
Ancient Greek Masks

One of the favourite forms of entertainment for 
the Ancient Greeks was the theatre. It began as 
part of a festival to the Greek god Dionysus, but 
eventually became a major part of the Greek 
culture. 

There were two main types of plays that the 
Greeks performed: tragedies and comedies. 
Tragedy - Greek tragedies were very serious plays 
with a moral lesson. They usually told the story of 
a mythical hero who would eventually meet his 
doom because of his pride. Comedy - Comedies 
were more light-hearted than tragedies. They told 
stories of everyday life and often made fun of 
Greek celebrities and politicians. 

Actors, Costumes, and Masks 
The actors wore costumes and masks to play 
different characters. The masks had different 
expressions on them to help the audience 
understand the character. Masks with large frowns 
were common for tragedies, while masks with big 
grins were used for comedies. The costumes were 
usually padded and exaggerated so they could be 
seen from the back seats. All of the actors were 
men. They dressed up as women when playing 
female characters.

Homework
Can you create your own Ancient Greek 
mask?

Ancient Greek masks had very dramatic 
expressions.

Will you create a mask for a comedy or a 
tragedy?

You can create you mask out of any 
material. 
Be creative! Some ideas are:

• Paper Mache
• Paper plate
• Clay
• Playdough
• Tissue paper
• A ready made mask template



The Greeks

About 2,500 years ago, Greece was one of the 
most important places in the ancient world. The 
Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, writers, 
actors, athletes, artists, architects and politicians.

The Greeks called themselves Hellenes and their 
land was Hellas. The name ‘Greeks’ was given to 
the people of Greece later by the Romans. They 
lived in mainland Greece and the Greek islands, 
but also in colonies scattered around the 
Mediterranean Sea. There were Greeks in Italy, 
Sicily, Turkey, North Africa, and as far west as 
France.

They sailed the sea to trade and find new lands. 
The Greeks took their ideas with them and they 
started a way of life that's similar to the one we 
have today.

Ancient Greece
People have been living in Greece for over 40,000 
years. The earliest settlers mostly lived a simple 
hunter-gatherer or farming lifestyle.

The Minoans were the first great Greek civilisation. 
They didn't live on mainland Greece but on the 
nearby island of Crete, between 2200BC and 1450BC. 
They were known as the Minoans after their legendary 
king, Minos.

After the Minoans came the Mycenaean civilisation, 
from mainland Greece. They were fine builders and 
traders, but they were also great soldiers. They 
famously fought in the battle of Troy. Homer, an 
important Greek writer, told stories of the Mycenaean 
age in his books The Iliad and The Odyssey.

After the Mycenaean age ended in about 1100BC, 
Greece entered a Dark Age. It is known as a dark age 
because nobody knows much about what happened -
all written language and art disappeared.

Glossary
Acropolis     An acropolis is a fortified citadel within a 

larger city. It is usually located on top of 
a hill and at the centre of the city. The 
most famous acropolis is the Acropolis 
of Athens.

Alexander the Great      A ruler of Ancient Greece 
who conquered much of the civilized 
world from Greece to India including 
Egypt.

Athens          One of the most powerful Greek city-
states, Athens was the birthplace of 
democracy.

Helots           The helots were the serfs or slaves that 
worked for the Spartans. The majority 
of the people who Sparta ruled were 
helots.

Homer A Greek epic poet who wrote the Iliad 
and the Odyssey.

Titans The Titans were the first Greek gods. 
They were overthrown by their 
children, the Olympians.

Tyrant The ruler of a Greek city-state, a tyrant 
was like a king. Today the word tyrant is 
used to describe a ruler who rules 
unfairly or unjustly.


