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P.E 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ 
 
Maths: 
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Dividing decimals: 
 
Here is a video modelling a simple method to dividing decimals by whole numbers: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bosixfBHikg 
 
Here is an example: 
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Reading Comprehension: 
 

Darwin – the evolution of an idea 
 

Have you ever noticed how you can start off intending to do one thing yet end up doing 
something completely different? That doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s been a disastrous 
waste of time. In fact, it could result in something truly life-changing. Take the life of Charles 
Darwin, for example. 
The theory of evolution 
You will, no doubt, know that Darwin (1809 – 1882) was a key figure in the development of 
the theory of evolution. This idea (still controversial for some) suggested how animals 
undergo tiny changes from generation to generation. These changes that help 
creatures adapt to their environments will be passed on to their offspring to 
improve the species so that it continues to thrive and reproduce. The ones that 
don’t … well, let’s just say that nature takes care of them.  
Education 
Darwin started by following in his father’s footsteps: he began training to be a doctor in 
Scotland. However, he soon tired of his studies at medical school so his disappointed father 
sent him to Cambridge University. Here, he was supposed to be working towards a 
respectable profession in the church. Even though he studied hard, he also became a keen 
collector of beetles in his spare time, reflecting his growing interest in nature. After that, he 
started learning about geology – the study of rocks, soil and so on. 
As a result, he was invited to join an expedition to South America on a ship called HMS 
Beagle. His job would be to investigate the geology and collect wildlife specimens while the 
rest of the crew mapped the coastline.  
Secrets of the stones 
On HMS Beagle’s first stop at Cape Verde – a group of islands off the coast of Africa – 
Darwin made a fascinating discovery. High in the volcanic cliffs, he found a layer of rock 
containing seashells. This made him think that great changes must be happening to the planet, 
probably over a very long period of time. 

Rocks yielded more remarkable discoveries when they reached South 
America. Here, Darwin found fossils of extinct mammals alongside shells 
that suggested these animals had died out fairly recently. What’s more, there 
were no signs of natural disasters or major climate change. This made 
Darwin begin to wonder what might cause a species to be wiped out.  

Life-changing discoveries 
Darwin noticed how some of the islands visited by the Beagle had their own distinct varieties 
of certain animals. This was interesting because, in those days, people had believed that all 
the world’s creatures had been made at the same time by the same creator. If that was so, why 
bother to make slightly different versions of the same animal? Could it be that the design of 
life was not as fixed as had previously been thought? 
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By the time HMS Beagle had completed its five-year, round-the-world 
voyage and returned to England, Darwin’s thoughts were beginning to 
take shape. It would take many years, plenty of further research and 
numerous conversations with other scientists before he published 
probably his most famous work, On the Origin of Species. It would take 
even longer for his ideas to become widely accepted by the scientific 
community and the public in general.  
 

 
Questions for Darwin  

 
 

 
Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the first paragraph. Find and copy a word that means planning. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
2.  … from generation to generation … This means … 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
3.  … Rocks yielded more remarkable discoveries … What does the word yielded mean in this 
sentence? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval: 
 
4.  In which year was Darwin born? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Where did Darwin start training to be a doctor? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Where did HMS Beagle stop first? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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Inference: 
 
7. Find and copy a group of words that suggests Darwin was not the only person to help 
develop the theory of evolution? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. What was Charles Darwin’s father’s job? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Why did it seem strange to find seashells in a layer of rock on Cape Verde? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Summarise: 
 
10. Here are some summaries of different paragraphs in the text. Number them from 1 to 4 to 
show the order in which they appear in the text. 
  
  Darwin found interesting fossils in South America. 

Darwin’s education was not straight-forward.   

  Darwin eventually turned his ideas into a book. 

  Darwin noticed that some types of animals were slightly different from island to island. 

 
Predict: 
11. What do you think would happen to any changes in animals that did not help them adapt 
to their environments? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Authorial intent: 
12. … the evolution of an idea… Suggest two reasons why these words were used in the 
heading. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 



 
Year 6 Home learning during school closure 

6th May 2020 
 

Answers for Darwin 
 

Vocabulary:  
1. intending 
2. being passed on from parent to child, again and again 
3. gave or produced 
Retrieval:  
4. 1809 
5. Scotland 
6. Cape Verde 
Inference: 
7. (Darwin … was) a key figure (i.e. not the only one). Also accept numerous conversations 
with other scientists 
8. doctor 
9. because they were high up in the (volcanic) cliffs  
Summarise: 
10.  
  
    2 Darwin found interesting fossils in South America. 

                1  Darwin’s education was not straight-forward.   

    4 Darwin eventually turned his ideas into a book. 

    3 Darwin noticed that some types of animals were slightly different from island 

to island. 

 
Predict:  
11. Accept answers that suggest the changes would not be passed on from generation to 
generation. The text says that changes that help creatures adapt are passed on but nature takes 
care of those that don’t, which means that those changes don’t last/stay. 
Compare:  
12.   
a. The theory of evolution is the main idea for which Darwin is famous. 
b. Evolution means ‘gradually develop’ and the text is about how Darwin gradually 
developed his ideas/Darwin’s ideas evolved as he made discoveries/His ideas changed when 
he found fossils etc. 
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Spellings: 
 

 
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar 
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English: 
 
Watch this video: 
 
https://www.literacyshed.com/diving-giraffes.html 
 

 

Write a storying using show not tell sentences throughout describing all that 
happens as if it is a human and then reveal at the end that it is in fact a giraffe.  
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Geography 
 
Learn more about the world we live in… 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/znm7vk7 
 
Watch the video and take the quiz! 
 
Explore the different lands: 
 

 
 
Where would you most like to visit? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSHE: 
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What is self-management?

Self-management is the 
ability to monitor and adjust 
one’s own behaviour

Pay attention to their own 
behaviour 

Use appropriate play and 
social interaction skills

Which of the following activities 
show self-management 

Brushing your teeth Being moody 
towards people  

Doing 10 press-ups 
every morning

Making fun of 
someone

Eating 3 chocolate 
bars 

Keeping your 
bedroom tidy 

Walking away if you 
are angry Not shouting Not saying sorry 

Playing computer 
games for hours 

Not revising for a 
test 

Clearing up toys  
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üMotivation
üPositive attitude
üResponsible
üFlexible 
üImaginative
üMood
üEnergetic

üSense of humour
üPersistence
üInitiative
üCommunication
üMake decisions
üOrganised

To be a good self-
manager you need 
the following skills 

Scenarios 

1. It is the night before a 
spelling test and you 
haven’t done any 
practice. You are feeling 
quite worried about the 
test. 

• What could you do to feel 
better?

• How can self-
management help you?  

2 . You are in town and see 
one of your best friends 
across the road. You wave at 
them and they don’t wave 
back.

• How would you feel? 
• How can self-

management help you?  
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Scenarios 

3. You get home from school 
and your younger sister is in 
your room playing with your 
favourite games and your 
room is a mess. 

• How would you feel?
• What would you do?
• How could self-

management help you?

4. You are at a party and there 
are loads of fizzy drinks, 
sweets and junk food on offer 
as well some fruit, water and 
healthy snacks. 

• What would you chose to 
eat and drink?

• How could self-
management help you? 

TASK: What can self-
management help you with? 

üCompleting your homework
üHaving self-discipline 
üBe helpful at home 
üBe fit & healthy
üChoosing healthy foods
üManaging your emotions
üReacting to situations
üCommunicating with people
üHaving a positive outlook
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How can you practice self-
management? 

• Practice of day-to-day 
tasks

• Practice of behaviours 
• Thinking before you act 
• Thinking before you say 

things
• Use positive self-talk 
• Keep your mind & body  

healthy 

SUMMARY – steps to self-
management 

Identify your 
behaviour 

Work out the 
impact of your 
behaviour 

What is the reason for 
changing you behaviour 

Spot when your 
behaviour occurs 

Think of a 
solution
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End of the day Resources: 

 
Timetable practice - https://www.mathschase.com 
Accelerated Reader - 
https://ukhosted105.renlearn.co.uk/5980333/public/rpm/login/Login.aspx?srcID=s 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


