
Polar Regions
Polar regions are cold, dry and covered in ice. They 
are usually found at the most Northern or 
Southern areas of the globe.

Homework
Design your own model of one of the five 
climate zones. Your model should include 
the ground, the types of plants or physical 

features that might occur in these areas and 
an example of an animal that might live in 

this area. 

You could use an old shoebox or Easter egg 
box to help you!

Temperate Regions
Temperate regions are not too hot or too cold. The 
United Kingdom is inside a temperate climate 
zone: we have quite a lot of rain, however we also 
experience some lovely warm seasons like spring 
and summer.

Arid Regions
Arid means dry, so arid climates are very hot and 
often completely without rain! It is difficult for 
animals and plants to survive in places like this. 
The Sahara Desert is part of an arid climate zone.

Mediterranean Regions
Mediterranean regions are warm areas of the 
world that are right next to lots of water/an ocean. 
These places have hot, dry seasons but also warm 
and wet seasons. An example of a Mediterranean 
country is Italy or Greece.

Mountain Regions
Mountain regions are colder climates at very high 
points on the Earth. They can be anywhere on the 
planet, as long as the mountain is tall enough! 
Only small plants like grass and moss can survive 
up in these places. 

Tropical Regions
Tropical regions are usually very hot and very wet 
and they are found all the way along the Equator. 
In our first term, we learned all about the Amazon 
Rainforest: this area has a tropical climate! Lots of 
wonderful plants and animals call tropical areas 
their home.

Remember to make 
your homework 

beautiful! It will go on 
display to show your 

hard work, so we 
want them to shine!



What are Climate Zones?

Climate zones are areas around the world with 
specific patterns of weather. If there is a pattern 

of weather that repeats over a long period of 
time, this is described as the climate of this area. 

It takes years for scientists to find, track and 
record these patterns.

There are six major climate zones:
1. Polar
2. Tropical
3. Arid
4. Mediterranean
5. Temperate
6. Mountain

Why do we have Climate 
Zones?

___
Climate zones are formed because we have 

something called the Equator.

The Equator is an invisible line that runs around the 
outside of the Earth and it’s widest point. The sun 
beams straight onto the Earth here, which means 

the countries that are close to this line are the 
hottest in the world. The further away you get from 

the Equator, the colder the country becomes.

Climate
The average weather 
conditions in one place

Weather
The description of the 
conditions in the atmosphere, 
e.g. windy, rainy or sunny

Forecast A prediction of the weather

Climate Change

A change in the normal climate 
of a place due to environmental 
damage or change.

Ozone
A gas that helps to block out 
the sun’s radiation and heat.

Greenhouse Effect

When the Sun’s warmth gets 
trapped in the atmosphere and 
causes the Earth’s temperature 
to rise.

Global Warming

When the Earth warms up 
because there is an increase in 
the amount of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) in the atmosphere.

Glossary

Unfortunately, owing to the damage that we have 
caused to the Earth, the climate zones in some 
places have been changed. The most famous 

example is in Antarctica where the ice caps are 
melting and destroying animals’ natural homes. 

Groups such as Greenpeace campaign to raise 
awareness of what’s happening, just like we did for 

the Rainforest!

Helpful Links:
https://school-
learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/climate_zones_a
nd_biomes/climate_zones_and_biomes.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-
climate/zjdthbk
https://kidadl.com/articles/climate-zones-explained

https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/climate_zones_and_biomes/climate_zones_and_biomes.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-climate/zjdthbk
https://kidadl.com/articles/climate-zones-explained

