
Homework
Choose one or two (or more!) of these 
activities to work on over the holidays.

Do your best and have fun!

• Learn a wartime song/dance and perform it 
to your family.

• Research old British currency (money) and 
write some second World War money 
problems.

• Research and play games that children 
would have played in the 1940’s. Take 
photos of yourself.

• Research a painting that shows WWII. 
What does it tell you about the time?

• Design a parachute for a soldier that would 
keep him safe.

• Visit a WWII museum and write a 
diary/review about your trip eg. the 
Imperial War Museum.

• Draw and label a great airplane from WWII 
eg. the British Submarine Spitfire.

• Research a WWII recipe and make it at 
home. Photograph the meal and write a 
recipe. Write a review of the meal.

World War II

In September 1939, Britain entered into what 
would become the world’s most devastating war 
to date. Next year we will learn all about the 
events that changed the lives of millions in our 
topic about World War II.

World War II was a battle between two groups of 
countries – the “Allies” and the “Axis“. The major 
Allied Powers were Britain, France, Russia, China 
and the United States. The major Axis Powers 
were Germany, Italy and Japan.

Before World War II began, Germany was ruled by 
a man named Adolf Hitler. Together with the Nazi 
Party, he wanted Germany to rule Europe. To gain 
more land and power, on 1 September 1939 
German troops invaded Poland. After Hitler 
refused to stop the invasion, Britain and France 
declared war on Germany – World War II had 
begun.

During the course of the war, German forces 
advanced through Europe. By the summer 
of 1941 they had invaded France, Belgium, 
Holland, Luxembourg, Denmark, Norway, Greece, 
Yugoslavia* and the USSR*.



Glossary

air-raid an attack in which bombs are dropped 
from aircraft onto a ground target   

conflict fight, battle, war an armed conflict

evacuate       Evacuation means leaving a place. During
the Second World War, many children 
living in big cities and towns were moved
temporarily from their homes to places
considered safer, usually out in the
countryside.

invade a person or group that invades a country,
region, or other place

propaganda information, especially of a biased or
misleading nature, used to promote a
political cause or point of view.

rations         a fixed amount of a commodity officially
allowed to each person during a time of
shortage, as in wartime.

Evacuees

In the first four days of September 1939 nearly 
3,000,000 people were evacuated from Britain's 
towns and cities and moved to safer places in the 
countryside. The vast majority of these were 
schoolchildren, but they were accompanied by 
100,000 teachers and sometimes a parent.

In scenes repeated all over the country, children 
marched as a school to the train station wearing 
identity labels and carrying their gas-masks and a 
few personal possessions. For most it was the start 
of a long day that would eventually conclude with 
their selection by a 'host family' in the 'reception 
area' - their new homes.

We will be reading Goodnight Mr Tom and The 
Lion and the Unicorn to help us understand and 
empathise with evacuees.

Useful websites: 
History and Geography 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-
history/world-war-two/

https://www.theschoolrun.com/h omework-help/world-
war-2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/world-war-two-facts-for-
kids

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/annefrank.h
tml

Maths
How to make and play battleships: 
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/battleships-instructions

Art 
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/w/war-artists

Music 
Glenn Miller 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artist s/7b353d3c-
2bd940e3-a21d- b7da3f941339

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/songs.htm

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Morse 
Code/390814

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-%20history/world-war-two/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/h%20omework-help/world-war-2
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/world-war-two-facts-for-kids
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/annefrank.html
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/battleships-instructions
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/w/war-artists
https://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artist%20s/7b353d3c-2bd940e3-a21d-%20b7da3f941339
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/songs.htm
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Morse%20Code/390814

