
The Stone Age

When was the Stone Age?

The Stone Age covers a huge period of time, over 3 
million years!

The Stone Age starts from when the first human 
like animals came into existence. The earliest 
evidence has been found in Africa.

Early humans arrived in Britain more than 800,000 
years ago but Britain has not been constantly lived 
in since that time due to climate changes.

The ice and the cold temperatures during the last 
period of time known as the Ice Age meant that 
early humans left Britain in search of warmer 
climates.

At this time Britain was not an island so they could 
walk across the land into Europe and Africa.

Why is it called the Stone 
Age?

The Stone Age is so called because the earliest 
humans used stone to make tools with a sharp edge 
or point. Stone was the material predominantly used 
for tools throughout the Stone Age.

How did they communicate?

Symbols have been found alongside cave paintings in 
Europe, used repeatedly in the same clusters in 
different caves. 

Similar symbols have also been found on jewellery, 
suggesting that there was possibly a communication 
system in existence 30,000 years ago.

Homework
Create your own cave paintings picture or a 
set of story stones to be put out on display. 
Your story stones could be used to retell a 
familiar tale like Little Red Riding Hood or 

The Three Little Pigs.



What type of houses did 
they live in?

This depended on the time, and the country. 

In Britain, archaeologists have found evidence 
of four different types of dwelling.

During the Palaeolithic time period when the 
ice came, some early humans sheltered from 
the cold in caves. Why build your own house 
when there's one already available?

Evidence found in Howick from Mesolithic 
times indicates a circular structure made from 
wooden posts. 

Evidence suggests that houses were usually 
rectangular and constructed form timber in the 
Neolithic period. 

Some houses in the Neolithic period, like those 
uncovered at Skara Brae, were built from 
stones. 

Glossary
Ancestor a deceased member of a family from quite 
far back in the family tee.

Archaeology The science of studying things from the 
past and piecing parts of history together from the 
evidence found.

Evolution The changes that occur in a species or 
animal over millions of years as it adapts to its 
environment and becomes more complex.

Extinction When an entire species of animal pr plant 
disappears or dies.

Henge A circular monument made of wood and 
stone.

Neanderthals A group of Homo sapiens who lived in 
ice age Europe between 120,000 to 35,000 years 
ago. They had a receding forehead and a prominent 
brow ridge.

Prehistoric Relating to the period before written 
records.

Tribe A group of people that live together and live a 
common way of life. They also share the same 
language.

What clothes did they 
wear?

People wore animal skins to keep them 
warm, sewn together using bone 
needles. 

The fine bone needles that have been 
found were probably used for 
embroidery as well. The bodies of a boy 
and a girl buried around 28,000 years ago 
in Russia were found with thousands of 
ivory beads and fox teeth covering them, 
work that would have taken years to 
complete. 

We also know that people were weaving 
fabric back then (which could have been 
used for clothes) and dying spun plant 
fibres different colours, so maybe fashion 
started a lot earlier than you might think!


