
What was invented during 
the Victorian times?
The Victorian era was one of immense change. 
science, medicine and engineering all leapt 
forward in understanding and complexity. 

We would like you to research one of the things 
they invented. Below are some useful web links 
that will provide you with more information:

Homework task

Sources of information

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/vict
orians/inventiotimeline.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-victorians-inventions/zbq78xs

https://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/ingenious/victorian-ingenuity/

https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-
inventions/

Please research a Victorian invention of your 
choice. 

Answer three or more of these questions:
When was it invented?
Who invented it?
What was it for?
What impact did it have?
Is it still used today?

You can present your work as a poster, 
annotated drawing, fact-file, report or a 3D 
model.

The Victorians

Key Dates

1838 Queen Victoria crowned aged 18.

1840 Queen Victoria married Prince Albert.

1842 Children under 10 can no longer work 
in underground mines.

1844 Children aged 8-13 can no longer work 
for more than 6.5 hours per day.

1856 Each county has to have its own police 
force.

1861 Prince Albert died of typhoid.

1864 Children under 10 can no longer work 
as chimney sweeps.

1870 Schools are built for children aged 5-
10.

1872 The first FA Cup Final takes place.

1880 The Education Act makes schooling 
compulsory for all children aged 5-10.

1901 Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII 
becomes King.

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/inventiotimeline.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-victorians-inventions/zbq78xs
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ingenious/victorian-ingenuity/
https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-inventions/


The Victorian Era
The period of time between 1837 to 1901 when 
Queen Victoria reigned over Britain. During her 63 
year reign, there was a huge contrast between how 
the rich and poor Victorians lived.

Queen Victoria led the expansion of the British 
Empire and saw major changes to all aspects of 

Britain due to exciting discoveries and inventions.

Workhouses were huge buildings built for very 
poor people to live and work. Food was very basic 
including bread, porridge (gruel), watered down 
milk and occasionally meat and potatoes. Whole 

families would move in together but men, women 
and children were all kept separate.

The Industrial Revolution
A huge period of change in Britain between 1750 and 
1900.

Before the Industrial                  
Revolution, Britain was a rural
country, most people lived off    
the land with livestock.

People began to realise that coal and steam could be 
used to power factories, large machines, flour and 
cotton mills. This reduced the time it took to make 
something and increased the amount that could be 
made and so the Industrial Revolution began.

Huge factories were built and town expanded. People 
would migrate to the towns attracted by reliable work 
and pay from the factories. Houses for workers were 
built closer to the factories. Better transport links 
helped boost trade by transporting people and goods 
quickly and cheaply all across the country.

Glossary
artisan Someone who creates something 

functional with a level of skill (in 
Victorian times, an artisan earned more
than the lowest working classes but less
than the middle class.

blagger A thief
(slang)

pauper A very poor person

refractory     A small room, often in the cellar of a 
cell                 workhouse, where disorderly inmates 

were kept for a period of solitary 
confinement.

slum A street or district inhabited by very 
poor people and in a state of being 
overcrowded and poor quality.

toff A word used by some to describe the 
(slang).          rich or upper classes.

typhoid A bacterial infection that can spread 
throughout the body.

workhouse A public institution where some of the
poorest working classes work in return
for lodgings and food. 


