
Sharks

Sharks are a type of fish but instead of 

having bones, their skeleton is made of 

cartilage. This is what your ears and the tip 

of your nose are made from. There are more 

than 500 different species of shark, 

including the great white shark, grey reef 

shark, hammerhead shark and tiger shark. 

Scientists believe that sharks have been in 

our oceans for around 455 million years. 

Some species of sharks prefer to live alone 

while others live in groups called a school or 

shoal. 

What do they eat?

What a shark eats depends on its species and 

where it lives. Most sharks are carnivores 

because they like to eat fish and other sharks. 

Some larger sharks eat dolphins, sea lions and 

small whales. Smaller sharks eat smaller prey 

such as clams, crabs and squid. 

Some types of shark can be deadly, but only 

about 12 species have ever attacked humans. 

In fact, shark attacks are not very common. 

More people die from bee stings and natural 

disasters such as earthquakes and volcanoes 

each year than from shark attacks. 

Homework
Research a shark of your choice and create a 
fact file all about it.

Create some art inspired by the ocean.

Where do they live?

Sharks can be found in all of the Earth’s five 

oceans: the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic 

and Southern. Some sharks can even be 

found in freshwater lakes and rivers. 

Different species of shark live in different 

oceans depending on the temperature of 

the water. Most prefer warmer 

temperatures though polar sharks prefer 

colder water. 



Shark Senses

Sharks have all the senses that humans 

have; smell, sight, touch, taste and 

hearing. The strongest is their sense of 

smell. Sharks can smell a single drop of 

blood in the water from 400 metres 

away. They can also hear fish moving 

from around 500 metres away. Sharks 

have very good eyesight and they can see 

in low levels of light. 

Glossary

Migration Seasonal movement of animals from one 
region to another

Shoal A large number of fish swimming together

Freshwater Fresh water is any naturally occurring 
water except seawater and brackish water.

Carnivore An animal that only eats meat.

Conservationist Manages naturals habitats without 
damaging them.

Endangered  at risk of extinction

Ocean a very large expanse of sea, in particular each 
of the main areas into which the sea is divided 
geographically.

Shark Migration

In terms of migratory habits, sharks 
can be divided into three groups; 1) 
local sharks, 2) coastal pelagic sharks 
and 3) highly pelagic sharks.

LOCAL SHARKS are those that do not 
migrate at all. They stay within 
approximately 160 kilometres (or 100 
miles) of a central point. Local sharks 
include the Nurse Shark and the 
Bonnethead.

COASTAL PELAGIC SHARKS will 
migrate along the shallower waters 
for a distance of over 1600 
kilometres, or 1000 miles. This may 
be to follow certain currents or in 
search of food. Examples include the 
Oceanic Blacktip, Tiger and Sandbar 
sharks.

HIGHLY PELAGIC SHARKS describe 
such species as the Blue Shark and 
the Mako Shark, both of which will 
follow currents across oceanic 
borders.


