
Homework

Choose one or two (or more!) of these 
activities to work on over the holidays.

Do your best and have fun!

• Design and make a mosaic depicting life in 
Pompeii.

• Make a model or design a fact sheet 
explaining what the houses in Pompeii 
were like before the eruption.

• Create a timeline of when Mount Vesuvius 
has erupted since 79 A.D.

• Create a model or picture of one of the 
artefacts found in Pompeii .

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIZ4aS
KT3mo

• Follow the link above and note down some 
facts that you find interesting. Compose 
three questions that you would like to find 
the answers to. 

• Draw a map of Italy marking where 
Vesuvius and Pompeii are, and the reach of 
the devastation.

What was the effect of the 
eruption of Vesuvius on the city of 
Pompeii?

Pompeii is a vast archaeological site in 
southern Italy’s Campania region, near the 
coast of the Bay of Naples. Once a thriving 
and sophisticated Roman city, Pompeii was 
buried under meters of ash and pumice after 
the catastrophic eruption of Mount Vesuvius 
in 79 A.D. The preserved site features 
excavated ruins of streets and houses that 
visitors can freely explore.

The archaeological sites at and around 
Pompeii are important because they provide 
a unique source of information about many 
aspects of social, economic, religious, and 
political life of the ancient world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIZ4aSKT3mo


Glossary

eruption a volcanic eruption is where hot lava 
and gas are released from a volcano

thermopolium a shop that sold ready to eat hot food 
to people who did not have their own 
private kitchens 

mosaic    a picture or pattern produced by 
arranging together small pieces of 
stone, tile or glass

colonnade a row of evenly spaced columns 
supporting a roof, or arches 

odeon an ancient Greek or Roman building  
used for performances of music and 
poetry

plaster casts    a copy or mould of a statue or other 
object, cast in plaster of Paris

house of vettii a Roman house located in Pompeii, 
which was preserved in the ash from 
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius

Mount Vesuvius

Mount Vesuvius stands about 1,280 meters 
high, but its height changes after each major 
eruption. A high ridge, known as Mount 
Somma, partly surrounds the main cone of 
Vesuvius. The area between the ridge and 
the cone is known as Valle del Gigante
(Giant’s Valley). At the top of the cone is a 
large crater. It is about 300 meters deep and 
600 meters across.

Scientists believe that Mount Vesuvius was 
formed about 200,000 years ago. Vesuvius 
was inactive for hundreds of years before 
the disaster of 79 A.D. Since then the 
volcano has erupted many times. An 
eruption in 1631 killed about 3,000 people. 
The last major eruption occurred in 1944.

Useful websites: 

History and Geography 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history
/article/pompeii

https://donovanimages.co.nz/proxima-
veritati/insula-9/media/panos/F12-
11_H13R15_rep/F12-11_H13R15_rep-
8k.html

https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-
18/091817/pompeii-s-secrets.html#1060L

Art 
https://museum.wa.gov.au/pompeii2010/o
bjects/index.html

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/pompeii
https://donovanimages.co.nz/proxima-veritati/insula-9/media/panos/F12-11_H13R15_rep/F12-11_H13R15_rep-8k.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/091817/pompeii-s-secrets.html#1060L
https://museum.wa.gov.au/pompeii2010/objects/index.html

