
 

 What is the Yucatan Peninsula? 
 

 
 
The Yucatan Peninsula is an area of land in the South East of Mexico, which sticks out into the Gulf of 
Mexico. It has water on three sides of it and therefore it has lots of scenic beaches. Around 3.2 million people 
visit the Yucatan Peninsula every year. 

Why is tourism beneficial to the Yucatan Peninsula? 
 
One the one hand, the Yucatan Peninsula has lots of rich history: 
the Aztec and Mayan civilisations left behind huge temples and 
artefacts for tourists to come and see. Allowing tourists to view the 
ancient cultures helps to educate people on Mexican culture, as 
many people alive today are descendants of Mayan or Aztec 
people. In addition, the money raised by tourists visiting these 
ancient sites, can be used to help conserve the history and make 
sure the sites are looked after.  

 
 
The Yucatan Peninsula also has luscious, sandy-white beaches, 
where tourists can go to relax and enjoy the sun! 
 
Resorts like the one in the picture create more jobs, and therefore 
more money, for local people. Visiting these beautiful places can 
often make people more aware of saving them too, pointing out 
why we should save our planet and keep it beautiful for all of us. 
 

 

Why is tourism harmful to the Yucatan Peninsula? 
 
On the other hand, there is a darker side to tourism in this area. More people create 
more litter and air pollution from the traffic and the planes they take to get there. 
Furthermore, there is overcrowding on beaches: everyone is trying to enjoy the sun 
at once! Sadly, this makes it hard for anyone to enjoy the beach at all. 
 
Unfortunately, some tourists don’t always know how to behave either and there can 
be lots of anti-social behaviour in the large cities.  
 
Although tourism can create jobs, it can 
also mean that there is too much money 
being spent on the people who work to 
entertain and look after tourists. This is a 

problem because other types of businesses, like farming, do not 
get enough support from the government. This means that people 
who do not want to work in tourism could easily end up poor. 


