
Valley Invicta Primary School  
at Holborough Lakes 

 
Weekly Update 1.11.19 - Panda Class 

 
In Maths we have completed lots of different sorting activities; stones were sorted 

by size or colour, blocks by straight or curved sides and pictures of animals by 
how many legs they have.  We then chose our own ways to sort different objects 

including these hoops that contain either shells or people! 
 

      
 

Our first PE lesson was great fun.  We all got changed really sensibly and only 
needed a little help.  Miss Sargent taught us about different ways of travelling and 

we then had to hold positions on different parts of our bodies. 
 

     
 
 

  

As it was Halloween this week we couldn’t resist 
having a go at hollowing out some pumpkins.  It 
was hard work and we definitely used our 
muscles.  We listened to the story of Room on 
the Broom and thought about what we might 
want on a broom if we had one.  As if by magic, 
Mr Tom appeared with some sticks and we used 
them to make our own mini broomsticks.  We 
also put spooky pictures into a cauldron and had 
a go a writing our own spells. 

 
 

    
 



In small groups we have been sharing our shrine boxes and have really enjoyed 
talking about our special objects and photographs and explaining why they are 

important to us. 
 

    
 
 

 
 

 

On Friday we began exploring our next focus text.  We 
looked at this illustration from the start of ‘Blue 

Penguin’ and talked about what sort of place we 
thought it was.  Is it Elsa’s castle or maybe the inside of 

a fridge?  Then we thought of words to describe it by 
thinking about our different senses; slippery, freezing 

and silent were just some of the interesting vocabulary 
we thought of.  Miss Fassnidge then told us that is was 
a drawing of Antarctica, and showed us where it is on 
the map.  We found out that penguins live there (not 
polar bears) and went on to paint some beautiful ice 

scenes and write sentences about penguins. 
 

 
The children have started Term 2 with a real enthusiasm for learning and are really 
enjoying blending sounds together to read words in phonics.  We were really 
impressed with how organised and sensible they were when getting changed for 
PE – please make sure that all of their school uniform is labelled clearly as there 
were a couple of mixed-up pinafore dresses on Wednesday.  To answer some 
questions about lunch time procedures: the children are expected to eat their main 
meal first and have to put up their hand so that an adult can check their plate 
before they move on to pudding.  We always gently encourage the children to eat 
as much as possible and will let you know if they are regularly leaving a 
substantial amount.  Now that the weather is colder the children are taking coats 
with them to the lunch hall to wear outside, although some still choose to take 
them off as they get warm from running around.  
   

Miss Fassnidge, Miss Dudney and Miss Waters 
Home Learning Ideas: 
 

• Can you find out some information about penguins? 

• Can choose some objects at home to sort in different ways? 
 

  These are the sounds we have learnt this week 
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