

help you.



Your Address

This goes on the 

top right-hand 

side of the letter:

Your house 

name/number

Street

Town/City

County

Example:

123 Apple House

Blueberry Road

Exeter

Devon



The Full Date

This goes on the top right

hand side of the letter,

under your address.

Example:

Tuesday 1st March 2016



Greeting

If you do know who the

letter is to, begin it with

either Mr, Miss, Mrs, Ms

and their surname, then

a comma:

Example:

Dear Miss. Smith,

If you don’t know who to

address the letter to,

begin it with:

Example:

Dear Sir or Madam,



Persuasive Argument

Introduce the topic you are writing

about and state the argument– do

you agree or disagree? Why?

• Explain in detail, using words

such as: Firstly… Secondly… In

my opinion… Some believe that…

I feel that… I am sure that…

• Describe, using great adjectives.

• Argue why it is so good or bad –

be enthusiastic!

• Use powerful verbs.

• Give reasons for and against –

use evidence.

• Ask the recipient questions to

get them thinking and make

them realise they need this.

• End with a summary of what you

need.



Persuasive Letter Example

125 Banana House

Blueberry Road

Exeter

Devon

Tuesday 1st March 2016

Dear Miss. Smith,

I am writing to let you know about a very serious problem: your monkey. Merlin the

monkey. As you know, I absolutely love monkeys, they are beautiful, cheeky, energetic and

hilarious. However, I have had enough of it stealing all my bananas and it has to go! Merlin must,

must, must be given to the zoo!

Firstly, I work every day to earn enough money to buy my favourite snack, but every time I go to

eat one of my precious bananas, they’ve been stolen by Merlin the monkey! Friday evening for

example – he stole my best bunch! Is that fair on me?

Secondly, he is actually breaking the law by trespassing into my home uninvited. In my opinion you

should only have pets that you can control. I know some believe monkeys are fun pets, but I feel

that they should just be enjoyed by safely visiting them in the zoo. I am sure that you would agree.

Don’t you think it would be kinder to the poor animal?

Merlin is, after all, a wild animal who should be spending his days climbing ropes, swinging on

branches and chasing other glorious monkeys around. You know it’s true! Please visit the local zoo

as soon as you can, I could even come with you! Do the kindest thing… not only for me, but for

Merlin.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Chair (Your kind and thoughtful neighbour)

123 Apple House

Blueberry Road

Exeter

Devon




