
Valley Invicta Primary School  
at Holborough Lakes 

 
Weekly Update 04.10.19 - Panda Class 

 
One of our favourite parts of the outdoor classroom is the pirate ship.  This week 

we decided that it needed a real sea around it, so explored mixing blue and green 
chalks with water.  We then drew treasure maps and built a plank to walk along 
and plunge into the sea.  On Friday we worked together to peg material over the 

boat to make a roof. 
 

    
 

We joined Year 1 to visit Fantastic Fred, were we learnt about ways to keep 
ourselves physically and mentally healthy.  Our visitors explained the importance 
of eating the right Foods, getting enough Rest, Exercising and managing time on 

our Devices.  Erika suggested that the healthiest breakfast to have is porridge and 
Fred agreed! 

 

    
 

We have been talking about ways to spread kindness and make others feel happy 
and after watching a lovely cartoon that illustrated kind acts adding colour to the 
world, we were keen to show that we could do this too.  Sharing, caring for our 
toys and talking with our friends were all things we decided helped to spread 

happiness.   
 

   



       

 

After Theo had written a letter to Miss 
Waters to ask if her pet guinea pig and 

hamster could visit, we were very 
excited to receive a reply from Popcorn 
and Honey themselves!  They said to let 
them know when, and they would come 

into Panda Class, so we worked 
together to write a letter from the whole 
class inviting them on Friday.  Lots of us 
are now keen to write more letters to see 
what other visitors we can encourage ☺ 

 

 

 

Thanks to several donations, we have been able to 
make lots of bottle rockets to use in our first class 
corridor display. We learnt to make sure that we 

covered each part of the bottle with tissue paper, how 
to add flames to the end and that a circle was the best 
shape to turn into a cone for the rocket’s nose.  With 
so many bottles, Conner and George decided to use 

some in the water tray and had great fun using a 
funnel to explore capacity.   

 

 
    
The children have been working really hard in phonics and are using magnetic 
letter tiles to build and read words.  Writing letters in a pre-cursive style can be a 
challenge at first, but the children will soon learn that each letter starts in the same 
place and with regular practice will begin to form letters correctly.  In Maths we 
have been counting different actions e.g. jumps or claps  and matching these to 
numerals.  We look forward to seeing many of you for the first of our phonics 
sessions on Thursday, where we will give tips for reading with your child.  The 
following sessions will cover haw we teach individual sounds and then how the 
children learn to blend them together, so you are welcome to attend all three. 
 

Miss Fassnidge, Miss Dudney and Miss Waters 
 

Home Learning Ideas: 

• Can you think of different actions to count?  How many steps does it take to 
walk upstairs or around your garden? 

• Can you draw a picture of your pet or one you would like to have?  Can you 
write its name? 

• Share your new reading book with a grown-up – we will change books every 
Tuesday and Friday, but please make sure the book wallets are in school 
every day. 
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