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Introduction 

 

Welcome back, happy Star-wars day! 

 

Our topic for the next few weeks will be flight. This week we are looking at humans and flight 

Challenge 1 (English) 

Reading: Please send a quick message or one photo with the book title and page number, if you 
haven’t already. 

Can you please continue your diary, about 1 paragraph a day. 

Spellings: Spellings for the week are from the year 5 and 6 statutory word list, there are deliberately 
only 6. To make long term memory retention easier. 

1. Soldier 
2. Sincere 
3. Sincerely 
4. Signature 
5. Shoulder 
6. Secretary  

These are words, as a class, we often spell wrong. These are not going to be tested, but 
make sure you can spell them: 

a. Excited. (you often write exited) 
b. People 
c. Beautiful. (You often leave out the u) 
d. Friendship (You often leave out the i) 
e. Cautiously 
f. Happened (you often miss the last e out) 
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English – Reading comprehension 

Reading – part 4 

In the Company of a Thief: Part 1 

   Well you’re a rarity.  

   Not many choose to spend any time in my company. Which, as it happens, suits me just fine. 
Normally, I operate on my own. A loner. A free agent. And to tell the truth, that’s just how I like it – 
no offence. After an hour or so with me, you too will probably wish you hadn’t bothered. Still, now 
you’re here, we might as well make the best of it. Just don’t say I didn’t warn you.  

 

   For some reason, people don’t seem to like me. Or my family, come to think of it. We get called 
every name under the sun: filth, animals, vermin … See what I mean? Not nice, is it? Still, sticks and 
stones will break my bones, as they say. The trouble is, I get the sticks and stones as well. 

Of course, I do understand, to a certain extent, given my line of work. Thief – it’s not a pleasant word 
is it?  But these are hard times. I just do what I have to do to survive. I don’t even take what I don’t 
need – just enough to get by; to keep me from going hungry. 

 

   Luckily, there’s quite a lot you can pick up, if you know where to look. After all, this is a big city – a 
port as well. Huge ships sail right up the river from all around the world. Along with fine fabrics and 
strange, bitter leaves, they bring barrels of wine and bulging crates packed with exotic fruit, 
vegetables and even spices, if you like that kind of thing.  

 

   That’s why the dockside is my favourite patch. There are always plenty of shadows and dark 
corners in which you can lurk unseen, waiting, watching. Usually, I can get all I want from the rich 

pickings just lying around. 

Week 4 Questions 

 

1. Find a word in the passage which can be used to refer to creatures which are undesirable or 
harmful. 
 
________________________________________________ 1 mark  

 

 

 



 
Year 5 Home learning during school closure 

 4 May 2020 
 

 3 

2. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘For some reason …’ Explain what the thief means by I get 
the sticks and stones as well. 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 

1 mark 
 

3. Explain with reference to the text why the dockside is the narrator’s favourite place to visit. 

 

______________________________________________________ 
1 mark 

 

 

4. Do you think the character feels positive about themselves? Explain your answer with 
reference to the text.  
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________   2 marks 
 

5. In the final paragraph the thief states that ‘When I was younger I had a taste for the finer 
things in life.’ Why and how has the thief changed over time? Explain by referring to the 
text. 

 

______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 

3 marks 
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Challenge 2 (Maths) 

Decimals week 3: 

We are going to look at changing fractions to decimal numbers and back again. 

This is the I DO 

Look here  

0.1 = 1/10 = 10/100 
0.2 =2/10 = 20/100  
1.1 = 1 whole one and 1 tenth 
1.2 = 1 whole one and 1 tenth  

Here is a maths antics video clip to explain more: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jcW-ZgpRbM  

We do is on the next page, you may need to copy the table out. 
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Notice there 
are 3 whole 
squares = 3 
whole ones 

 

Notice the 
line is divided 
into 10ths 
then sub-
divided into 
100ths 

 

A= 1.13 
because 
it is 3 
lines 
along 
from 1.1. 

Sorry this table 
is small it will 
be easier if you 
copy it out 
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Reasoning  
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Challenge 3 (Topic) 

 Science 

We are going to look human flight 

Start here https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvb76v4/articles/zdcskmn  

Here are some more guides: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvb76v4  

Tell me 3 things you found out! 

 

Wellbeing 

P.E  

Are you able to go with an adult for 
a walk/jog, near your home? If you 
are, look how many different birds 
you can see. Many of the birds are 
nesting at the moment and will 
soon have chicks. You might be able 
to see some nests. I went for a walk 
with my boys and we saw 6 
different kinds of birds on our block, 
sometimes there are more. Once 
we saw an eagle, above the road. 
How many of the birds do you 
recognise? 

 


