
 
 
 
 
19 October 2016 
Ref: VRI/KBR 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
Modern Foreign Languages 
 
I am writing to inform you about the changes made this year to the delivery of Modern Foreign Languages at 
Valley Invicta Primary School at Holborough Lakes, how this will impact your daughter/son and what you can 
do to support their learning. 
 
“Learning another language is not only learning different words for the same things, but learning 
another way to think about things.” 
Flora Lewis, (born July 29, 1922, Los Angeles, Calif., died June 2, 2002, Paris, France) American journalist 
who was a top-notch reporter and columnist specialized in international affairs 
 
On a carousel basis, your daughter/son will be exposed to 8 sessions, each for a duration of 30 minutes per 
week, of French, German, Japanese and Spanish, which will be delivered by language specialists and native 
speakers working at Invicta Grammar School. 
 
The purpose of the programme is to enable students to develop the following linguistic skills in preparation 
for their secondary school languages learning: 
 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in, repeating and 
responding. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound 
and meaning of words.  

 Engage in short conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and respond to those 
of others.  

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures.  

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation.  

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing.  

 Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

 Broaden vocabulary and develop the ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar 
written material, including through using a dictionary. 

 Develop understanding of different calligraphy and practise writing letters as per the different 
language. 

 Expand their general knowledge by discovering foreign cultures through reading, singing, Art, History 
and Geography. 

 
In addition to raising their overall linguistic and oral skills, this programme will allow them to discover various 
cultures and to gain an understanding of how French, German, Japanese and Spanish children learn their 
own language. Therefore, I am hoping this will help them widen their understanding of the world and create 
the desire to become multi-lingual. 
 
In terms of supporting your daughter/son, may I please suggest that you, first and foremost, ask them to 
teach you what they have learnt on Tuesday during their language session – for instance, how to pronounce 
or write the new words, explain what the story was about, sing the new song and practise the short 
conversation. There is, of course, a gold mine of resources online nowadays such as https://www.little-
linguist.co.uk.   Finally, travelling abroad and experiencing total immersion in a language will always be the 
ultimate way to learn a language and I can only encourage you whenever possible to give your daughter/son 
this opportunity. 
 
I would like wish your daughter/son a very successful year. Thank you in anticipation of your support and 
encouraging your son/daughter to embrace language and culture. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs V Ricks 
Assistant Headteacher, Invicta Grammar School; VIAT Director of Languages 
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