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Single Use Plastic  

Did you know without action, by 2050 there 
could be more plastic in the sea than fish and 
that Europe is the second largest plastics    
producer in the world, with 500,000 tonnes 
of plastic waste going into the sea every year 
(the equivalent of 66,000 full rubbish 
trucks!) Therefore, at Holborough Lakes      
Primary school,  we would like to support this 
cause by proposing a ban on single use    
plastic cartons and drinks. Many of the     
children already bring in a water bottle to 
keep hydrated. At lunchtimes we will        
continue to provide water for children who 
have packed lunches, to ensure they remain 
fully hydrated. I will be asking for feedback 
via a ParentMail form and Miss Fassnidge will   
speak to the school council. Although, this is 
only a small gesture in the grand scheme of 
being sustainable, I hope it goes someway to 
educating our children: to make informed 
decisions about how our actions impact upon 
the environment.  

10th February 2020 

Celebrations 

Well done to Madison who has been awarded eight swimming 

certificates including Water Skills 6, Bronze Swimming Challenge 

and 400 metres.  

 

Due to Achievement Assembly on Thursday we 

have not held our usual celebration assembly   

today.  

This is a reminder that there are no Teacher Led clubs in the first week or last 

week of term. Have a lovely half term and we look forward to welcoming 

everybody back on Tuesday 25th February.   



Class Attendance % 

Panda 95.0% 

Alpaca 98.7% 

Tiger 97.3% 

Meerkat 93.7% 

Owl 93.2% 

Penguin 94.4% 

Dolphin 91.5% 

Wallaby 90.0% 

Total 95.0% 

Class Number of 
raffle tickets 

Panda 133 

Alpaca 105 

Tiger 82 

Meerkat TBC 

Owl 83 

Penguin 45 

Dolphin 52 

Attendance Reading Raffle  

Invicta Grammar School Maths Challenge  
 
Four of our Year 5 Pupils attend the Primary Maths Challenge that took place at Invicta Grammar School last week.                    
They participated in challenges alongside pupils from local primary schools and it was an opportunity for them to         
experience a day in a secondary school environment. Well done to all four girls who worked extremely hard on the     
challenges that they were set. Miss Morsley, who attended with the pupils, worked collaboratively and showed            
perseverance throughout the competition.  



Message from the Governors  

The entire governing body were welcomed to school by staff and children. They visited every class and were very            
impressed with the children’s maths skills. It was wonderful to see the new maths curriculum in practice and seeing the 
positive impact on the children. We all learnt something today!  

We observed the Wellness Programme in action which is so important to all of our young people and the school’s          
ambition to achieve the ArtsMark award. This will ensure the Holborough Lakes children have many more broad and rich 
experiences.  

Children’s Wellbeing  
 

Following on from Children's Mental Health Week last week, we are continuing to promote the awareness of    
wellbeing for our pupils. 

Below are some suggestions of activities you could do at home with your child: 

 Play outside: make a treasure hunt map, go on a bug hunt, do tree rubbings, draw the outdoors, collect 
items beginning with a certain letter, have a picnic, create an obstacle course, make a den. 

 Be tactile: Playdough, sand, water play.  

 Be creative: Painting and drawing, role play, listen to music, dance. 

 Thinking time: write 5 things you're proud of, write 5 things you like about yourself, tell each other why 
you love each other, write down any worries and turn them into positive thoughts. 

 Be together: Play a board game together, make your own game, have a technology free hour - or even a 
whole day!  

Agility Competition  

 

Last week a group of Key Stage 1 pupils competed in the Infant Agility Competition at  Valley Invicta Primary School at 
Leybourne Chase and they came second, well done! 

The children took part in activities including speed bounce and running races. Thank you to the parents who took their        
Children to and from the event, without your support we could not offer these opportunities.  



Young Voices  
 

 

 

‘WASTED’ Production  

Tesco Bags of Help 
 
Please continue to support us by putting your blue chip in our unit at Tesco Extra Lunsford Park and Tesco Express 
Larkfield. We are raising money for musical instruments and we appreciate your support, thank you. 
 

What an amazing day! 26 children from our school joined 8000 children to perform at the O2  Young Voices concert, on the 
5th January 2020.  

The coach arrived at midday and we were whisked off to the O2, where we spent the afternoon rehearsing with the other 
schools, ready for our concert in the evening. We were so excited to be ‘backing singers’ for Tony Hadley, lead singer in 
Spandau Ballet, Mr Elsom's favourite 'The Shires' and also Ruti.  

Ruti herself took part in Young Voices when she was 8 years old, and with the confidence and drive she received whilst taking 
part, Ruti decided to audition for ‘The Voice,’ winning the competition!  

The children thoroughly enjoyed singing songs from a range of genres including: 'Best of the West' compilation, 'Ode to Joy', 
'Kusimama' and 'Killer Queen' compilations.  

We had a brilliant time dancing with Urban Strides, a growing street dance group, who taught us dance moves that we used 
whilst singing.  

The experience of singing at the O2 was unforgettable! We had the best seats in the house this year, with the band and             
conductor - only metres from our seats.  

The children represented Holborough Lakes Primary School beautifully and are a credit to our school; we are incredibly proud 
of them.  

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the children for the concert, we look forward to 2021! 

Year 6 experienced the ‘WASTED’ production last week, raining their awareness on making the right choices.  



Internet Safety Day  
 

 

 

Project Salus Donation Request  

It is Internet Safety Day tomorrow and the children will be participating in activities to raise their awareness. As a parent or 
carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. You don’t need to be an expert on the internet to help keep 
your child stay safe online. Please follow this link for advice and resources to support you as you support your child to use the 
internet safely, responsibility and positively.  

https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf 

 

A group of children are working with Salus to do their very own project. We have chosen to build a sensory garden because it 

would be a nice place to spend time to calm down. We would really like your help and are kindly asking for donations of the 

following items: 

 Keys 

 CDs 

 Pebbles 

 Old wellington boots 

 Tyres 

 Rice and glitter 

 Plastic bottles 

 Flower seeds 

 Compost 
 
If you have any donations please bring them into the office and thank you for your continued support.  

HeadStart Update  

As part of the HeadStart initiative we are working hard to create a safe space for the children, this will be our Sensory Garden. 
Thank you so much for all of the donations so far, we couldn't make this happen without your support. Berkeley Homes have 
also kindly offered to help and our new planters should be under construction soon.  

Some of Year 5 and 6 have been lucky enough to benefit from the HeadStart programme already including six weeks of Yoga 
and a six week resilience course called ’Bounce back.’     

Keep checking our Newsletter for updated information on the progress of our Sensory garden and how you can support your 
child's resilience at home.  



Times tables  
 

 

 

Staffing Update  

How can you help your child practise their times tables? 

Because the National Curriculum for maths is so extensive, there is an expectation that parents will help their children learn 
their times tables at home and not rely on schools to bring them up to speed. In June 2020, Year 4 will be the first cohort of   
children to take a National Multiplication test, which will benchmark the children on their ability to recall multiplications        
proficiently. To help support your child at home, here are some techniques you could use: 

 Practising times tables by rote. 

 Asking your child multiplication questions out of order – such as ‘What’s 11x12? What’s 5x6?’ 

 Asking your child the related division facts: ‘What’s 8/4? What’s 9/6?’ 

 Using arrays to help your child memorise times tables – you can use fun objects like Smarties or Lego bricks to make it 
more entertaining. 

 Giving your child word problems to test their skills, like ‘If Peter has 800ml of orange juice and needs to share it between 
four friends, how much can they each have?’ 

 Using apps and games like TheSchoolRun’s multiplication games and PIXL https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixl-times-
tables/id1300608796 to build speed. 

We are delighted to announce some staffing appointments at our school. Miss Dudney has secured a position within our     

Specialist Resource Provision (SRP) therefore we will be advertising for the post of EYFS TA. Miss Dudney will remain in Panda 

Class until we have successfully appointed the EYFS TA. I am also pleased to share with you our appointment of Mr Delree to 

the position of Key Stage 2 TA. Mr Delree has been with us since September, supporting in our SRP.  

For further information on the EYFS TA position and details on how to apply. If you have the relevant experience please follow 

the link below:  

https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=78176  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/maths/division
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-arrays
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-two-step-and-multi-step-problems
http://www.theschoolrun.com/games/multiplication
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixl-times-tables/id1300608796
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pixl-times-tables/id1300608796
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=78176


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

School Term Dates 2019-20 
  
Term 3: Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 14th February 2020 
(Monday 6th January – Staff Development Day) 
  
Term 4:  Monday 24th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020 
(Monday 24th February – Staff Development Day) 
  
Term 5: Monday 20th April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020 
  
Term 6: Monday 1st June 2020 – Friday 17th July 2020 
(Monday 1st June – Staff Development Day) 
 
Term 1: Thursday 3rd September  2020 – Friday 23rd October 2020 
(Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September - Staff Development Days) 
  
Term 2:  Wednesday 4th November  2020 – Wednesday 16th December 2020 
(Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd November  - Staff Development Days) 
 

Dates  

Date Event 

11th February Internet Safety Day  

12th February 2.30pm  Year 1 and 2 Maths Mastery Workshop—Parents invited  

13th February 9.00am Achievement Assembly (Invite Only)  

14th February  Last day of term  

25th February  First day back—Term 4 

26th and 27th February  Parent Consultations  



Dates (continued)  
 

Dates for School Events 2019-2020 (additional / amended dates in blue) 
 
11.02.20 Internet Safety Day 
12.02.20 2.30pm Year 1 and 2 Maths Mastery Workshop (Parents invited) 
13.02.20 Achievement Assembly 9am (invitation only) 
26.02.20 & 27.02.20 Parent Consultation Evenings  
02.03.20 Kent Fire and Rescue Educational Visit  
03.03.20 Panda Class Visit Pilgrims View Care Home  
05.03.20 World Book Day (Dress up as a book character) 
05.03.20 Year 5 Scholarship Information Event for Parents  
06.03.20 Year 3 and 4 Showcase Session 2pm – Fair Trade Fruit Kebabs (Parents Invited)  
06.03.20 Book Sale 3.20pm School hall (This is an opportunity for you to purchase second hand books 
for a cash donation) 
09.03.20 to 13.03.20 British Science Week  
11.03.20 Year 3 Parent Lunch  
17.03.20 & 18.03.20 Mothers Day Gift Shop (PTA) 
18.03.20 Sport Relief (Donation) 
19.03.20 & 20.03.20 PTA Mothers Day Afternoon Tea 
24.03.20 Year 6 SATS Information Meeting for Parents 3.20pm 
26.03.20 8.30am and 3.20pm – Multiplication Checklist – Information Event for Parents Year 4  
27.03.20 Year 1 and 2 Showcase Session 2pm (Parents Invited)  
27.03.19 PTA Easter Disco  
31.03.20 Year 5 & 6 Showcase Session 2.30pm (Parents Invited)  
31.03.20 Happy School Bag collection  
01.04.20 Easter Service for Years 3 and 4 (Parents Invited) 
02.04.20 Easter Bonnet Parade  
02.04.20 Achievement Assembly 9am (invitation only) 
 



Dates (continued)  

 

02.04.20 Year 2 SATS Information Meeting for Parents 3.20pm 
22.04.20 Panda Class Godstone Farm Trip 
23.04.20 11 plus (PESE) Information Event for Year 5 Parents 3.20pm   
W/C 27.04.19 PTA Drink Up Fill Up Fundraiser 
29.04.20 Year 1 and 2 Trip to Howletts Wildlife Park  
11.05.20 to 15.05.20 KS2 SATs Week 
12.05.20 Panda Class Showcase Session 2pm (Parents Invited)  
15.05.20 PTA Cake and Uniform Sale  
18.05.20 – 3.20pm Swattenden Information Meeting for parents 
21.05.20 – 3.20pm – Kingswood Information Meeting for parents  
Week commencing Monday 08.06.20 – Phonics Screen  
12.06.20 Class Photographs 
05.06.20 Soccer Aid Day 
15.06.20 to 19.06.20 Travelling Book Fair  
15.06.20 & 16.06.20 Fathers Day Gift Shop (PTA) 
17.06.20 Sports Day Olympic themes (24.06.20 Reserve Sports Day)  
18.06.20 & 19.06.20 PTA Fathers Day Afternoon Tea 
22.06.20 Year 4 - one night residential to Swattenden 
26.06.20 Year 2 Class Assembly 8.55am (parents invited) 
27.06.20 Summer Fete  
03.07.20 Hillfest 
06.07.20 to 08.07.20 Year 5 Residential trip to Kingswood 
06.07.20 to 10.07.20 Year 6 Residential trip to Kingswood 
09.07.20 Year 1 and 2 Showcase Session Picnic and Quiz (Parents invited) 
10.07.20 End of Term Disco  


