
The First Moon Landing

On July 20, 1969, millions of people 
gathered around their televisions to watch 
two U.S. astronauts do something no one 
had ever done before. Wearing bulky space 
suits and backpacks of oxygen to breathe, 
Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin 
became the first human beings to walk on 
the moon.

NASA officials selected Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin, and Michael Collins as the astronauts 
who would make the historic trip 
from Earth on Apollo 11. Just four days 
after launching from Kennedy Space Centre 
in Florida, the spacecraft neared the moon’s 
surface.

Before touching down, the three men split 
up. Collins boarded Apollo 11’s command 
module, the Columbia, where he would 
remain in orbit around the moon.

Armstrong and Aldrin boarded Apollo 11’s 
lunar module, the Eagle, and began to 
descend to the moon’s surface.

Homework
Please choose from the following (you can do more 
than 1 if you like) and remember they will be used for 
display so try your best:

Create a 3D model of a space rocket or shuttle

Find out about the life of an astronaut or cosmonaut 
and write a fact file.  Here are some to choose from:
Yuri Gagarin
Neil Armstrong
Helen Sharman
Tim Peake
(But there are lots more to choose from)

Do some research about the moon landings:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zy89wmn

There are also videos of other planets.  Which one 
would you like to visit and why?  Draw a picture to 
show how you would get there, what you might take 
and what you would do when you got there.

The Eagle made a risky landing in a 
shallow moon crater named the Sea of 
Tranquillity. As mission commander, 
Armstrong stepped out first … and 
became the first person on the moon. 
Twenty minutes later, Aldrin climbed 
down the ladder and joined his partner.

After reading a plaque that said they 
“came in peace for all mankind,” the two 
planted the United States’ flag on the 
surface. Armstrong and Aldrin went back 
to work collecting samples of moon 
rocks and dust. 

The Apollo 11 crew returned to Earth on 
July 24, 1969. Over the next several 
years, 10 astronauts would follow in 
Armstrong and Aldrin’s footsteps. The 
last mission to the moon was in 1972.

Though humans haven’t returned to the 
moon since, they have continued to 
explore space. They even built 
the International Space Station (ISS), a 
space research station, where they can 
conduct experiments and study space up 
close.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zy89wmn


In term 3 we will be learning about 
the History of Space exploration.  

Glossary
Astronaut/Cosmonaut  A person who is trained to 
travel in space

NASA The American federal agency in charge of 
sending people into space

Earth The planet where we live (the World)

Moon the satellite of the world, reflecting light from 
the sun

Lunar Module a small craft used to move between 
the moon’s surface and orbiting space craft

Apollo II The space vehicle that carried the 
astronauts to the first moon landing

Orbit A curved path of a spacecraft around a star, 
planet or moon

International Space Station a large spacecraft in 
orbit around Earth. It serves as a home where crews 
of astronauts and cosmonauts live. It is also a 
science laboratory.
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