
The Gunpowder Plot

What was the Gunpowder plot?
The Gunpowder plot was a plot to kill King James I 
and his government by blowing up the houses of 
Parliament.

Who was involved in the plot? 
Robert Catesby, Guy Fawkes, Thomas Percy, and 
five of their friends were involved. 

Why were they plotting?
Under the rule of James I, Catholics were treated 
unfairly. The plotters were all Catholic and wanted 
King James removed from the throne. 

How was the plot stopped?
A letter was sent to Lord Monteagle, who was due 
to go to the Houses of Parliament, warning him of 
the plot. He told the king, who sent guards to 
search the cellars. They found Guy Fawkes and 
gunpowder. 

Why do we celebrate Bonfire Night?
King James I ordered that people should celebrate 
his survival on the 5th November. To this day, 
people still light bonfires and burn ‘guys’ (puppets 
made of straw, named after Guy Fawkes) to 
celebrate. 

Homework
Please choose from the following (you can do more 
than 1 if you like) and remember they will be used for 
display so try your best:

Create a 3D model of the Houses of Parliament.

Research what London was like in 1605 and write a 
fact file.  You could include information about the 
houses, clothes people wore or food they ate.

Make your own guy using old clothes stuffed with 
straw.

Paint or draw a firework picture. You could even use 
the 2Paint program on Purple Mash

Present some Firework Safety Rules; this could be in 
the form of a poster or an advice video uploaded to 
ClassDojo.

Who was Guy Fawkes?

Guy Fawkes was born on 13th April 1570, in York.
His Catholic religion was very important to him 
but, at that time, King James I did not like people 
being Catholic in England.
He went to war in Europe to fight on behalf of 
Spain, which was a Catholic country. He called 
himself ‘Guido’ instead of Guy and became an 
officer.
When he came back to England, he became 
involved in a plot to kill King James I. A group of 
men, led by, Robert Catesby, wanted Guy Fawkes 
to be involved partly because he understood how 
to use gunpowder, which is very explosive and 
dangerous.
This was their Gunpowder Plot.

Can you find where your previous learning fits on 
the timeline?  Year 2, when was the Great Fire of 
London?  Year 1, when did Mary Anning live?



Glossary
The Gunpowder plot A plot to blow up the Houses 
of Parliament to kill King James I and his government

Houses of Parliament The building in London where 
the government and politicians work

Catholics Members of the Catholic church. 

Protestants Christians who are not Catholics

Gunpowder An explosive powder used in guns

King James I The king of England, Wales and 
Scotland in 1605

Plot A plan made in secret by a group of people 
(usually to do something that is against the law)

Fireworks a device containing gunpowder which 
causes spectacular, colourful effects and used for 
display or in celebrations


